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UEUORAHDUU FOR THE DIRECTOR. 


This is a nummary of the information developed 
by Special Agent W. J. Vest and the writer in an inveeti 
gation into allegatione of misconduct on the part of Hr. 
Sumner Wellss, Under Secretary of State . 


Tou mill recall there mere two instances in¬ 
volving such allegations • J*or your ready reference those 
two incidents mill be treated s eparat ely . The first al¬ 
legation of misoonduct on the part of lSr. Welles is that 
he mads tmproper proposals to colored male employee of the 
Southern Railway Company and of the Pullman Company on 
board the Presidential train enroute from Jasper, Alabama, 
to Washington, D. C., on September 13, 1340. 


SAUUEL C. HIT CHILL, a Pullman porter on that 
train, in whose car Hr• belles had a compartment, stated 
that shortly before six a.m. of September 13, 1140, he 
answered a call from. Ur. belles' compartment, whereupon 
Hr* Welles asked him if he wanted to nake twenty dollars. 
Jitchell states he answered four such calls within the 
space of a very short time and on one of those occasions 
Hr. Welles offered him twenty-five dollars. Hr. I'elles 
did not stats the service which was to be rendered in 
return for the money. Jitchell answered other calls of 
Ur. Welles on that morning, on some of uhich Ur. % el lea 
wanted dining car waiters. Jitchell says that some Oj 
the waiters went to Jr. Tslles 9 room amd on one occasion 
when a waiter was in there he heard Ur. relies ask the 
waiter if he wanted to make twenty dollars and heard Ur. 
Welles say to the waiter, "Pull off your clothes. 1 
Mitchell says that while he, Jitchell, was absent from 
his car. Porter A. Dickson in the adjoining Pullman 
answered some calls from r. belles and that Dickson 
k told him, / itchell, that r. Welles had asked him if he 




wanted to make twenty dollars. Mitchell said that 
Dickson told Mu* Mitchell* ”you have a cock-sucker 
up there in Compartment Si he wanted to 'blow nv 
whistle.'” • " 


ALE XAMDEE DICKSON * a Pullman porter who was 
on duty tn the Pullman adjoining that in which Ur. 

Holies was riding* stated that in the absence of Porter 
Mitchell he* Dtckson* answered a call from Ur. telle*' 
compartment and that Ur. Welles said to him when he 
answered the door* "Cone in* porterj close* and lock 
the door." Dtckson stated that he refused to close 
and lock the door and that Ur. Welles then said* ",It 
will be all rtghtDickson did not say that Mr. Welles 
offered htm any money* nor did he say why Ur. Welles 
wanted htm to come into the compartment and close the 
door. Dickson statsd that when Porter Mitchell re¬ 
turned to duty in his car he ^pld him* Mitchell, that 
he needed to attend to the gentleman in Compartment 
S* because he did not think that he was right and that 
he thought he was wrong bscause he had a "feminine 
accent. 


HARRY W. LUCAS* a Pullman porter was on duty 
in the President 's car on that train . Lucas stated 
that he had occasion to make several trips from hi 3 car 
to the dining car on that corning. Cn one of those 
trips* when passing Ur. Welles' compartment* he said 
Ur. Welles called him into his compartment and told him 
to close the door and that he stepped in but did not 
do 83 the door, Be said that Ur. Welles asked him if 
he wanted to make twenty dollars but did not say what 
service hs was to render in return for the twenty 
dollars. Lucas said that he got out of the room, 

Lucas also stated that a wai ter by the name of Henry 
Callaway told him that he had gone into Mr. belles' 
room that morning and that Ur. Celles had offered him 
twenty dollars if he would let Ur. lelles "go down" 
on htm, Callaway. Lucas said that- Porter Mitchell 
told him. that Ur, belles had been bothering him all 
night fcut did not describe just hew he bothered him, 
Lucas also stated that on one of these trips he made 
to the dining car another waiter told him* as he was 
coining out of Mr, ' elles ' compc.rt~.cnt* that "that sen 
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that Hr* Welles told him to cone back to hie compart¬ 
ment* He said that Ur* Welles did not tell him what 
he expected him to do for the twenty-five dollars • 

Hewitt said that he was afraid to go to Ur* Welles f 
room, that he was suspicious of him, and that A« was 
"funny"* He said that he did not think that Ur* Welles 
was a "he-man"* He said that when Hr* Welles offered 
him the twenty-five dollars to o one back to his room 
he thought that Ur* Welles did so in order that he 
could 'Trench" him, Hewitt* Hewitt said that he served 
Hr* Welle 8 again in the dining room that morning* 

Hewitt also stated that he learned from the steward 
that Porter Hitchsll had come back from the Pullman 
and told the steward that Hr* Welles wanted Hewitt 
to c one back to his oompartment and t hat he then told 
the steward he did not &ant to.go to Hr* Welles 9 
compartment, and related the incident concerning the 
offer of twenty-five dollars from Hr* Welles* Hewitt 
stated that he told Hr* t* F* Fhsch, of the Southern 
Railway Company, who was on that train, of Hr* Welles 
offer of twenty-five dollars* Hewitt further said 
that when he, accompanied by the steward, started back for 
Hr* Telle s* compartment, they saw Waiter Stone, deceased, 
on his way back from Hr* Welles' compartment to the 
dining car and Stone remarked that <r* Welles is "funny"* 
Hewitt also said that he heard Porter * itchell say 
that Hr*Welles had been acting "funny" and bothering 
him ai: night* 


HEHRT CALLAWAY, a waiter assigned to duty 
in the dining car on t haz train, stated that he was in¬ 
structed by the steward to take a pot a/' coffee to Mr* 
Welles' compartment, which he did, and that when he got 
to the door Ur* Welles asked him to close the door, and 
that he left the room, closing the door as he did so, 
Callaway stated that Porter Uitchell thereafter cane to 
the dining car and told him that Hr* belles wanted him 
to come back and get the money for the coffee, which he 
refused to do, because he dtd not want to have anything 
further to do with the situationj that a few minutes 
later Porter Uitchell returned again to the dining 
car and had wtth him one -dollar in payment for the 
coffee, which cast twenty cents, and that Hitch ell 



told him that Ur. Welle* ineisted on him, Callaway, 
bringing the change bach to him; that he did take 
the change bach and on this trip back to the compart¬ 
ment Ur. Luther A. Thomaa, of the SouthernRatlway 
Company, and a Secret Service man, stood on the out¬ 
side of the door to Ur. Vellea' compartment; that he 
gave Mr. Welles the ohonge and the latter gave him a 
tip. Be said that Ur . telle* attempted to say some¬ 
thing to him but he paid no attention to it and got 
out of there, thanking Ur. Velles aa he left. 


SI DUET J. BADEAUX, steward on duty in the 
dining oar, stated that when he left his duty status 
at midnight of September 17, 1940, Ur.Velles was in 
the dining car and when he returned to duty shortly after 
five a.*, of September Id, 1940, Ur. Velles was still 
in there; that during the morning hf r * Velles handed 
him a ten dollar bill, out of which the check wae paid, 
and that Ur. Velles gave hin, Badeaux, five dollars, 
leaving the dining oar at the tin*/ that he, Velles, 
returned to the dining car shortly thereafter and 
asked Badeaux to send a pot of coffee to his compar*- 
ment, '/hich he did, instructing Waiter James 7 ewtt > 
to take it; that Bewitt returned to t he dining car 
within a short time, excited, and said there was some¬ 
thing wrong with n that nan", meaning Vr • belles, n 
Conoartment S, or ioorde to that effect. Hr. Badeaux 
said that 'Velles again returned to the dining car a 
time later and wanted another pot of coffee, 
which Badeaux sent to his compartment b. Waiter 
John Stone, deceased / that when Stone returned to the 
dining car from W m Welles f compartment he was worked 
up and excited. Badeaux stated that a short time later 
Ur. telles again carnet o the dining car and wanted 
another pdt of coffee, which was sent to him by Waiter 
Henry Callaway; that when Walter Callaway returned to 
the dining car he seemed disturbed and excited, and 
that Badeaux then reported the matter to Ur. '■* • * • 

Kuech, manager of the dining car service of the company, 
who vas on the train. 


TIZLIAU F. KUSC3, manager of the dining 
car service of the Southern Railxcy Company, was 
board the train on that trip . He stated that he enw 
Hr. belles in the dining car cn that morning of 
September 1 l, 1040, at about six thirty o'clocbj :.-i. 
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he saw him leave there and 9 ° to Me oonpwtoeMtj 
that a ehort time thereafter Porter Uttchell came 
into the dining car and said that vr. Welles wanted 
that "same waiter" to cone to hie 

he recalls telling Hewitt to go back to the e ° n P° rt 
m*n+ hn+ instead o f t hat Hewitt went into the pantry, 

V/lheVnVng W* »•. *M*. “*?£ 

car a short time later and ms served by Taiter Hewitt; 

+ hnt }/r v elles laft# end a short time after that 

Porter J'ltchall again cane to the *i* in 9 ft £? r 
that Hr. relies wanted "the same waiter who just 
served him back in his compartment. Husch 
that he then made inquiries as to why Mr* relies was 
not b etna waited on and that Matter Hewitt informed 
lit that 9 hTlat afraid to go to Ur file*' conpart- 
mint and related that Ur. Vellse had f lde 

him a "proposition” that naming, at which tine h *» 
felle8^had offered Hewitt twenty-five dollars . Kusch 

stated that Hewitt told him that Hr* “ aa . 

"Queer"* Kusch stated that Waiter John Stone, dece sed, 
went to j/r. Welles 1 c onpartnsnt that morning and re- 
tailed %f the dining car excited and ^eattnffand.aid 
that t. relies was "funny" or or 
that he asked Stone why he made that 
Stone related that when he went into 


remark and that 
Hr, belles' 

closed the 


compartment the Hatter slipped behind hin, 
door of the compartment, opened 
and began to unbutton Stone's coat and told him .c 
% a l e off his clothes and get on the bed. Hunch said 
that °S&ne related that Hr. ■relics whi.o in 
nulled a roll of money and said, I a »ue 

P you twenty dollars, fifty dollars, or even one, hun-.rsd 
dollars: money makes no difference to me. 
stated that Porter Uttchell, after the foregoing , 
came into the dining car and Sana ~ r * 

wanted Waiter Stone bac‘t m his co.-.par. ..nt .. i. •- 
wa 3 decided at that time not to s end ar.y a .her 
tact there; that at about that time Hr. ■< ell es age. 
entered the dining car, went to the pantr 
rind 4 n a verv angry tone of voice asked there is .ha., 
waiter". r usch said that the morale of the dinin -7 c ° r 
or cl was very much upset and disturbed over the incident. 


HR. LtnSHU A. THOMAS, Assistant to the 
Vice President of tbs Southern Railway Company, was 
on board that train. Ltr. Thomas sta.ea .hat ar. 
■'usch, manager of the dining ear service, r epo, .-a 


.e 



nett er to him, early that coming, relating the ex¬ 
periences of the miters and his observations as con¬ 
tained in "r. rusch's statement in t he paragraph next 
preceding • Thom.cs stated that he then got lit* Dale 
Whiteside, of the United States Secret Service, there¬ 
upon Porter f/itchell and Waiters Stone, deceased$ and 
Callaway were called and related to him and White- 
side, in the presence of Tusch, virtually the same 
statements contained herein, excepting that Thomas 
said that Porter Ifltchell told him ifr m Zellessaid, 

"If you want to make twenty dollars take your clothes 
off and stay in here with me twenty minutes •" Thomas 
also stated that Waiter Stone, when he interviewed 
him, anoeared to be very excited, was perspiring 
freelyand made the renark, "That man back there 
must be craxy, a meaning I'r. Welles, and "beat anything 
he had ever seen;" that Stone had run into people 
like that before fcut that Hr* kelles was the worst 
he had ever encountered • stated that Stone 

claimed that l f r» Welles pulled his bow tie loose, 
attempted to unfasten Stone's collar, and that Stone 
related that Sir* Welles said that he would give him 
twenty dollars to t at: e every piece of clothing off 
and stay in there with him for twenty minutes; that 
Stone claimed that /r• ^elles showed him a consider- 
able roll of money, adding that ’loney was no object, 
and that he would give him thirty, forty, cnc even 
■jr.e hundred lollars if b* would do as he said* Th mas 
stated that he and Jfhitesids watched the door of :i r . 
r slles’ compartment while latter Callaway took a 
cot o p coffee into the compartment but they did not 
hear any proposals raccts by belles to & hat waiter • 

Ir * Thomas said his Investigation disclosed that *«>. 

Talias had been drinking and no doubt was intoxicated* 


VS. DALI 3 * SUIT SSIDE, of the United States 
secret Service, did not remember she names of the 
waiters but generally corroborated the s tater.ents Of 
Luther A . Thomas in respect to this natter ♦ 


Officials of zhe railroad 
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for service thereon because of th$tr long services , 
their dependability, reliability and good reputations . 


Inquiries have di3do? ed that where credit 
records exist of these employes such records are satis¬ 
factory . 


.Vo cri^inol records have been found concern¬ 
ing any of these persons, save of Janes !*• Bewitt, 
and as to hi 1 ! it was reported that he was arrested 
in Cincinnati in 1934 for disorderly conduct but the 
charge was dismissed, and he was arr est ed in 1935 
on the same charge but the case was dismissed* 


The other instance oj alleged misconduct on 
the part of 7 r. belles is alleged to have occurred on 
board a Pennsylvania Bailroad train on Sept ember 2d, 
1940, while vr, belles was enroute from Washington, 

D. C % , to Cleveland, Ohio, in which city he made a 
speech on September 23, 1940 • 


77 111 All GCZBZ, a loun 
Pullman Company employe on boar 
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jo izahe thirty dollars, to whic 
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ne car attendant and 
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a lot of money • Goins 
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he was, to which Williams replied that he was fifty- 
eight; that 7r* Welle* then told him that he wanted 
to e ee a boy <n drawing room A, his compartment, for 
a few minutes, and that he. Porter Williams, then told 
:/r • belles to ring the bell and the porter in the 
next car would answer • William* stated that after 
arising he saw Pullman Porter Boston taking ur 9 Welles 
to hi* drawing room, enter it with 7r* Welles, the 
door was closed, and Porter Boston remained in there 
for a moment or two, but that he, Williams, had no 
conversation with that porter about 7r # Welles • 


Fi-AMK E* LEWIS, a Pullman porter on that 
train, stated that he was answering signals from Porter 
Williams ' car that morning; that he answered one ring 
from Ur* Welles and that the latter asked him where his 
porter was, in reply to which Lewis informed him that he 
was off duty at that time . 


EDQRN BOSTON, a Pullman porter on the same 
train, stated that he was answering bells in the lounge 
car that morning while the* ttendant was off duty and 
responded to a call from 7r. Bellas, aft o was in the 
lounge at the time; that Jelles wanted him to serve 
him drink but he told him he could not do 30 as the 
bar was closed; that he then took 7r* Welles to draw¬ 
ing room A in one of. ihe Washington pullmans, whereupon 
he %0ft the room but was called back and was told by 
i/"r• 'idles to come inside and close the door* Boston 
said he pushed the door to but kept one hand on it all 
the tine, and that Jr» 7,'elles said to Boston he u wanted 
na for seme screwing purposes ." Boston said he real led, 
'Screwing purpos esP" and Yr» Welles said, "Tes'Boston 
said that he then told Vr. Welles that he did not do 
that kind of thing; that J Sr.Welles then told him he would 
give him twenty dollars, and that he replied that money 
meant nothing to him in a matter of that kind . Boston 
stated that !'r* Telle 3 then offered him fifty dollars 
ana that he left him and had nothing more to do with • 
him* Boston stated that ha t old the railroad conductor 
an- the railroad brakeman that Welles wanted him 
for !t s one scr ewi ng pur p 0 s es • n 
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HENRY E* SANFORD, Pullman conductor on this 
train s stated that he sain ISr. Nellea in the smoking 
compartment of the Pullman in which Porter Wiliams 
was in bed s but heard no conversation between Sir* 
belles and Zillions. Sanford sags that he saw J Ur* 
belles in the lounge car when Attendant Goins teas on 
duty but heard none of the conversation between them. 
Sanford said that the next morning Porter Wiliams 
told him that -Jr* Telles had "tried to make me, n 
meaning Williams 9 n during the nights" Sanford aleo 
said that he qjfestioned Attendant Goins the next 
morning and t he latter told him that Ur. Welles had 
asked him some questions during the night but that he, 
Goins 9 just n played dumb.* 9 Sanford stated that Goins 
did not tell him that ifr # Welles had tried to pro¬ 
position him and inasmuch as Goins appeared not to 
want to talk about it he did not discuss the natter 
further. 


UR* ELlfEB C . STEPHENS, conductor of the 
Pennstjlvania Railroads stated that he saw Jr* Welles 
in the lounge car that morning seeking to purchase 
■2 drink after hours; that a Pullman porter took Jr* 
jelles back to his room and when this porter returned 
from Ur. Telles* co partment the porter told JtopAon# 
that 'r. uellea had made an improper and indecent 
proposition to him, offering him fifty dollars for 
hi3 services in connection therewith. Hr. utopnono 
said that ha asked the porter to relate in his own 
words what kind of a proposition Hr* Bellas had 
made and that the porter replied that Hr. Tell as 
had Ojfered him fifty dollars for the por:er "to 
suck him," meaning 'jr, Jelles. Stephens said that 
John S* Tissock, an employe of the Pennsylv ania 
Railroad on that train, was present when this porter 
made this statement and that H r . Kissock n kidded" 
the porter, by saying "That do you mean? You turned 
down fifty dollars to suck a nice, cl«an dick?" and 
that the porter replied that he would not accept 
five thousand dollars to do such a thing. Ur. Stephens 
said than he knew Ur. Jelles identity in this matter, 
for oho reason that he had an order from the railroad 
company instructing that ur. Jelles be given special 
attention on that trip . -Stephens said that Ur. Uellea 
had been IrinJing very heavily. 
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»B. 5'. Z.ZSOCX, a baggage-master of 

the Pennsylvania Railroad assigned to that train , 
corroborat’d generally Jr. Stephens with respect 
0 the statement attributed to the porter, and said 
hat he did "hid" the porter by saying to hi ;*, 

Tou coaid -,ci earn fifty dollars any ,east " 
ftctj" to ©fticfc the porzer replied, in ej^ect, zou 
CVS to work three years to become a carpenter or a 
bricklayer but it takes only one suck to make a 
cock-suck er• n 


that the 
with this 
reliable • 


Officials of the Pullman Company stated 
Pullman employee mentioned in connection 
incident are dependable» trustworthy and 


criminal 

records 


Inquiries have failed to disclose any 
records on these individuals and lAere credit 
were found concerning any of them they were 


satisfactory * 


Reap ect fully j 
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request to have him go to ¥*21**' compartment* Zewi it advised the 
superintendent of the dining car service of the approach Telles made to 
him. and the superintendent confirm* the report* 

8*nry Callaway, t saiter, was in*tracted by the steward to take a 
pot of coffee to Welle* ' compartment and when he arrived Welles asked 
him to close the door * Callaway left the room closing tAe door as he 
did so* Porter I'itohell later cane to the dining car and said Welles 
wanted htn to cone back to hi* compartment for Ms money* Callaway 
refused to do so and the porter subsequently brought htn $1 in payment 
for the coffee and said Welles insisted on Callaway's bringing the change 
back* He took the change back but took a Secret service nan and an 
offtotal of the railroad company with him* Be handed Welle* his change_ 
and as Welles started to say something he hastily left the room* 

Sidney J* Badeaux, dining car steward, and Will torn A Zusch, 
manager of the dining car service, corroborate the fact that the waiters 
reported these facts to them* John Stone, now deceased, reported to 
Ku&ch and Badeaux that when he went to Welles ' compartment wtth coffee 
Welles offered him fS5* Stone claimed that when he went into Welles 1 
compartment Welles closed the door, opened iStone'e tie and began to 
unbutton hie coat, telltng him to take off his clothes and get on the 
bed • Stone told Xusoh and Badeaux that Welles offered him $$0, $&0 and 
even $100* Stone hurriedly left the oompartment and according to 
Badeaux and Xus eh teas badly upset and nervous when he returned to the 
dining car* Xator Welles sent the porter in hie car to the dining car 
requesting Stone to return to his compartment but Stone refused* later 
Welles went to the dining car looking for Stone who hurriedly left the 
car when he scud Welles approaching* The facts in this matter shortly 
after they occurred were reported to Bale 3* Thiteaide of the Tutted 
States Secret Service aboard the train* 


oooOooo 


It teas alleged that k’r « Welles approached colored Pullman 
employees on a Pennsylvania train on September SO, 1040 while sn route 
from Taxiing ton ic Jlev eland* 


William lo ins, lounge car attendant, states Welles asked him if 
he wanted to make £30 and being asacd what he would have to do belles 
told him to cone back to hie room in one of the Pullmans but did net 
say what he wanted ‘Joins to do* 7ofns told Welles he could not leave 
hie car and Jell as then offered. 'lim £50 to come back to Welles' 
compartment* Joins later that night told a Pullman porter mat *eXle$ 
/tod been pestering ii» all night* 


yt11cc 


'-Me 


as Lillians, a Pullman porter on duty in the ear in vhtch 
traveling 'sas in bed in the smoking room of the car w h en 

v? kin, asset i.-roug : ::irtdn hots old he xas to xhich 



** replied and that Veils* then told hi* he "wanted to *ee 

a hoy" In hi* drawing room* Villiam told Welle* to ring the hell for 
the porter* 

Edom Boston, Pullman porter, while answering hells responded to 
a call from Welles who was in the lounge* Welles wanted him to serve a 
drink hut he told hin the bar was closed* He accompanied Welles to hi* 
drawing rooa and as he was about to n ake hi* departure Welle* told him 
to cose inside and close the door* He pushed the door closed byt kept 
one hand on it and claim* that Welles eaid he wanted hin for "tone 
screwing purposes• " 3ooton said he replied, "Screw in g purposes?" and 
Ifr* Welle* said, "Tea*" He told Telle* he did not do that kind of thing* 
Welle* told him he would give hin $20 and then $50 but Boston told Telle* 
none# meant nothing to in a matter of that kind* 


Henry Z* Sanford , Pullman conductor on the train, stated on the 
morning following this incident porter William told him Telle* tried 
"to make me during the night" and that when he questioned Seine the 
latter told him Wells* had asked him some qiestion* during tAe night 
but that he "played dumb*" 

Slner C* Stephens, conductor of the Pennsylvania railroad on 
this train, was told by a Pullman porter that Welle* had made a 
"proposition" to hin and offered him $50* Stephens and John S * JTlsepofr# 
baggage master on the train who heard the porter report this to Stephens, 
kidded the porter about the incident* 

Thor a is everj indication t'at relies had been drinking 
considerably on both of tnese occasion** 


oooOooo 



Mr. TeiMN 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
' blRECTOR 
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iflelieral bureau of Jmiestigattnn 
dnitet* §tatcs department of ifustire 
Washington, d. C* 

December 23 > 19 Ul 



RPK:TD 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. B. 2£* LAID 

. . v 

Re: o« niriSu^n, 

Special Inquiry 

I s-ooke with SAC McKee regarding this case today and 
inquired as to the present status of it. He stated that a 
McKinlev. who has been investigating tne case, is presently 
engaged" in reviewing the material developed so far, with the | 
idea of determining what future action might be productive 
and that a reoort reflecting the results of this review wall 
be submitted to the Bureau in the very near future. 

McKee suggested the possibility of having SA McKinley, 
in connection with the review of the current “ veE ^^°^ f Pf 
access to the confidential report winch is in ..r. Tamm s ° f ^ ce 
and which was reviewed hastily by Mr. McKee, so that ^he back 
ground material in the confidential report which is, of course, 
most significant in connection with the present investigation, 
might be correlated with the current material in to 

develou seme logical leads. I told :.r. .cnee -na. \ ,lc “ ' “ 
nit his suggestion for consideration and that -ie wcuio ,e 

propriately advised* 

Respectfully, 



/O ' ) . A- J 

/frV 


- c ’/wwor 


V^' 


V r. 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


Mr. -■ A. Tamm 
l.'.r. Claes 
Mr. Clavln _____ 

Mr. Udil _ 

Mr. MUhols __ 

Mr. Tracy _ 

Mr. Kotin _____ 

Mr. Carson _ 

Mr. Coffey _ 

Mr. H.ndon _ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Mr. Holloman _ 

Mr. H*rbo _ 

Tel*. Poem _ 

Tour Room __ 

Mr. Nease _ 

Min Baalim _ 

Miss dandy _ 

Pursuant to your instructions, I had &r* Thurston _ 

contact Mr* Berle’s office yesterday where he was furnished 
the attached yellow State Department paper copy of a telegram 
received yesterday at the State Department addressed to Sumner 
Wells and signed J. Stone, Pullman Porters* Union. Subsequently 
the Washington Field Office, through appropriate arrangements with 
a. confidential informant in Western Union, secured the original 
of this telegram and also the original of another telegram which 
•was filed at the same time and addressed to the Honorable Cordell 
Hull, State Department, bearing the same signature. Attached 
hereto are photostatic copies of the two original wires in the 
handwriting of the subject. 

The original handwritten wires have been forwarded to 
the Technical Laboratory with a request that they be Immediately 
processed for latent fingerprints and that handwriting examina¬ 
tions be made in an effort to identify them. 
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itfrberal bureau af Inursttgatiori 
13nitefc States Brpartmrni of Rustics 
SHasl^ington, 33. < 3 £. 

October 22, 1941 


MBMQRANDUM FOB TAI^, 


Re: J. WINSTON, 

INTERNAL SECURITY 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 



The Washington x 7 ieid Office is this morning continuing 
with the investigation through the employee of Western Union wno 
received the telegrams from the subject, through the Pullman 
Company, end such o trier l3gica_ leans as may be avail a. ole • i 
shall advise you of progress in the matter later today as infor¬ 
mation becomes available from the .*asnmgton i-ielu. Oj-^-ice. 


Respectfully, 



Attachments 
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.chirr"ton, -j . • j 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
• DIRECTOR 
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V&btttd Surratt tst fotwatfgainm 
Unttelk §tatra department of ^nature 
SJastjmgtun, IL* C* 

October 22, 1942 


i < 

MEMORANDUM FOB THE DIRECTOR 


Mr. Telaon_ 

Mr. E. A. Tamm 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd_ 

Mr. Nichols_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Coffey_ 

Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Kramer_ 

Mr. McGuire_ 

Mr. Harbo._ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Nease_ 


Miss Beahm 

Pursuant to your instructions, the writer Miss Gandy. 

called Ur. Henry Thomas of the State Department at approximately-- 

7:10 P.M. and informed him that unforeseen circumstances had 
arisen which would make it absolutely impossible for you to 
meet with Ur. Hull at 9*00 A.M. October 23» 1942* 

Ur. Thomas stated he would immediately call Ur. 

H ull and inform him that you would be unable to meet him. 


Respectfully, 



/G. C; Burton 
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October 29, X 942 *■ I • 


m ia Ma. 

t A $A s r uT 

{C --\ R? i A t-w-* ^ 

*4 


imfczjjivvx for im. tqlsow 

kP.. TMk . 


On October, 24, X942, at the request of the Secretary of 
State, I called at the War dman-Park apartment of kr* JSSull* 

J/r. 5u21 #tctcd tAot lfra« ,TmII heard froK the totves of 
several Senators various stories concerning the improper actions of 
the Under Secretary of State, ilv. Sunner Welles, kmtoh gaud kr* Bull 
a great deal of concern. )fr. Bull stated that he Understood I had 
made an investigeti on into these matters about a year ago, and he 
inquired as to whether 1 could note available to htii the report 
upon the sane so that he might be able to. $pcJuate the evidence as 
the Rumors and stories were becoming ' 

h'r. Welles. I told the Secretary that T had madet : ^ch an investiga¬ 
tion as he referred to, at the request of general Watson, Secretary 
to, the President, and that J had had tit* parious&etstns jreported '• 
to .have ^oo^2edge''Pf IFr^ 'Welles 9 ^activi't\4si'thbtt^sissdj r - 'and a re¬ 
port prepared of these interviews, a*. ich " f : tfahSihiii'ed 
fclutjrs, one of the other Secretaries of the President* I told 
: r. Uu.ll that I did not have a copy of the report available* I sug¬ 
gested to the Secretary of State that he contact Ur. Yclntyrs to 
obtain access to the report i?-*iek J had prepared and delivered to 
Yr. YcXniyre about a gear ago. 


Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
M r 
M-' 
Mr 


' ■ ; * -* ° o w O t e .. u. l» O O V , « J *11, '*. t *. 3 if U r m 0 Vi if' . * W... U,i » 

in circulation concerning Ur. Welles, cni I stated zc Ur. hull t'.ct 
practically all of'"the per eons interviewed by the fSI he. J stated ia 
substance the sane :jttor y concerning Ur. Wei les s misconduct. I 
pointed out to the Secretary of State, hemevsr, that the only waiter 
Tois6o .relies nad*„a direct and specific improper nranoeiaien 
E. a .d&nmjzd about two ae'ekk 'before the T31 was asked to zah ■ Y:a iwee- 
cngtliatj^j so that consequently, there was no affidavit of a sermon 
GUv.lttJ ocg directly prb'posttioned by Yr. *fhLe* along the lines ir>- 
L&d p licated . X pointed out, however, that other nersone y; iJi 

Nid»i #gt ta is waiter had worked substantially ^Id' the* tter.e c tor" as to 
Rqs M Pa* th is waiter had said about the inct&Vnt conedrf :yi* -fr. T&llce, 
Trtftnd met practically all of these v^rkcnsb^ht^be^hndirectlu e~- 


K r am e r __ 

MoGui re_ 

0 'i i tin T 
Nsare _ / 

- '.1: ; nd" 


resident, as he believed tact the situation wuc 
■■at there night eventually be some publicity j 
c arras szenz unless some steps were or a:?.'zip - 

Very truly yours 
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Mr. Toiitxi 




Mr. curs 


Hi £ 


Mr. Foxworth 
Mr. Ladd 


Mr. KMImm 


Vl'-'.r federal bureau of investigation 

^ '> ^. ...... . _ ... 


Mr. I. A. Turn 
Mr. Coffay 

Mr. Scan ^ 


Date January -3H 1941 


WORAXDUH 


'ZiiSiZ&pVg: ' v" ■" Mr , «,,«« 


P -■■■■■- 

\ :\ri ; •’■•• i 5' -■ 

w«»awl5f..<tA>-xr> , <— -. 

h^^>. ,,i-\ Hr.- .•'> iv«« *• » • 

*ii»2Wy>-» •- • -■->•« ■+- > - ■• * - 

afternoon, General Tats on sent for me to cone to" 
the .White House, and upon my arrival there he stated that the 
yg_ President had delegated him to turn over to me for handling 

a very delicate and confidential matter. He called in to the 
,v • •-conference Hr. Rudolph Forster, one of the Secretaries to the 
-tif "President, and a Hr. Whiteside, a Secret Service OperativeFt 


Mr. Molntlr* 




:*3l3K8f'W.V’» : 

- - -Mr. Nlchota * • 


Mr. NandOT 
Mr. Raaan 


Hr. Quinn Ttron 
Tala. Room_ 


T*mt Raam 

Mr. Tracy 


■ In laahm 
Mlaa 8u4 


'I#-' 

..V-i 

. .ft---/ 


■ p~ •' ?•■• 


HttGeneral i Watson directed Hr. Whiteside to tell me the story of , _ 

the v incident about which the conference was called. - 

•«' r '“ V ••• ' •; * « . ' "owi. .• ’ • ' !V ; v„ 



■ 

v t/ rf v r 

time was a Hr. Koosh, ‘Chief,-of 

the Pinin r ' Service or. tire Southern Railroad. They stated that they . 

wanted to' tell hin about a situation, which had occurred the night 
previously. According to Hr. Thomas, Hr. Sumner Welles and Hr. John ■ ■ ■ 

Camodu, Administrator of the Federal Zorks Agency, remained in the 
diner drinking until about 4 AH. Hr. Carmodu then retired and Mr. ~ : ¥ ■ 

Sumner Welle*, upon leavi*” the dir.inquired of one of the colored 
waiters as to whether he wanted to make $15. The waiter told him he 
did and Hr. belles then stated that he should come to his,^ Hr. Welles 
compartment. Hr. Z.elles f com^par orient was in the car immediately in bach .. 
of the diner and the second car from the rear of the train, the President U> 
car bein': ir. the rear. Upon reaching Hr. Z'elles 9 compartment, the ' 7. 

colored waiter went into *it and Hr. belles locked the door. He then -s ' 
propositioned the waiter to take off his clothes and lay down on the ■ - • 

berth. The v:ai -cr told him t u at he could not remain in the conpartvient 
because the waiters had to always lorn me smewara know where they were, 
and he ar-ued with Hr. belles for a little while and finally promised 
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that he iw. 
sc that he cn v. Id 
should go up arm 1 
he would pay him 
.steward what had 
compartment and > 
'Or the waiter, 
or r. • ■ it. oarer »- 
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.ent it Hr. belles would let him out 


Hr. Z'elles told him. that 


he 

e s tewar'd wh.e^e he wcc an t then to return and 
The imiter went up to the diner and told the 
The waiter di‘d not return to Hr. Welles 1 

r. He lies come to the diner inquiring 
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for this waiter, but not being able to find him he finally returned 
phisy^ompartmentf- y ' “ 

.- .4? According to the story told Mr. Whiteside by Mr. Thomas, Mr. 

Welles then ran a for the porter of that particular car and propositioned 
him to go up to" the diner to get the waiter and, to cone back to his 
compartment with the waiter and he would pay him., the porter, #5 and the 
waiter #15 if they would come back and spend the night with him. The 
-'porter stated that he did not know any waiter and that he had the wrong 
person in makino the request of him. The porter of Mr. Welles 1 car then 
left and subseauently went out of the car into some other car of the 
train. There is an arrangement that when a porter leaves his car, he 
ties up the busier system'with an adjoining car , and this the porter 
- in Mr. Welles' car did in that car. While he was out of the car, Mr. 

Welles rang again and the porter in the adjoining car, a porter by the ■ ■' 

name of Mitchell, answered the buzzer, and Mr. Welles propositioned him, 
askino him to come in and spend the night with him, which Mitchell 
rufused to do. : \V 

; . .... -Mr. Whites ide said-that so far as he knew, only Mr. ■ Thomas, Mr. 

Koosh, the waiter, the two porters and'the Pullman Inspector who, was on e 
the train and whose name was Geohagen knew of this incident. Mr. White — , 
side stated that he told the waiter and all of the parties concerned - ■ 
-■that they should not repeat this information to anyone and' to -remain * 
absolutely silent about it. Mr. Whiteside did report the incident to 
Colonel Starling in charge of the Presidential Detail. 

General Watson stated that when he heard of the incident subsequently 
he told Mitchell, who has been a porter on the Presidential Train for the 
last seven years, never to speak a word about it unless he should be 


General 
he told Mitch 
last seven ye 
questioned by 
that would ha 
General Watso 
colored porte 
and they have 
Mr. 7,1.1 te side 
him. that the 
Welles has an 


y a representative o t 


'ice, as it might be 


ma tte r 


ve to be investigated at some time shortly. According to 
n, both Mitchell and the porter in Mr. Welles' car are 
rs who have been on the Presidential Special for seven years 
been absolutely reliable and trustworthy. According to 
, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Koosh of the Southern Railroad informed 
waiter in the dining car who was first approached by Mr. 
excellent character. 


Ur. Whiteside said that Ur. Geohagen, the Fullman Inspector, stated 
that he would have to report the incident to his superior, but it would 
not go any further. That terminated the incident so far as this particular 
trip" was concerned. 

Subsequently, during the Presidential Campaign, Mr. Whiteside stated''' 
that Ur. Brewer, the Pullman Inspector who is usually in charge of the 
Presidential Train but who was not in charce on the trip to Jasper, in¬ 
curred of him. Mr. Teitesi de. about t^e S'inner Welles incident, and Mr. 
White side sro ‘'°ssed i^norarc?. Mr. Bremer then stated that Mr. Geohagen 
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ha4 not kept hie mouth shut and had, of course, reported it and, < as a 
miter of fact, the Pullman Company had subsequent trouWe ,“ rtheir 

zrJlea on another occasion when he had again propositioned one of their 

employees to cone into his compartment with him andJ* at he J^lJfVfati-ts 
+hn.i the Leoal Deoartnent of the Pullman Company was getting affidavits 

a£ut the litterVnd he, Urt Brewer, might have to take it up »t« some¬ 
one at Washington, possibly with Hr. Bull, the Secretary of State. Ur. 
Whiteside stated fte to Id Ur. Brewer that the less the matter wae d.s- 
cussed, the better it would be * 

Central Wrtson stated that when this situation was brought to the 

President's attention, he then directed that the ®"* irs “rVesidenY 
over to me to be handled in euch manner as I saw jit. The President 
desired that a full and thorough investigation be made and that the 
complete facts or the same be reported to General Watson for the Pros;- 
dent's information. I told General Watson that I would immediately 
initiate ar. investigation of these incidents and of ~r. Belles alleged 

conduct. 

Mr. Forster commented that while it fcat;e n0 tlatio 

nresent situation, he did recall that back in the days of xhe Adainictratio. 
of President Theodore Roosevelt, when he, Ur. Forster, was aiso attached 
to the yn-iite Rouse Staff and Mr. belles was then attached to the State 
t and was quite a young man, he '.nows that orders were issued 

at that tine barring 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR 


dte&eral Buroau of imioattgatinn 
Untied §tatea Bepartmeni of Uuatlco 
tffiaaljmsion, B. ©. 

January 23, 1941 


EAT: HA 


ilEHORAEDUl! FOR THE DIRECTOR 


»#*■ 

There are attached hereto the original and 
three copies of the report of the investigation 
conducted by Hr. Brantley and Hr. -Jest into the 
allegations o p irregular personal conduct on the part 
of Under-Secretary of State Sumner Welles. The original 
signed statements are incorporated in and a part of 
the original copy of the report. 


There are also attached hereto copies of a 
summary memorandum dated January 23, 1941 summarising 
the more lengthy report . .’ 
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Two additional interviews will be conducted 
ith a dining car waiter named William Estes who is 
ted in 'Washington tomorrow, and the second with 
man on the Horfo 11: and Wes tern Railroad whi ch 
between for 'oil: and Bristol, Virginia. From the 
o\ 

r.ter w 
ce d 


ti on de v eloped, 


appears improbable 


or tr-e 
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January 22, 1941. 


HE.''ORAEDWS FOR -V.fi. E. A. TAWS 


With r ef er en c e to the special assign a e fit 
on which Soecial Agent >7. J. »est and I have been 
engaged, you willrecall that I informed you that ~r, 
Luther A. Thomas, Assistant to the Vice President 
of the Southern Railway Company, has stated triat 
dinina car waiter William Estes may have jnowl edge 
of the incident. Estes has been out Oj -..asm ngton 
and in Atlanta, Georgia, and is expected to return 
to Washington on January 24, 1941, at vhick time ar 
rangements have been made to .interview him. 


Thomas has also informed that he 


heard that a flag-man on the Norfolk and Western 
Railroad, between Roanoke and Bristol, Virginia, 


has made a statement which ndi cat es he nos injorma 
tion concerning the affair. Ts dojiot know t"'S 
flag-man r s name or his address. I ■> ’• 

'should c e interviewed. 


believed he 



Recpectj ally., 
U: 
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dpe,ciai Agent in Ch■?. rg e . f 
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Mr. Carton 
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Mr. Harfrg _ 
Mr. MiaAala 
Mr. HaaXan 


Date Januo,rv 
OtOl 

MEMORANDUM bH. 


1941 



Quinn Tamm 


Mr. Klalnkaul 


On January 29, 1941, 
Military Aide and Secretary to 


Mr. Tnray 


I conferred with General Watson, 
the President, at the White 

Bouse, relative to the investigati on which the President had 
requested of certain reports concerning the conduct of Sumner — 

Wellesf Under Secretary of State. I outlined to General Watson - 

the results of our investigation. Present with General Yfatson 
when I made this' verbal report were Postmaster General Walker and 
Mr. Rudolph Forster, one of the secretaries at the White Bouse. 

It was the opinion of all concerned that I should personally make 
the report to the President, and General Watson then took me in to 
the President. 

I gave to the President a copy of the affidavits taken 
from the various persons familiar with this particular matter, to¬ 
gether with a summary of these affidavits and a short memorandum 
briefing the entire report. The President asked me to give to him 
verbally a picture of 1 the situation. I told the President that on 
the trip to* Jasper, Alabama, on September IS, 1940, it had been alleged 
that Mr. Telle s' had propositioned a number of the train crew to have 
immoral relations with them. I stated that we had interviewed all 


parties who had been alleged to have any information concerning this 
particular affair and, in' substance, the following information had b 


pc 

de veloved: 


been 


John Stone, the waiter who was First approached by Welles and 
who made the report to the dining car steward and to the train official, 
died about a m.onth ago, but that in substance he had stated he had gone 
back to Welles' compartment at Welles' request to serve him, and that 
after he had entered the compartment, Welles closed and locked the door. 
IVelles, who had been drinking and who wcs very obviously drunk, proceeded 
to untie the waiter's necktie and unbutton his coat and told the waiter 
tc take off his clothes and get in bed. The waiter objected to this and 
Welles said he would pay him. voell, offering him. $20 if he would get in 
bed with him. The waiter decline d and Welles raised the amount of money 
until he finally offered him Si00 if he would tcke off his clothes and 
get in bed. This the waiter refused to do and finally was able to get 
out of the compcrznent arid he went back tc the diner. Welles came up to 
the diner several nines, trying to find atone and get him to go back tc 
i : s comvc.rtm.er-z. Store did not return to the compartment. Stone mcde 

an immediate re :> '■ S.i6 i nc o lent zc the z ini ne car steward and to the 


vr-^iri np ■ 
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Samuel C. Mitchell, a porter on the train, has stated that he 
heard Welles say to the waiter, "Take off your clothes." He did not 
hear any of the other details of the conversation. Mitchell stated that 
he had also been told by the waiter what had taken place. Mitchell 
further stated that Welles had offered him $25 if he would go into the 
compartment and close the door• Welles did not state what he wanted. 
Mitchell to do for the $25, but Mitchell stated there was no doubt in 
his mind but that Welles wanted to go down on him. Mitchell refused to 
go into the compartment and shut the door and stated he was hot interested 
in any such proposition. 


Alexander Dixon, a porter on the train, stated that belles had 
called him to his compartment and asked him to come in and shut the door 
but that he refused to do so. Welles made no offer of money to Dixon 
and made no proposition to him, other than to ask him to come in and 
close the door. 


Harry Lucas, a porter on the train, stated that Welles had 
called him to his compartment and had offered him $20. Welles did not 
tell Lucas what he expected to be done for the $20, and Lucas told Welles 
he was not interested in making that money . 

James L. Hewitt, a waiter on the train, stated that Welles had 
offered him $25 but that he had not stated what he wanted him to do for 
this amount of money. Hewitt likewise refused to be interested in the 
proposition. 

Harry Colloway, also a waiter on the train, stated that he had 
been called to'Welles' compartment to serve him., and that when he entered 
the comva rtrr.snt Welles had asked him to close the door, but that he, the 
waiter, refused to close the door. 


I told the President this was the sum and substance of 
testimony as it pertained to the trip of September 18, 1240 « 


th e 


I told him. that in regard to the other incident in which Welles 
was aliened to have made improper advances to members of a train crew, 
this occurred on September 28, ‘ 1940, when Welles was traveling /rom ^Wash¬ 
ington to Cleveland, at which place he was to make a speech 
that o thorough investigation had been made of this inciden 
following information had been obtained: 


1 S' 

end 


:ate 
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William. Goins, the attendant in the lounge car of the 
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stated that Welles was in the lounge car drinking a great deal and was 
obviously under the influence of liquor ; that he had offered him, Goins, 
$30 to go u d with Welles to Welles 1 compartment, and that he had told 
Welles that he could not do this as he was not permitted to leave one car 
He stated Welles had pestered him all evening trying to get kirn zc gc up 
t c tr. e co mpa rtment with him. Goins stated the re wc s no question in r. i s 
mind as to what Welles wanted him to do when he got to Welles' compcrzmen 
ir.s aid not co to > /SJ.les ccm.sc r ^m.eno. 
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Thomas Williams, a porter on the train, stated that he was 
sleeping on the couch in the men's room of the car when Welles came in 
and asked him how old he was* He told Welles he was 58 years of age 
and Welles then stated that he wanted a boy, and then left Williams• 

Edom Boston, a porter on the train, stated that We lie 3 was 
in the lounge and that Welles wanted him to serve him a drink, which he 
could not do because the bar was closed, and that he then took Welles 
to Welles' drawing room where he left him, but was subsequently called 
back and told by Welles to come in and close the door. Welles said to 
Boston that he wanted him for some "screwing purposes" . Boston, not 
believing that he understood Welles correctly, repeated the phrase, 

"screwing purposes", and Welles said yes . Welles offered Boston $20 
and then gradually raised it to $50* Boston refused to be interested in 
the proposition and left the compartment . 

This incident was reported to the pullman conductor on the 
train and to the railroad conductor. The pullman conductor states that 
Porter Williams hod told him the next morning Welles had "tried to mo.ke 
him*" The railroad conductor, Mr* Stevens, also stated that a pullman 
porter had told him that Welles had made an improper propositi on to him 
and that he had asked the porter for the details of the matter and that 
the porter had stated that Welles had offered him $50 if the porter would 
"suck him", meaning Mr* Welles* The Pennsylvania conductor, Mr. Stevens, 
stated that when this conversation took place there was also present Mr. 
John W* Kissock, an employes of the Pennsylvania Railroad, and that Mr* 
Kissock had kidded the porter by saying, "What do you mean, you turned 
down $50 to suck c nice' clean dick?" The porter replied that he would net 
accept $5,000 to do such a thing. 


I told the Prs sident that the above was the sum and 3U b szance 
of the facts conceding the incident of September 23th . I then told the 
Pre si dent that there were some other developments in this matte - which 
I thought he should know. I told him that about twe weeks ago, Senator 
Wheeler had told a newspaper man that Ambassador Bullitt had told a friend 

m e 

was not on that 
inci dsn t wr, i ch 


of uheeler's about the incident which occurred on September 13 Jn on 


-'0 


Jasner, Alabama. As I understood it, Mr. Bui. 
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trip, but he seemed to have in substance the story c. 
took place on that trip . Senator Wheeler expressed, indignation that such 
a vicious story was being circulated and believed that someone should 
notify Welles what Bullitt was saying* A.ccordinn to Wheeler, Bullitt did 
not want to resort the i nci dent to the Pre s idem because he stated vnat 

; news to the President "would get his own legs cum off 
to Wheeler, was endeavoring to get Judge Moore of the 
tell the Pre si dent about this incident, end he was 
.a vs Colonel itorlinc o° the Tr.it ? Meuse Beers 


anyone who took be- 
Bullitt, according 
State Department t> 
also or no n gi ng tc ■ 
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Bullitt was circulating, and 
colleagues to tell Welles of 
about him. According to the newspape r 
have the Secret Service look into this 
later he told the newspaper man he had 


the newspape r man arranged for one of his 
the rumor that Bullitt was circulating 

man, Welles stated that he would 
whole situation, but a few days 
talked to the Attorney General 
to look into the situation. I 


and had requested the Attorney General 

told the President that Welles had, in fact, seen the Attorney General 
be cause the Attorney General had told me that ftelles had been to see him 
and had stated that Bullitt was circulating a story amon^ the f Senators and 
Congressmen and to newspaper men pertaining to some ,r terrible r incident 
which had occurred on the trip to Jasper , and that Welle 3 had not been 
able to ascertain what the incident wasj but he was greatly concerned 
about the fact that some kind of a story was being circulated about him 
by Bullitt. The Attorney General had indicated to me that there was bad 
feeling between Welles and Bullitt. According to the Attorney General s 
" Welles' did not indicate in his discussion with the Attorney General 
anything like the story which has actually been reported. According to 
Welles 9 he had been drinking rather heavily and was no doubt considerably 
under the weather» Welles stated to the Attorney General that he had been 
taken sick early in the morning and had taken a sleeping pill and had sent 
for some coffee from the dining car as he had a heart attack and that 
coffee was the only thing which relieved it } but beyond that he did not 
recall any other thing happening. 

1 3 .furthermore> told the President that on last Thursday the 
Pittsburgh Post-Disnatch had contacted a newspaper man in Washington 
end stated they had a tip to the effect that Hr. Welles had attacked 
c negro sorter on a train bet'ceen Cleveland and Columbus 3 Ohio; that this 
had occurred while Welle s was en route to Cleveland to made a speech 3 and 
that the Pittsburgh Posi-Bisvctch was desirous of finding out whether there 


was any foundation to 

4.1 -i- - 


;he stor'jj buz had been told that 


so 


far as known 

...ere was no truth to the story and, of course, if it were true it 
probably would be a thing that the paper could not publish . 


I also told the President that Senator Zfteelsr had made the 
statement several weeks ago that Ambassador Bullitt hod advised him 3 
Isr , that his telephone was tatted and that he should be care,ful 
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t asked me what I thought about the two incidents 
Id him that I believed there was no question but 
ertain improver advances and proposition3 to waiters 
rains and th at it was very evident that these 
while he was drunk. The President stated he 
no cussti on but that 7/elles was- drunk and that 
isr the influence of liquor and without knowing what 
had 7 Tc.de these advances. The President asked 
b? zone in the ratter . I told him that there 
z or sat ran; ears on 3 knew of these incidents } 
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including employees of the railroad, as well as persons in Washington, 
as a result of the story which has been told by Bullitt, and that no 
doubt Wheeler would likewise repeat the story to other persons. I 
stated that, of course, it is a common thing, unfortunately, for persons 
to charge men "in public life with indulging in immoral acts and acts of 
degeneracy, but that there did appear to be no question but that Mr. 

Welles had indulged in certain improper advance $ while - on these two 
trips end that I believe probably, when he was intoxicated, he probably 
resorted to this sort of thing, which was more of a mental condition than 
anything else and there could not be any assurance it would not be 
repeated in the future. 

The President then asked me what I thought should be done. T 
told the President that if he intended to continue Mr. Welles as Under 
Secretary of State or in any other Governmental capacity, certainly 
someone should be assigned to travel with Mr. Welles to see either that 
he did not indulge in the use of liquor or that, if he did, that he then 
did not endeavor to make propositions for such immoral relations. The 
Pr°rident stated he thought that this was very necessary and asked me how 
a v/i ought he should approach it. I told the President that if he did not 
wish to tell Mr. Welles what had been ascertained and as to what he i s 
reported to have done, then he should have a very close friend of Mr. 

Welles suggest to Mr. Welles, and see that Welles did it, that he have 

someone travel with him on the basis that it would prevent, any frame up 
or the circulation of any story that would reflect upon his character. 

The President stated he thought this was the solution of the matter and 
that he would have this done. I suggested to the President that, of 

course, the verson selected to travel with Mr. Welles ought to be a 

mature person and not any young man who would lend credence to the stories 
that have already been circulated. 
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I had lit 
knew that 


The President asked me what I thought about the story 
mbessador Bullitt. I told the President that while, o 
tie or no confidence in whatever Senator Wheeler 
Wheeler did not adhere 


con¬ 
course , 

tor Wheeler stated, as I 
to the truth, one could not ignore the 


fact that Wheeler did have the information concerning the Jasper trip, 
which actually had occurred, and that apparently it had been told to a 
mutual friend by Bullitt, so that Bullitt must have been telling this 


story, possibly becaus 
any other purpose. Li 


f his unfriendliness with Welles 3 rather than for 


The above concludes the discussion had with the President about 
the Welles case. After I left the President he immediately sent for 
General Watson, who asked me to wait. General Watson subsequently told 
me that the President had instructed him to get in touch with a very close 
*riend of Mr. Welles and to see that Mr. Welles had somebody travel with 
him so as to prevent any recurrence of the incidents which had been 
alleged. 
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Following my discussion with the Presi dent on the Welles 
case I told the President that in regard to the matter which he .told 
me about last fall concerning the letters which Vice President Wallace 
had written to Nicholas K. Roeridh and Francis R. Grant, which the 
President had said last fall were being shown to certain parties in New 
York which might be used to the detriment of Mr. Wallace and the President, 
I had been able to obtain a set of these letters, together with the 
•proposed cress release which had been drafted at the time but which had 
not been issued, together with the code symbols used in these letters, 
prepared by Mr. Wallace and written in his own handwriting, and in which 
some of these symbols refer most disparagingly to the President. I gave 
to the President this material, which he hurriedly examined and laid 
aside for further examination. The President then again related to me 
the information which he had given to me last fall concerning these 

letters. 

I then mentioned to the gresfdent the difficulties which we 
were having in connection with the intelligence work, pointing out to 
him that there was developing a great deal of confusion and inefficiency 
as a result of the actions of the^ilitary Intelligence Division of the 
War Department in not adhering to the directives which the President 
issued in 1939 and 1940. I related to him the work which the Bureau had 
been doing in the'fSIS field and the contacts which the Bureau had made 
in New York with business concerns and the willingness of these concerns 
to furnish this Bureau with information in Central and South America on 
economic political and subversive activities in those countries, and that 
all of this had been done at the request o' the State Department and with 
-the anoroval of the President, and that now the Military Intelligence 
Division was approaching the same companies and corporations and, making 
the same requests and that they refuse to refrain from this activ: ,y, this 
r°sulti na in considerable antagonism on the part of the business concerns, 
and that I believed it was very definitely imperilling the y'ficienz 
handlina of the intelligence work because of the danger of the activities 
becomino known and of the duplication of effort and approach, upon these 
matters\ The President expressed concern about this also. Es asked me ^ 
what I thought of General Miles. I told him: I thought Liles was a stujfed 
shirt''. I told him. that it was absolutely impossible to get the General 
to properl » cooperate and coordinate acti vitie s, and that while I had 
dilioe'ntly tried to handle the matter amicably, I believed that the only 
alternative was to have a new head of MID. The President then made 
inquire ab out~$~Navc,l Intelligence and I told him that, cf course. Admiral 
Andersen had been transferred to the fleet, but that we Jed and were 


aettinc along seti sfactorily with Naval Intelligence. he stazea zna , tne 
successor of Admiral Andersen, Captain Kirk, he believed, would ce a very 
aood man. " m he President asked me hev: long General Miles had been away 
from the troops. I told him I did net knew but believed he had teen away 

a very long time. -re Pres.-.-;^. *-G —- —^ _ 

refreshed his conneezion with z' ■ t-vops one i-se :ro::.:z - 
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idea and he then asked me if I had anyone in mind who could take General 
Miles ' place and I told him I thought Miles' predecessor, Colonel McCabe,- 
was an excellent man and had worked in full harmony and cooperation with 
the Bureau and that I would like to see Colonel McCabe placed m charge 
of MID, or at least someone like him. The Pre si dent made a handwritten 
note of this particular matter. 

The Pre si dent asked me about the Civil Service investigation 
relative to the theft of the 21,000 records, and I told him in substance 
what the story was, pointing out to him that the employees who had been 
engaoed upon this work, 600 in number, had not been investigated or 
fingerprinted, and that the employee, Crandall, who stole the records and 
who"is under arrest, was employed for ten years and had never been 
fingerprinted. The President stated that if he recalled correctly, he 
haa^ suggested several years ago that all Government employees be ffinger- 
printed\ He asked why this had not been done. I told him I believed 
that his statement of several years ago was more or less of a 
one, rather than a mandatory one. He asked me to take it up with the 
Attorney General at once as to having an Executive Order issued directing 
that all employees be fingerprinted in view of certain things that had 
recently arisen. I told him I would take this matter up immediately 
with the Attorney General . 


The President also told me about a series of articles which 
were to accecr inFLiberty Magazine and that Fulton /Uhrsler, the editor 
o that macazine, had been able to obtain from former Ambassador Hodd 
his diaru and that in this dicry as-peered an item concerning a dinner 
party held in Washington, D. C. t at the home of RexfordTTugwell m 12a4 


a u 


t which HenatcriWaee Is r was present, and tha 


*r 


ou 
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* the Hitler regime and the 


ter Mr. Dodd had pointed 
Nazi policies, Senator 


inevitable that Hitler would be in control 
Stcte.s should take over Canada and Mexico 
Vr 'nama Canal and limit its sphere of activity 


viciousness o 

Wheeler had stated tr.ct is wc 
of Europe and that the United 

and all countries south to th~ - - -- - , , - . 

to that particular oertion, leaving the rest of the world to Nazi domination 

The'' Pre si dent stated that he understood that Oursler had been reluctant 
to Drint this because of the possibility of a libel suit and that he had 
sent word indirectly to Oursler that if he did print it, there would be 
at l-°ast one witness, end possibly two, who could testify as to the 
t^uth o r th is^ statement. He stated that one witness was himself, in that 
n c dd had told him this story when he returned from Germany and after he 
h r'd attended th* dinner rerty, and he believed that Rexford Tugwell 
would alsobe Rllinc to testify to it. The President stated that if this 
stcr'‘ did c^nec.r in liberty, he thought I should tell Walter^Winchell 
about it sc Finer. ell could give it some publicity in his broadcast, as in 
-zr-r'- way it W'uld ha oioked no end carried by the newspapers, whereas if . 

was only Liberty, the papers would not carry it. I told him 

I would t - he oir-i : ' th ; c rzayer. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 

A friend of Senator 7/heeler advised him that Hr. 
circulating a story to the effect that Sumner 

some trouble.” Senator 7/heeler advised William 


Mr. Klelr.kaul 
Mr. Tracy_ 


Miss Beahm 
Mlaa Candy 


Bullitt was 

hitchinson of the International News Service of the story whic.. 

'was spreading, the Senator informing Hutchinson that ^ullit. was cl*. 0 
He lies had "gotten fresh" with a negro porter on a Presidential special 
train returning from the South . Bullitt s story, accoraing ^ ~ , 

*riend was that the negro porter had filed a complain «, abouu ,/elle o 
conduct with the Pullman Company. Wheeler further ^yised.«jtc flinson 
that according to his friend Bullitt was trying to get someone to, go to 
the President and advise him of Welles 1 conduct , Bullitt being a^r-ic 

to do this himself because of his belief that ™K ne ZTlitttrUd to let 
to the President would "get his own legs out off. Bullitt ^tried t get 

"judge" Poore of the State Department ft j; to t Bulli ' 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. D. M. LADD 


Mr. Iiartio 
Tela. Room 


Re: SUMNER BELLES, 

Assistant Secretary of State 


tour Room _ 

Mr. Kleinkauf 
Mr. Tracy _ 


Ml** Dcihm 
M Iss Oondy 

Tftiile having lunch with Mr. Samuel Klaus of the Treasury Department 

today he inquired if I had heard of the White House concern over the - 

reports that Mr. Welles is a "fairy*# 


Mr. Klaus stated that about two years ago en route to the funeral of Ssnator 
Bankhead of Alabama, Sumner Welles approached certain colored pullman porters 
and, according to Mr. Klaus, was "caught in the act of having immoral re¬ 
lations with them." 


Mr* Klaus stated this matter was hushed up until information concerning these 
acts on the part of Mr. Welles came to the attention of certain friends of Moe 
Annenberg, former well-known Philadelphia racketeer now deceased# At the time, 
Annenberg was in prison and was endeavoring to get a pardon* The friends of 
Annenberg, according to Mr. Klaus, obtained written affidavits from the pull- 
man porters involved and took the letters to the Tihite House v/here they were 
brought to the attention of the President in such a manner as to indicate that 
the matter would be made public if a warder. \ r =c net given to .\r-nsnbsrvShort ¬ 


ly thereafter Annenberg died* !r. .wuus stated 
he had hard. that the Arnanberg trout it still : 






out 

ingle, endea-'tr:l 

to det a full oardon for ^nnenberg even iheum he is dead to fully clear had 


.13 was .10' 
"III 




Mr- Klaus stated that certain of the persons,. vh-m >3 
TThita House are much concerned over this matter. 
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On April S7th Senator Ralph 0 • JJrmoster «/ iftzine called 
to see ne* The Senator stated that he axis in receipt of information 
from thoroughly reliable sources to the effect that this Bureau had 
made an investigation of certain alleged disgraceful actions upon the 
part of the tbsder Secretary of State, Hr* Simner Belles* The Senator 
Stated that his sources of tnfomation had informed hin of the names 
of the persons oftoa the Bureau Agents had interviewed about this 
natter and of the names of the Agents who interviewed these persons* 
j asked the Senator whether he was thoroughly confident of the relia¬ 
bility vf hi* info fronts and he said he was* Be then proceeded to 
relate certain details concerning the actions of Banner telles which 
had been told to htm by his informants* He stated that tlze information 
was so shocking that he had not discussed this natter with any one but 
had come directly to see me tn order to determine whether or not any 
such investigation had tn fact been made by this Bureau • 

In view of the fact that the Senator obviously had received 
information from sources which txad been interviewed by this Bureau 
I ’informed the Senator that an investigation Izad been made by the fBI 
some tine ago and that a report had been submitted* 1 told him that 
the allegations made had beer, thoroughly inquired into and nr at the 
. report-, -S ubmitted by z*ze * son &U* m oe. v.i u iiciuiiw o g .l c z » 

x^ctcf©ii4ini_w ? iout any conclusions reached by the fa 1* 

w *% r . 

_ I suggested to the Senator that in view of tile allegations 

-iaae te and of the seriousness with which he viewed the natter, he see 
■:^the "secretary of State, who I knew was cognizant to some extent of 
^thiTisTtuatton, 'though I was not certain as to how far ne ioas informed 
-z&fo iz £~IT « Th e cantor wiu>Cuw^(« tnCi* >*e woula see u,.o wffcr o, 
-litafe* following the Senator * s visit 1 informed the Attorney General 
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thoroughly investigate the sane and then 
The Attorney General stated 

« * . « . _ 1 1 a 4> 


the Senator, i* a member, to 

an appointment as soon as possible to see in a 

President about it • 

On Saturday afternoon general 7atson called my office in 

ss sss 

Mca'ffOinj to spea,': to the President about it on Monday. 

w.i.iJS’i'isss w«~‘? stews* fliST' 

General hod not a«Aed me to accompany hin, and /or *<* at reason I 
4it I sr.oaid not be present unless specifically request to be 
"•oresent by the President or the Attorney General. 


*f . «lt| 


truly your3 


John Jtijcr Hoover 
Z : .*vctcr« 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVcSTi UrUM 
U 9 DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECT10M 
■ ✓ 

SEP -2 1943 

V 

TELEMETER 


WASH FROM L0SA6 2 4-20P 

✓^rector 



BERG. FOR IMMEDIATE ATTENTION ASSISTANT DIRECTOR L.B. NICHOLS. 


REFERRING TO TELEPHONE CONVERSATION TODAY WITH ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
NICHOLS. ASSISTANT SAC J.C. ELLSWORTH DISCUSSED WITH AL COHN, 

LOS ANGELES POLICE COMMISSIONER, IN FBI OFFICES THE MATTER OF THE 
GOSSIP CONCERNING,SUMNER WELLES. COHN DENIED THAT HE EVER SAID THAT 
THE DIRECTOR HAD GIVEN HIM THE INFORMATION CONCERNING V/ELLES. HE SAID 
HE HAD' NOT SEEN THE DIRECTOR FOR OVER TWO YEARS BUT THAT HE WAS IN 
WASHINGTON IN MARCH THIS YEAR AND WHILE THERE HE HEARD FROM A SENATOR 
FROM ONE OF THE EASTERN STATES, WHOSE NAME HE DECLINED TO GIVE, THAT 
THE FBI HAD SUBMITTED A REPORT ON THIS SITUATION CONCERNING WELLES. 

HE ALSO SAID THAT IT WAS COMMON TALK ON CAPITOL HILL AT THAT TIME. 

THIS PARTICULAR SENATOR SAID THAT HE WAS STARTING A MOVEMENT TO HAVE 
WELLES REMOVED AND THAT TWELVE OR FOURTEEN SENATORS MM* WERE AWARE OF 
THE SITUATION. COHN CLAIMED HE TOLD THE SENATOR HE DID NOT BELIEVE THE 


STORY BUT THE SENATOR MAINTAINED IT WAS TR 
READ THE FBI REPORT ON THE MATTER. COHN AT 
ANYONE THAT WELLES WAS INVOLVED IN SUCH A 


UE, AND COHN CLAIMS THAT HE 
FIRST DENIED HAVING-^'OLD • 

• • -» I. • ira. *. ~r~'Zr> s ?; 

i ilr, , nu.it.t..'. h ., i— 1 ' 


i—«-—\ 

u. • 


page one 















PAGE TWO 

THINKING ABOUT IT FOR SEVERAL MINUTES AND CONVERSING ABOUT IT HE SAID 
THAT HE HAD TOLD TWO PEOPLE WHOSE NAMES HE DID NOT CARE TO GIVE. ONE OF 

THESE MEN IS AN EX NEWSPAPERMAN AG MGM STUDIOS WITH HIM .. WHOM HE 

HAS POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS. RECENTLY THIS MAN TOLD COHN THAT IT WAS A 
SHAME THAT WELLES WAS REMOVED BECAUSE OF HIS FIGHT AGAINST RUSSIA, AND 
COHN REMArKED TO HIM THAT THIS WAS NOT POLITICAL AND TOLD THE MAN WHAT 
HE HAD HEARD IN WASHINGTON ABOUT WELLES* PERSONAL LIFE. HE ALSO 
RECALLED HAVING DISCUSSED THE MATTER WITH AN EX MAGAZINE WRITER. HE 
DENIED EVEN MENTIONING THE DIRECTOR IN THESE CONVERSATIONS. HE FELT 
CERTAIN THAT. THESE TWO MEN WOULD NOT PASS THE INFORMATION ON,. HOWEVER 
HE WILL IMMEDIATELY CONTACT THEM AND BE CERTAIN THAT THEY UNDERSTAND 
THAT THE DIRECTOR IS NOT THE SOURCE OF THE INFORMATION. HE IS VERY 
APOLOGETIC FOR HAVING EVEN PASSED THE STORY ON TO THESE TWO INDIVIDUALS. 
PRIOR TO THIS INTERVIEW, CONVERSATION WAS HAD WITH SPECIAL SERVICE 
CONTACT jiCK HOLMES WHO FELT THAT IF HIS SOURCE OF INFORMATION, 

JAIK ROSENSTEIN, WERE DISCLOSED TO COHN, COHN WOULD KNOW IMMEDIATELY 
THAT •HOLMES HAD REPORTED THE MATTER BECAUSE HOLMES WAS THE ONE WHO 
END PAGE TWO 
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induced .idsostein to give the source of ::-;£ s-ofv he .;,-c 




Zr ORE .He. 1 N i ERVI E'.. ■«! *K L.GH;- »/AS e..-; t..c 
anonymous TELEPHONE CALL HAD BEEN RECEIVED FURL I Sri! DC- THIS . 1 


HOLMES SAYS THAT JAI :< ROSENSTEIN, OF WARMER BROTHERS -UBL! 3i . : ■ • : 

is A FORMER NEWSPAPERMAN V1HC WORKED *.V! T>: V/ALTER ’.71 .“SHELL AMD 3“!LL 1' 
A LEO- MAN FOR Vi INCH ELL IN HOLLYWOOD FURNISHING GOSSIP. 

'"OFF 'VAR -0! NTEDLY AND FORCEFULLY AD'MSED OF THE D 1 RECTOR 1 3 DI S¬ 
PLEASURE AT HAVING HIS NAME LINKED WITH ANY SUCH STORY AS .13 I. VOL 'E. 
! *7 ■: H | S 'A . Tn.R « 
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>u?i> cc^i'zijsamix 

2*r SPECIAL MESSAGES 


gajor £«n*ral if* 

Secretard to tft* President 
The White House 
Washington, B* C. 

Bear General Watson* 

X thought the President and you *i$ht be 
Interested in the folloving incident » hick hae just cotta 
to ny attentions- < 

Three individual* who are connected vtth the 
Tamer Brothers Studio and who are alleged by the Bureau e 
informant to be wither jPemmmtet ^er^owsun<#t 

Party members were overheard diecuestng the **t u ®**° n ,?* 
the State department, a*d one I*<*fv14u*2 Stated ***tjih* 
real difficulty Hetmen^he Honorable Sumer ..ond ... 

Secretary of HtaUPeUellBull mat due to eertai* immoral 
■ actions on the part of Welle$, that Hr. ****** had been 

in the habit of having *sexual affairs cith young negro 
boys." and that recently Ae was found in a compromising 
position by certain individuals who exposed hir. in hie 
true light. One of the individuals in quee tt on stated 
that he had gotten this information straight from A1 Coh 
a police Gonmiesi oner for the City of uos Angcscs* _ ilQ 
further pointed out that Hr. 6’oM r.c'tes frequent trips 
to taskinaton and claims he is mil acquainted with me 
and that on a recent trip to 7ashingtcn Gohn cabled, on 
end I told hi k the above etory. 


£ 


xe 



town* 


Tolson_ 

E. A. Teimm 
Clegg_ 
Coffey 
a lav in 

Ladd_ 

Nlcho'ls_ 
H03en_ 
Tracy” 

Acers”_ 

Carson_ 

Karbo_ 

Hendon 
MumfortT 
Starke 


n-.mu of f«ivE3Ttfur*vi i 
^ j j,.4F«tsT of itfsrtcf. ; i 


Qulnr. tas ro 
Mease . 





: : ‘0* ••• Paoe Ttoo 

Me jo r General Sdwtn Mw-Wate 

i M ,««» »>■ .. 

that hehad not l e A n 6 Vthta year and while here had heard 
Washington in March of this gear a eubmi Ued a report 

fro a b» eastern Senator Jhnt ^^\ tar ting a wove 

on the natter and that this Sena c ? a ined he told the 

to have Ur. Welles b jttTe Senator in- 

Senator he did. not b ‘ di *'i h dained that he personally 
dated it xsas true, and Co hn_cic : ai ^ ai denied 

read an FBI report on ** _ *Velleo &ae involved; how- 

:s r r,‘sr:s^*..ta5^s«^ i * “ uis ,m 

Aft.r ;■> - 

instructed that ® ur *"S n0 *mcertain terns that an 
tact ir. Cohn “w/£l*l,® fe a 4 n«uer been circulated. At 
FBI report ^ad not read a report, but 

that tine, Cohn admitted he aac 3enat or who was a member 

insisted that he tj fitter advised that one of 

of the Truman Co®*t tier. d{rector 

the t^ iviaualt h * ^u*Zi a h^told the actress Irene Dunne 
at VOi, that Brown in tun had told ^ 

Cohn stated he had cout . contacted Irene Dunne, I 
belief tho«“ ff h/S W further circulation of the story 
has absolutely been stopped* 

nth assurances of my highest regards. 

Sincerely yours, 



Ta aw* 

4^ 
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Tolson _ 

E. A. Ta.Tja_ 

Cleg?_I 

Coffey_ 

Glavin_ 

Ladd__ 

Nichols 

Roser..__ 

Traoy 

Acers 

Carson__ 

Karbo 

Her.dor._ 

"uirlord' 

S tarRo_ 

Quinn t£T'" 

, i lease__ 

Candy r 


UEKORAVDUU TOR TEE ATTORNEY GEKERAL 

A few days ago our Los Angelas office was ^ 

or a conversation that occurred at the 

in ffollvtoood among three individuals • individual stated 

mith considerable certatnty that the real difficulty between 
the Hono rable Sumn er telle* and Secretary of 

lors due -to certain CfiSSraJ act tone on the part of Welles, that 
he had been in the habit of kavtng ” sexUal affairs with young 
negro boys," and that recently he teas found in o comproniainp 
position by certain individuals who exposed him in Ms true 
lloht One of the individuals in question stated that he had 
gotten this information Straight from Alfohn, 
missioner Tor the City Of ZSs Angeles. Ve further pointed out 
that Hr. Cohn makes frequent trips to Washington and claims he 

is well acquainted with me, and that on « r ***"' t Jfl?. ttoru 
Washington Cohn called on fee and I fold hi* the above story. 

This, of course, is an absolute falsehood, as I have 
not seen Cohn for approximately two years . In view of his 
unsavory character and utter unreliability I woul~ have 
to do with him. However, I did instruct our yos Angeles " 
to immediately contact hr. Cohn and ask him for particulars. 

Hr. Cohn denied he had ever said I had given him x..e information^ 
concerning Hr. Welles, that he had not seen me for overges 
that he was in Washington in larch cj th.~ year a, 
had heard from an eastern Senator that the .31 hc~ sub..y t.ed a 
resort on the matter and that this Senator was starting a nave 
Z P have V. Welles removed. Jfr. Cohn claimed he told the Senator 
he did not believe the story but the Senator insisted it aas 
true, and Cohn claimed that he personally reason ZL repor^on 
the matter. Cohn at first denied ever having t Ox ' the* 

Ur. Welles was involved; however, he subsequently cc.J.te.c he 
had told two people • __ •; _ 

After reporting the above interview to re, -f • cted 

Mthat our Los Angeles representatives again contact?Jr... ^ 

point out in no uncertain terns that an F3I r?port^ "' e ? 

had!--to\Ar\M*^P&ul*ted. At t/iat t’ 


OC1U i*v I wnw - - 

advised that one of the individual 

/ 

clsMs 

o ■ / ■< fu' ~ 






Memorandum for the Attorney General 



K. Brew, a director at MCU f that Brown tn turn had told the 
^a&tress Irene'bunne* Conn stated he had cautioned Browt not 
to pass the story any further and Brown in turn contacted 
Irene Dunne* 

I thought you would be interested in this natter a 
• since it does clearly indicate how vicious rumors can be circu 
lated* 

Respectfully, 


John Edgar Bo over 
Director 

: i • 









FROM 


DO- 


OFFICE OF DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


OFFICIAL INDICATED BELO^Y CHECK MARK 




Mr. Tolson _ (' 

Mr. E. A. Tamm _ ( - fc - 

Mr. Clegg _ < ) 

Mr. Coffey _ ( ) 

Mr. Glavin __— ( ) 

Mr. Ladd . ( 

Mr. Nichols _ (-/ [) {) (\ 

;r» i ^ M1L~ 

Mr. Acers _ ( ^ r U \ 

Mr. Carson _ ( ) 

Mr. Hendon _ ( ) V 

Mr. Mumford . ( ) 

Mr. Nease _____.. ( ) oSt 2 

j k w U, ^ JL. 

Remarks 

<?.. - - +jL 

n 1 . 





























7(&} f 3 


i4 \m 

frn fQ!& UmL ^ ' 
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Hay 3, 2040 


BSEORASOVU FOR UR. 7QL30H 

SR. E. A. TAMS 


u .« £ « J s S5««5 a sfo $£2 gsrar 
ss r aasssss ~ 

ssi^s 

Saayffsauvirsa. 

g Ss 5 ® 3 ®rfflS^ 5 «r 

a^cft iauactejotion had in /act been tod« by true flureou. 

r 0 u'eu o* the /coi tea« the Senator obviously bad received 
in'oration .Vow sources uhich Had been intcrvteuca by to.o Bureau 
A££*cS Ac ScnaSor teci an invnttgaUm Had been aade 

~~ ^ n~- ! •* ‘m* 4 c F<?DOini Had £}<?cn flu£?ni £<»♦*- - , '-*** u 

r-rysws 

:toc!c wiShaut any conclitaione reached by the F8** 

7 sr'naeated to the Senator that in view 0/ allcgaziono 
'■■ado and~0*~%hc aeriouonooa with which he viewed the natter^ e sec 
if 5 - n» Vfltij who 1 teiew wav cognisant to ao^e extent o w 

fd J ™ noTZrtain aY tehee for He ya* Uforacd 

_.,,,,.» ~t;e Senator indicated that he eould Bee the -*ecretar „ 

th? Senator'* «*•** J informed the Attorney O-neval 
O'* £.’><? jcuc ar.d 0/ tfc* natter which the Senator ^iscusccl. „,A k<? * 

Jctur<iai; sarn*ay t^e attorney teneroZ odvioed nc 
- na * or i)rewa-er had been to ace him and had v old his* tia» •■>«# 

^ n ° Stor! tod eecn a« and tod oito scan tea Secretary of ^.ia-c 
7 a ~cr # r*i<? Senator related to tne Attorney isc fieri** -h ****>•*' _ 
a+cr.cc &\at he lied told me and added tnac it waa *n : y* + *~‘> 

io tc.':c ■$>,#<? setter up w*tJi rrunen Scnr-~ ;tar : 0^ j ^c/» -■-- .- 1 



Mr* ToIs on 
Ur* S. A* Toan 


5-3-43 




the Senator, is a member, to thoroughly investigate the nano and then 
tw&o o report to t&« Senate about it# The Attorney General stated 
that he felt it was a natter which he should immediately call to the 
attention of the President* I told the Attorney General 1 thought 
this was the proper action to takes The Attorney General indicated 
that he would make an appointment as soon as possible to see the 
President about it# 

On Saturday afternoon General Batson called a y office in 
ny absence and advised a y office that the Attorney General had called 
him. General Batson, about the natter and that he, General Wat eon, 
oas going to speak to the President about it on Monday* 

Thte naming 1 called General Batson and told General Batson 
that I had received his message, and the General stated he had 
already spoken to the President and that the Attorney General was 
to see the President today # The General wonted to frnoto whether I 
thought I should accompany the Attorney General upon thte visit* 

JT told him that I doubted it in view of the foot that the Attorney 
General ftad not asked no to acoompany kin, and for that reason I 
felt I should not be preeent unless specifically requested to be 
present by the President or the Attorney General* 

Vary truly yours 


John Sdgcr So over 
Vi rector 2 





January 26, 1941. 


A J*- u« Tuuwtoj 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR. 


ZffJ. LUTHER A . THOMAS, Assistant to the 
Vice President, Southern Railway Company, Washing¬ 
ton, D. (7., on January 23, 1941, informed that he 
had information to the effect that a flag-man, name 
unknown, on the Norfolk and Western Railroad, over 
whose tracks the Presidential special traveled on 
September 18, 1940, possibly had knowledge of the 
incident in which Mr. Sumner Welles is alleged to 
have been involved on that train. 


MR. W. O. FRANKLIN, Divison Superintendent, 
Norfolk and Western Railroad, Roanoke, Virginia, 
advised that the flag-man assigned to the above train 
was Mr. H. R. Wilkes, of 1616 Moorman Road, Northwest, 
Roanoke, Virginia. 


MR. HA AM AN R. WILKES, of 1616 Moorman Road, 
Northwest, Roanoke, Virginia, was interviewed at 
that address on January 23, 1941. Hr. H 'dikes, who 
stated that he was born in Bedford County, Virginia, 
has resided at the above address for approximately 
22 years, and has been employed by this railroad 
company for 22 years, was at first very reluctant 
to discuss this incident. He stated that he was on 
the Presidential train on September 13, 1940, per- 
famine his duties as a flag-man on that train be¬ 
tween Bristol, Virginia, and Roanoke, Virginia; that 
he boarded that train early that morning, before 
day break, and that he performed his duties from the 
third car from the end of the train, in view of the 
fact that the last two cars on the train were private 
cars. He also stated that the third car from the 
end of the train, in which he was located, was an all 
room car, and that he was seated on a small camp stoo 
in the aisle at one end of the car. 



Mr. Wilkes stated that while on duty in 
that car during the morning he saw two passeng ers 
enter it from the end opposite where he was stationed. 
One of these pass eng ers he described as a tally well- 
dressed, dignified man, of about 45 years of ages 
the other, he said, was a shorter man. These two 
passengers had a momentary conversation in the aisle 
of the car, the taller of the two entering a compart¬ 
ment nearer the other end of the car and, it is his 
recolle ction, one of the first three compartments. 

The shorter man came on through the car and entered 
the car adjoining. 


Mr. Wilkes said that the taller passenger 
entered the compartment, rang for a porter, and that 
the Pullman porter, name unknown, assigned to that 
car, answered but did not remain at the c ompartment 
but a very short time. It is his recollection that 
if that porter entered the room he r enained in there 
but a very short time. He stated that the same 
porter answered four or five such rings from that 
compartment. He also said that it is his r ecollec- 
tion that this passenger appeared at his compartment 
door two or three times in a state of partial undress 
and peered along the passage-way . He was unable to 
recall how many times this passenger signalled for 
a porter but states it was several times. Hr. 

Wilkes stated that this passenger then must have 
ordered something from the dining car, because a 
dining car waiter, name unknown, brought something 
on a tray to his compartmentj that thaz wed, ter re¬ 
mained there at the c ompartment but an instant and 
got out of there "like a storm." 


Mr. Wilkes stated that he saw the Pullman 
porter assigned to that car and the waiter converse 
momentarily but did not hear anything they said. _ Mr 
Wilkes said that the Pullman porter during the time 
that this was go>'ng on came to him, appeared to b e 
disturbed and excited, an iJ said that the man in that 
compartment wanted him to come in there to have 
something to do with his dick." Vr. Wilkes stated^ 
he was not able to recall any other statements made 
by the Pullman porter in this connection except the 



f 
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words just quoted. He did not know, he said, whether 
it was the pass eng er to have to do with this organ of 
the porter or whether the porter was to have to do 
with this organ of the passenger. Mr. Wilkes said 
that at no time did he have any conversation with 
this pass enger nor with any other employes on that 
train s save the Pullman porter, whose name he does 
not know, who was assigned to that car. Mr. Wilkes 
also stated that he did not then nor does he know 
now the name of that pass enger but that the Pullman 
porter referred to him as "Under Secretary to Mr. 
Hull." 


Mr. Wilkes stated that the happenings he 
has described in that car covered a period of from 
three quarters of an hour to an hour, and it all 
happened early in the morning and before day-break 
of that date. The pass eng er, he stated, appeared to 
him to be "doped" or highly intoxicated. He further 
stated that he never made a report of this, in writing 
or orally, to anyone and never spoke a word about it 
to anybody else . He also said that in so far as he 
knows he is the only employe of the Norfolk and 
Western Railroad that knows anything concerning it. 

He declined to make an affidavit in c onnection with 
this matter, stating that he did not want to be 
mixed up in the situation and did not want his company 
involved. 


MR. R. C. JOHNSGN, Identification Expert, 
Roanoke Police Department, Roanoke, Virginia, advised 
that a search of the files of his department failed to 
disclose any criminal record of any kind on Haaman 
R. Wilkes. 


The records of the MERCHANTS RETAIL CREDIT 
COMPANY, Roanoke, Virginia, disclose that they have a 
file on Haaman R. Yfilkes dating from 1929; that his 
wife's name is Elsie; that he is a property-owner, and 
that his credit rating is average. 





JOHN EO<?AR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR 


Mr. 


.Mr. 



fSurcau of Snucatigation 
Untied States Bcpartmprit nf 3ufiti te 
Slas^mgtnn, ©. <£. 

February 11, 19U2 


MEMORANDUM FQE MR. E. A.«(fT£ffi* ' . 

< jf f /? | 

Re: J. Winston 5 v y 

Special Inquiry_ 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr 
Mr 
re i 


Ml 

Ml 


In connection with this matter which you will recall 
involves telegrams sent to Sumner Welles, SAC McKee has sug¬ 
gested that it would be helpful to the current investigation 
if SA McKinley of the Washington Field Office who is handling 
the matter could review the material in your office which you 
previously snowed to SAC McKee. It is McKee's idea that the 
Agent could thoroughly analyze this material and correlate it 
with the results of the present investigation to develop some 
logical investigative leads. 


Clous 

Glavin 

Ladd 

Nichols 

Tracy _ 
!Ios en 
Cnisoii 
Colley 

Herndon 

Hoi lomon 
. H-Jinn T f . 
. Harbo 
Ic. Room 
. Seas* 
a ncahtn 
bandy 


Respectfully, 


in:: :Vkt 


PERSONAL JiKD CO NFL■ JllTIAL 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
dat e June <?£, 1948 


% 


UP) 'ORA ED UP FOR NR. TCLRQN 
Re: Surr.ner Wells 


J B er i; I'atteij when in the office recently, told 
^ ne the following story: 


Mr. Clan _ 
m. •»«•« . 
kb. Lkdd _ 
K«. Nleftal* 
Mi. *m*m _ 
Mr. Tr»*» 
Mr. OMM 



Mr. C*M«r _ 

Mr. Mandan _ 
Mr. K»>i*«*e 
Mr. Meftalfk 


Mr. Qklan trun» 
Mr. *ar*a _____ 
Til*. Mmi _____ 
Mi. «•**• _____ 
MIm ■•a*"* _____ 
hlla* »*My _ 


Sunncr Wells, according to his information, got in bad. on 
hi-r, last trip to South America at which time he attended the Rio 
Conference. It appears that approximately one year or so ago, Sumer 
Cells had a boy who comes from South America and whom he kepi at 
t/arrenton, Virginia for approximate! y a year; that he frequently had 
unnatural relations with this boy and subsequently sent him to Couth 
.x 7 ”erica where he is suj^posc ' to have stayed with one of Sumner i.clls 
friends in Brazil. 


Shortly after his arrival there, the boy broke down and told 
the Couth American authorities the complete story of his relations 
with Sumner Wells, and according to Bert's information, the authorities 
or diplomat a are alleged to hauc compromised Cells by reason of their 
knowledge of this situation. 


In addition to this, the Pennsylvania Railroad has a com - 
"jetc file on Cells and has had two complaints on Wells wherein he 
ai.oroached colored porters to engage in unnatural relations with him. 
In one specific instance, he approached a colored porter and offered 
tr ray him $20, them. $30, then $50. It is said that the Pennsylvania 
Railroad no longer has space for Wells when he wishes to travel, 
likewise, it is understood that the Seaboard Airlines and the B.and 0. 
\avc information regarding Wells' tendencies. 


Bert wanted to keep his identity out of the picture, as well 
as his source of information. It appears that Hugh Gibson furnished 
him this information, and he, in turn, was furnished by a third party 
who is said to have personal knowledge and to have the name of the boy 
from South America and all the details . I have not submitted a memoran¬ 
dum on this sooner since I was waiting to get the complete details from 
Bert. Bert told me this morning that Hugh Gibson had contacted his 
original informant who, Bert 3ays, is acquainted with the Director, but 
Bert does not know hie name. This informant stated he would furnish 
fir information to the Director. Bert tried tc get Pugh Gibson to grt 
hi. to write out the details on plain paper and send it to us. /ert is 
ne available by telephone at the preseni time but later in the day. I 
will pet in touch with him to try to get Gibson to get the del 
(INFORMATIVE MEMORANDUM - NOT TO BE SENT TO FILES SECTION) 
pass them on to us. Respectfully* K 
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


DATE July 17. 1942 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TCLSGN 


Mr. Udd 
Mr. N 

Mr. Rosen _ 

Mr. Trucy _ 

Mr. Carson _ 

Mr. Cot fay _ 

Mr. Hendon _ 

Mr. Holloman _ 

Mr. Mccuho_ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm _ 


You will recall that sometime ago Bert Mattel 
furnished me with information on Sumner Wells and his 
unnatural practices. Further information was to come 
to him from Hugh Gibson, and Hugh Gibson was to secure 
details from Francis White, former Assistant Secretary 
of State, who knows 7/ells very well. 


Tele. Room 
Mr. Noase 


M l«s Goanm 
Miss Gandy 


W • 


White is a prominent New York lawyer, and will furnish 
the information only to the Director. The Director will not have 
to ask White for any information ; it will be volunteered and the 
Director will not be placed in the position of making an investi- 
gat ion. White would like to have the Director call him the nex t 
time he is in New Yor k. White will meet the Director and furnish 
v this data, giving him specific names, etc. 


Respectfully, 




JWBiijm 

100-134410 

* September 4> 1942 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


I thought you might be interested in knowing of the reported 
friendship between Undersecretary of State Sumner Welles and the 
subject of an Internal Security case, namely one Harden de Valson 


J^-Pr 


att. 


Harden de Valson Pratt, who resides at Minigret Cove, Charles¬ 
town, Rhode Island, was reported as acting in a suspicious manner 
and contacting various Army officers. Investigation was instituted 
by the Providence Office of the Bureau. The investigation revealed 
that Pratt was a Captain in the United States Army during the last 
war and that he is presently a retired architect. During the course 
of the investigation, it was reported by various individuals that 
Pratt was a sexual pervert and that this was the main reason for 
contacting United States Army personnel. 


Pratt was interviewed by an Agent of the Bureau at which time 
he stated that he was a close personal friend of Undersecretary 
of State Welles, and he displayed to the interviewing Agent a 
personal letter from Mr. Welles which began, "Dear Harden" and 
recalled the previous happy times they had enjoyed. The letter 
further referred to a suggestion which Pratt had submitted to Mr. 
Visiles concerning the war effort and which Mr. Yu'elles stated in his 
letter had been passed on to the War Department. Pratt also stated 
that he and Mr. Yielles were roommates at Harvard University a 
number of years ago. 


Respectfully, 


D. M. Ladd 
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Afr« Brantley adifleea^TOrr there wae only on# 
lony report outwitted in thle inguiry. rhuo, the lony 
report 0 / January 88 which Mao ouknitted by memorandum 
dated January 83, i« the only Jong report. . r 


£- 



Quine Tamm, 

Tail. Hoo m_ 

Mr. Nm> 

Mias Baahm 
Mias Gandy__ 


Ur. Brantley did n 
there te only one eunmary m 
It is noted that Ur. Tamm'e 
memorandum, dated January 83. 
the only possible thought is 



4 ** 


know of summary memoranda and 
i*ndum in this file dated January 87. 
Memorandum of January 83 refers to a summary 
Thus, we have searched everywhere and 
that the memorandum of January 83 was 


revised and subsequently became the summary memorandum of January 87. 

, * 

I asked Brantley record in 7 the statements of Till tarn Estes. 

Mr. Brantley did not recall the now? of William Estes, nor could Mr. 

West who aided Mr. Brantley in this investigation although Mr. Brantley 
is certain that if it would have been logical to interview Estes, 
the interview was conducted. The.only possible basis for interviewing 
Estes is found in the fact that he was a waiter tn the dining car and 
Bewitt, one of the personnel^Who contacted the subject of the inquiry, 
mentioned the happentngs tp * Estes. With reference to the statement etf 
William Estes, I have checked the files containing every name of 
William Estes. In addition, I have gone through the*file entitled 
"J. Winston and J. 8t on e",%00-13740, page by page, and have also reviewed 
the enclosures with negative results. . *' . • .f, 


Office, 

any of the memo 
as a matter of 
carbon paptr, an 
incinerator t» 


Miss stalaap states there is absolutely nothing in Mr. itoss'e 
Mr. Brantley told me there werej/p copies e&thf report nor 

a kept ether than what was pr#parfp**t the time and, 


t, Mr, West .and he personally bumtd their notes, 
reforttfen paces, at Mr. Tamm's suggestion, tn the 
is pasemipt'.,^ . 


January Baaman M. Bilk 

referred to m Mr. trantloy e memorandum of 


reported in d#^* " --- 


1 by memorandum dated 
, who.^identified flagman, 
\uarif m3, in witch memorandum 


he woe referred to William Eetee who was expected in Washington on 
January 84, 1041, I as Inclined to the belief %hat tf Estes was inter¬ 
nes negative or it wad^ecided ,f#t to incor- 


viewed, this tnfomatio 
porate his statement. 
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I do not know what else can bs done on this matter • I 
think that it has been completely covered . Every possible search 
has been made which can be made and 3 weald sup-pest that the matter 
be considered closed . 
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closed files of the 
have been taken for 
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January 22, 1941* 


UTMORANDUU FOR TH2 DIRECTOR. 


This investigation was Bade by Special Agent 
V* J* West and the undersigned • 


The in/ormation recorded herein was developed 
pursuant to your instructions of January 4$ 1941, at 
which time you instructed that an investigation be con¬ 
ducted into an allegation that Mr* Sumner Welles , Under 
Secretary of State, had made improper proposals, involv¬ 
ing perversion, to colored male employes of the Southern 
Railway Company and the Pullman Company, on board the 
Presidential train while enroute from Washington, V . C*, 
to Jasper, Alabama, or on its return trip from Jasper, 
Alabama, to Washington, D* C*, upon the occasion of the 
funeral of the late Speaker of the House of Representa¬ 
tives, XT* Bankhead* 


Your instructions were /hat Col * - • starling, 

of the United States Secret Service, White House Detail, 
would place me in touch with 7r• Dale B • Whiteside, also 
of the United States Secret Service, Yhite House Detail, 
who should be in a position to furnish the names of tne 
persons connected with the Southern Railway Company and 
with the Pullman Company, who had knowledge of the al¬ 
leged occurrence • 


Inquiry disci oses that the Presidential train 
left Jasper, Alabama, for Pcs ; net on, D • C*, at approxi¬ 
mately 3*30 p*m* of September 17, 1040, and it consisted 
of Pullman cars and a dining car of the Southern Railway 
Company . The incident is alleged to have occurred be¬ 
tween 5*00 a*m • and 7*00 a*m* of September 13, 1040 . Fhe 
arrangement of the train, in t\ : follow inf order from the 
engine, and the assignment of ?- -logos, was thus: 



Pullman oar named "Hasleti", reserved for 
the use of the crew, icith Pullman porter J. 8* 
Shelton assigned thereto. 

Dining car named Liberty Cap," of the 
Southern Bailway Company, in charge of Steward 
S. J. Badeaux, and having assigned to it, 
among others, Waiters Henry Callaway, John 
Stone, and James L. Bewitz, all employes of 
the Southern Railway Company. Assigned to 
the same car was Pullman Company porter* V. C. 
Reid. 

Pullman car named "Cyrus Northrop," with 
Pullman porter G • B. Wilson. 

Pullman oar named "Glendoll, " with Pullman 
porter J. M. Thompson# 

Pullman car named "Glen Cliff," with 
Pullman porter P. D. Fair. 

Pullman car named "Glen Rapids," with 
Pullman porter S . C. ’ fitchell, in Room E on 
which Ur. Sumner Welles had his compartment. 

This car was numbered three on this train, the 
cars being numbered in their order from the 
rear of the train, the President’s car, on the 
rear, being numbered one • 

Pullman car named "Glen L'ain," with 
Pullman porter A. Dickson, this car being 
*numbered as car twc • 

Pullman car named "Roald Amundson," a 
private car on the rear of the train being 
reserved for the use of the President and be¬ 
ing numbered one• Pullman porter 8. • Lucas, 

the second, as he is known on the rscords of 
the Pullman Company was a3 :■ igned to i his car . 

The Pullman conductor on this train was Hr. 
Walter A • Brooks, who was also accompanied by Pullman 
Inspector David J . Gahagan. 


The Southern Pail 
\o its stewara on i .aiders, 


. in. can y 

j n jo::; 


• 3 1 o n 
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tativea of that company Ur. Luther A ♦ Thomas $ Assist¬ 
ant to the Vtce President, and Ur. IT* F. Kusch, manager 
of tto dining car department. 


COL. K. STASLINO, of the United States 

Secret Service, White Bouse Detail , .*'ae hint? ton* -3* C** 
who was interviewed on January 4, 1941, at the %'hite 
House, stated that he was not on board the Presidential 
train on the trip in question and therefore any informa¬ 
tion he has is purely hearsay. He stated that Ur. Dale 
B. Whiteside, of the United States Secret Service, was 
on board that train, and that he would introduce nc to 
Ur. Whiteeidef and, further, that the Secret Service 
would cooperate fully in the investtgatton. Col. 
Starling did say that the two. Pullman Company porters, 
named Sam JJitchell and A . Dickson, both negroes, are 
thoroughly reliable / that they had been used on prac¬ 
tically a11 of the Presidential trips by train during 
the past several years, and that had they not been 
found thoroughly reliable and dependable they would 
not have continued to serve on such tripe. Col. 
Starling also stated that the dining car waiters who 
were attached to that train were also reliable and de¬ 
pendable persons and that he, in fact, would vouch 
for all of the colored men involved. 



UR. DALE B * WHITESIDE, of the Thite Rouse 
Detail, United State* Secret Service, Washington, D. C 
was interviewed at the White Rouse on January 4, 1941* 


Re said that the alleged occurrence took place 
on board the Presidential train while it was onroute from 
Jasper, Alabama, to Washington, D. C., last summer, ol- 
though he wa3 unable at this time tD recall the exact 
date . It io his recollection, however, that it was first 
brought to his attention at about seven o'ciccfc on the 
Morning on which it ooourred, the train having left 
Jasper about the middle of the afternoon before that . 


tfr± Whiteside said that Ur. Sumner 'Celle*, the 
Under Secretary of State, was on board that -crain • Ur. 
Whiteside recounted that he was approached by a dining 
car waiter whose none he does not now reoall, other than 
that he was addressod as John *• He stated that- i^iis waiter 
informed him that Ur. Luther .1. Thomas, Assistant to the 
Tice President of the Southern Railway Company, who was on 
board the train taking care of the interests of that 
company, and a Ur. W. I. Kusch, superintendent of the 
Southern Railway Company *a dining car service, wished 
to see hi*. Ur. Whiteside stated that this colored waiter 
recited a story to Thomas, to Ijsch, and to him, which 
was to the effect that acme o' the members of the presi¬ 
dential party, including }' r . l clles, had bean drinking 
in the dining car for several M\ra and Jr. -ell 2s, ac¬ 
cording to the story, had left ii^tinq car ana gone 

io his compartment, wnencci \e naa signaled for a waiter, 
in answer to which signal a colored waiter b - the nan a 
of John, last none unknown, res ponded to the call; that 
Ur. Welle* took the waiter into iis, Tellez*, compart- 
nent, locked the door, and toll the >cai ter to pull off 
his clothes, to lie down, and offered him twenty dollars, 
then fifty dollars, and finally one hundred dollars* 


The waiter, according z0 vh e 3 to ry, said that 
he ras frightened and that c informed Jr. el lea that 
he could net do anything like that, as his absence from 
the dining car would be noted and that the steward, or 
man in charge of the dining car, would be looking for 
him and that hia unexplained absence might mean that he 
would be disciplined if not lose his position. The 
waiter also, according to zhe relation, after nak nr 
these rm rks to Ur. "dies, v:cs p^rmizzed by Ur. *' **T ~ ? 



admonished him to return immediately to the folio* 9 
compartment* John, the wait or $ said that he then 
returned to t fee dining oar and narrated to Mr* Kueeh 
the substance of rhat had oeourrod in the Welles 
compartment* Tho waiter aloo oaid that he did not 
return to the compartment of Mr* Voile e# Shortly 
after thio occurrence# oe told by the waiter, Mr* 
relies came Into the dining car on one or two occasions 
ostensibly for the purpose of obtaining some coffee * 
Whiteside further stated that this colored waiter 
also toid him that on one oisft to the dining car tfr* 
relief went to one 0 / the pantries looking for John, 
the waiter# 


Mr* Whiteside stated that during the morn- 
jMc that Mr* I’eiiee apparently when he was unable to 
cot Jbhn# the waiter# back into his compartment rang 
for a Pullman porter and this ring was answered by 
a colored porter by the name 0 / tfitchell/ that tfr# 
relies is allseed to have talked to Mitchell in Preach 
hut porter Mitchell could not understand anything 
that was eaid/ that Mr* Voiles is then alleged to 
have told Mitchell to get one of the boys, 
one of the waiters, in the diner to cene back to his 
compartment, and toU Mitchell that he would give him 
five dollars and that there would be fifteen dollars 
in it for the dining car watter* Mitchell is supposed 
to have told Ur * belles that he dould not do this, as 
he did net knetr the bogs in the diner and is alleged 
to have told Mr* felloe ”Tou have got the wrong man 
this time*" Mitchell then allegedly left the compart- 
Bent and is supposed to have left his car for some 
purpose, but before he l&ft he connected up the signal 
system in hie car with that in tnc adjoining car so 
that any calls for service made by passengers in >.ts 
car would receive attention from the Pullman porter 
in the adjoining car* 


The Pullman zoricr in the car adjoining the 
one in which Mr* •■•olios had his compartment a colored 
man by the non e of Utzon, ana he answered a ring from 
the compartment of Ur* Bellas* Upon going to the com-* 
partment of Mr* belles, according to Ur* Whiteside, 

Dixon ie alleged tc have received the sane proposition 
from Ur* tell ea the:- .vas mods to porter 1 fivchell, os 
heretofore stated* 


Ur* 


it: 


f £ 


p 'Pullman Co*.pc. 


in;'err., d that Ur* A* " . :~er 
- ::c- <: r •rh 0 is uc VC A v ~^nrd 




the Presidential tratn but Ur. Brewer was not present 
on that trip and hie plaoe was talroJ* by Inspector David 
*T. Gahagan, ift o appeared at* the ttne i)he colored waiter 
was narrating the occurrence to Uessrs. Tusch, Thomas 
and Vhtteeide. Ur. Whiteside further stated that lusch, 
Thomas and he were considerably disturbed and put out 
about the whole affair and each more or less ashed the 
other what to do, because of the eertousnese of the 
situation and for the reason that such a high and im¬ 
portant Government offtotal was tnoolved, and also due 
tot he fact that the occurrence happened on board the 
Presidential tratn. 

Ur. Whiteside stated that all agreed to forget 
the enttre thing and to caution all persons th o had know¬ 
ledge of it to keep it quiet# as it was a very grave 
situation and it would be very poor judgment to discuss 
ft* Ur. Whiteside stated that Inspector Gahagan made 
the etatement that he would have to r epert it to his 
gupertor. Ur. Whiteside stated that he mads the re¬ 
mark that hs would only report it to his superior, 

Col. Starling, end said that he did inform Col. Starling 
about it qs soon as he saw Mni agafn. Ur* Whiteside 
also stated that he and Col. Starling informed Doctor 
Uclntyte, the White House physician, of the affair and 
that Dr. McIntyre, Col • Starling and he then decided 
to inform General Satson, Aide to the President, which 
they did. Ur. Whitestde also stated that it teas de¬ 
cided when the three of t-*iea conferred with General 
ratoon that no one had been injured and that the matter 
should drop then and there • 

Ur. Whiteside said that he heard no further 
mention made of the matter ur.til some tine later when 
the Presidential train was returning to Washington 
from & campaign trip, which one he does not recall, tut 
one on which Mr. Welles uvs not one of the party . Ke 
stated, however, Ur. A. p \ Brewer, Company 

inspector, was on that trip and */r. Df'&BVF cane to hiti 



and laid *What is this dops an Sumner Welles?" Ur* 

Vhttaside maid that he feigned ignorance of the entire 
affair but that Ur* Brewer told him that he should 
not be ao "cosy" about it ao Pullman Inspector Gahagan 
lost his head and tnforned some vice president of the 
Pullman Company in Sew York of the affair involving 
Mr* Welles aboard the Presidential train on the return 
trip from Jasper § Alabama* to fraohin^ton* Ur* tfhftawidc 
said that it is his further reoollection that Ur* Brewer 
told him at tho same tins that it was his understand¬ 
ing that Mr* Welles had mads similar proposals to em¬ 
ployes of a railroad eompany or the Pullman Company a 
ohort tin# later on sons regular train, the details 
of which Ur* Whiteside said that he did not recall but 
that the proposals and the procedure are supposed to 
have been about the same as allegedly took place on 
the trip from Jasper# Alabama* 

Ur* Whiteside also said that on that occasion 
Ur* Brewer asked him whom he# Brewer, should see about 
the affair, as he did not know what the legal depart- 
went of the Pullman Company would do about it/ that they 
desired their interests protected and, a* he recalls, 

Ur* Brewer made the r enarfr that the Pullman Company 
might have affidavits or statements from employes of 
the company vtio had knowledge of it. Ur* Brewer, ac¬ 
cording to Ur* Whiteside, stated on that occasion that 
his superior wanted him to inform Ur* Cordell Hull, 
Secretary of State, of the alleged occurrence* Mr* 
Whiteside stated that he told Ur* Brewer not to discuss 
the matter further or to take any action until he, Ur* 
Whiteside, had talked to Col* Starling further about 
it* Be stated that he believed that by this remark to 
Ur* Brewer it would be calculated to preclude Mr* Brewer 
from any further discussion of a very grave and deli¬ 
cate matter* 

Ur* Whitestde also said that the Pullman 
porters on that Prseidentid train from Jasper, Alabama, 
as well as the dining car waiters, are trustworthy, 
reliable and dependable men / that they have been used 
many tines on Presidential trips, and that he can recom¬ 
mend them for their integrity and reliability without 
any reservations * 





MR. A* 7* BREWER , Inspector for the Pullman 
Company, it was learned through the Tashington, D. C 
offices of that company, would be on board Pennsylvania 
tratn Ho.135, enroute from Hew fork City to Durham, 
North Carolina, due to arrive at Washington at 10*25 
p.». of Sunday, January 5, 1941. Ur . Brewer wj s inter¬ 
viewed on board this train between Baltimore and Wash¬ 
ington an Sunday evening, January 5, 1941. 


Mr. Brewer stated he was not on board the 
Presidential train on the trip in question and that 
such information as hs has received concerning the af¬ 
fair is purely hearsay• He stated that the trip in 
m estion was made sometime in September, 1940, accord¬ 
ing to Inepector David J. Oahagan, who took Ur. Brewer r s 
pit oe during Mr. Brewer f s vacationj and Pullman porters 
Sam Mitchell and A. Dixon, both of Washington, D. C., 
are the Pullman Company porters isho have direct know¬ 
ledge concerning the improper proposals involving per¬ 
version made by Ur. Welles. Ur. Brewer stated that 
all of these colored employes are trusted and reliable; 
that both Pullman porters have had approximately 
twenty years experience, and t hat they are selected 
for service on the.Presidential trips because of their 
known dependability and their capacity for retaining 
confidences. He added that these porters are nearly 
always taken on the Presidential trips made by train 
when Pullman service is used • Illustrative of the 
fact that these porters are able to retain confidences, 
Mr. Brewer related that he made two trips after the 
Jasper, Alabama, trip from Washington to Hyde Park, 

Hew York, and return and they did not utter to him one 
word of what had happened on the trip in qi estion* 

As heretofore stated, Hr. Brewer informed 
that David J . Oahagan, the Pullman Company's inspector 
on that trip is now at Miami, Florida, where he will 
be stationed during the winter season. 

Ur. Brewer also stated that Ur. C « JT* Snoddy, 
of Philadelphia , Pennsylvania, is the superintendent 
of the Pullman Company's interest in this area and is 
his immediate superior. He stated that Mr. Snoddy 
is the person who told hi?i of the alleged occurrence 
on board the Presidential train from Jasper, Alabama, 
having instructed him to meet him on a train some time 



ago, at which ttme he narrated the affair to him* Be 
oatd that Ur* Snoddy gave him. the file on the case to 
read, and that the affair ehocked him and came to him 
ae a thunderbolt because of the high esteem in whtch 
he had always held Ur* Sumner belles* Ur* Brewer says 
he told Ur* Snoddy at the time that the matter was 
"dynamite*, and that he further understands that the 
only file of the company on the case# if any, is in a 
safe in the office of the President of the Pullman 
Company at Chicago, where ii was sent by Ur* Snoddy 
for safe keeping. Ur* Brewer statee that he understands 
that the original papers in the case were destroyed and 
that if the Pullman Company has any file at this time 
it is in photostat form* 

Ur* Brewer stated that os to a similar oc¬ 
currence alleged on the part of Ur* ielles, said to 
have taken place a short tint after the Jasper trip, 
on o Pennsylvania train between Washington and Chicago, 
at which time Ur* Welles became intoxicated, it is his 
understanding that some employes of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad, names unknown, are the only persons who have 
knowledge of that situation* He further stated that 
hie only information in that re3pect is hearsay but he 
believes that Ur* Snoddy will be able to furnish the 
names op the individuals connected & th the Pennsylvania 
Railroad who have knowledge of that situation* Be a130 
stated that he thought the persona of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad who m-giib irnoio oj that woula oe Hr * *' inn^egait , 
manager of the dining car department, or Hr* Sd Srnest, 
general passenger agent of the Pennsylvania system, botn 
of whom are locate ■? at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania* 

Ur * Brewer stated that Jr* ? * P* ~usch is 
manager of the dining car service of the Southern Rail¬ 
way, at Washington, D* C*, and was r n board the Presiden¬ 
tial train on the Jasper trip* Be also informed that 
i/r. r. . 4 . Brooks, of Washington, D* C*, was the Pullman 
conductor in charge of the Presidential train on that 
same trip* 


Hr* Brewer stated that he would return to 
Washington, B. C*, on Tuesday, January ?, 1042, at which 
ti-<e he would contact Agent rest and the undersigned, and 
that he would get into touch with Hr* ^noaay and da /:*j 
utmost to bring abouz full and complete coopera Aon ^vth 
the Bureau in this mat. oer by the Pullman Co:;ip.:ny* 



On January 6th, 1941, Jr. Champ Cary, vice 
president in charge of operations of the Pullman Company, 
located in the Pullman Building, Chicago, Illinois, 

K»s interviewed in the offices of Jr. Sale Holden, uice 
president of the Pullman Company, Jo.52 fan^erbilo Avenue, 

New York City • 

Ur* Cary stated that he realised that this 
o very delicate matter but that the Pullman Company would 
cooperate with the Bureau and would make available to 
Agents for interviews the employes of the Pullman Company 
who are alleged to have knowledge of this incident* hr. 
Carv Xros asked whether the Pullman Company had any 
written statements taken from any of the employee 
frnew about this matter and his reply was that no written 
record exists today and that it is his understanding 
that any written reports which were made concerning it 
have been destroyed» 

Ur* Cary was aafred whether any information 
had come to his attention with respect to a similar oc¬ 
currence at any time involving Ur. telle* and he replied 
that he had never heard of it and had no information 
whatever concerning any ot^cr incident of this nature. 



Signed statemends were obtain ed from the 
per80ne named hereinafter, and they appear in order, 
as follows* 


Samuel C. ISitch ell, of Washington, L. C., 
a Pullman Company porters 

Ale zander Dickson, of Washington, D, C 9 , 
a Pullman Company porter; 


Barry r. Lucas, of rashington, D. C • , a 
Pullman Company porter; 

Walter A . Brooks, of Washington, D . (7., 
a Pullman Company conductor; 

David J. Gahagan, of Hot Springs, Virginia, 
a Pullman Company inspector 


James L. Hewitt, of Covington, Kentucky, 
a dining car waiter of the Southern Railway; 


Henry Callaway, of Atlanta, Georgia, a 

dining car waiter of the Southern Railway; 



*111 tern K, Xusch, of diver Springs, farm¬ 
land, manager of the dining car department, of 
the Southern Railway Company, and 


Luther A • Thomas, 
Assistant to the Tice 
way Company • 


of ■ as hi ngn on , • 

President, Southern 


* y 

Sail- 



Washington* D. C« 
January 9* 1941* 


and sayt 


I* th® undersigned* Samuel C. Hit oh sill* on oath* depose 


3y nane is Samuel C# Ultohell. I reside at Ko*l54 ^ 
street* Northwest, hashington* D. C. I 31a 43 years of age* an 
married* was bora at Honsja.ath* South Carolina* an! have been 
engaged oontinously for ap. roximately fourteen years last past 
as a porter by the Pullman Company# 

1 was assigned to Hallman car known c» “Glen Rapids" 
which was attached to the Presidential train whioh made a trip from 
Washington* D. C.* to Jasper, Alabama* and return, on the occasion 
of the funeral of Speaker of the House Bankhead in September* 1940# 
Mr« S umn er Welles* Under Secretary of State* occupied Compartment 
8 on that oar on that trip. 

On the return trip from Jasper* Alabama* to Washington* 

D. C.* I was off duty for three hours from twelve midnight to 
three a.nu of September 18th* 1940* At three a. a. of that date 
I returned to duty and was attending to my regular work in the 
oar# When I came on duty at that time I passed through to® dining 
oar and saw air. Sumner belles there* where he was ®eated at a 
table# At about 5.45 a.nu on that date Mr# belles c-une back to 
hid compartment from the dining car. Shortly after he got into 
hia room he rang for a® and I answered. At that tiro® when I tfent 
into his room he had on no clothing excepting the pants ox his 
pajamas* He asked me to close the uoor but I diu not. He then 
asked me did X want to make twenty dollars# I replied "X don*t 
quite understand vrhat you mean. n He kept repeating "twenty^ 
d •Ilsurs’'• I told him, “No* sir* you have the wrong man." I then 
left the room and went on about my duties. 


Within a few minutes he rang again and I answered the 
call# He was in the same condition of undress. He asked me* 
"DonH you want to make twenty dollars? n I remember some time I 
told him X did not have time and would see him later* I made this 
statement to get rid of him. 


Within another few minutes he rang again and I answered# 

He was in the same condition of undress* He again asked if I wanted 
to make twenty dollars and X told him again that I d id not have time 
but would see him later. Within another few minutes he called me 
for th® fourth time and I answered. Re was in the 3ace condition 
of undress. He said "X will give you twenty-five dollars. Is it 
a go* or not?" I told him* “Positively Ho." I left and within 
a few minuter ho r^ns or the fifth tins and I answered. He then 
told me to get him a waiter from the dining car. I went to the 
diner* 3aw the ntpward, Rr. Badoau::, u:.i told hiri that 1 wanted a 
vni'-cr for compartment £ in nr/ c*-r. fvieaus or signed 1 welter 

to "O to copcfartaeat E but I do ‘row the T»se of that waiter# 

'-it h/ 



S. G. Mitchell, 


This waiter I saw go Into Hr. Welles 1 compB.rt3ient. The door closed 
When the waiter went in. The? waiter remained in there Just a few 
seconds aai backed out of the compartment with a strange expression 
on his face* The waiter c»ae by me on his way to the diner and said 
"What is the matter with that man in compartment 2? He must be 
oshst Shortly after that I went into the diner, got my break- 
fast, and wont with it back to .-'or tor Dickson 1 ® car, *< here I ate 
it in one of the rooms. I had been'there only a few minutes when 
the waiter who answered the first call of fcyr. belles for some one 
from the diner, came to da and said that the dining car steward had 
received five dollars from Mr. tfelXes to see that he got him a 
waiter and the waiter told tae he had refused to serve -&*• Hellos. 

On finishing my breakfast I went back to ay c ar. 

Within a few minutes after returning to my oar Mr. Welles 
again rang the ffi gnAl for me and I answered. He was still in the 
mba condition of undress. Ho still wanted a waiter. I said not h i n g 
to him but told the steward to assign him a waiter which he did. 

I do not remember the names of the waiters who answered, because 
I do not run on the same t rains aa a rule with them* This procedure 
was repeated about five times. Different waiters angered on aech 
occasion, us I rensjmber. About the time the third waiver went to 
the room of Hr. Telle8, I was near Ur. belles' door, just a few 
feet away. When the waiter went in this tino, Mr. Tellea told 
him toclose the door, which the waiter did partially, leaving a 
small opening. I was able to hear -r. Tolies ask this man if he 
wanted to make twenty dollars. The waiter told him "Tea, sir." 

I then fce^rd air. belles say ^ruil of your clothes." Ihe waiter 
then rot out of there icnedi-’toly. The waiter then went o&cic 
to the diner but did not say anyt .ing to ae. 

4 short time later I and to leave *ay car to go to the club 
cur to set -one clothes which enn of the oissengern hr.d left with me 
to have crested, Ipon leaving my car the signal system vac connected 
with the* signals of the adjoining car, the porter in which w^s 
A. Dickson. Oa such occasions the porter in the adjoining car 
wil n - answer signals received from the car from which the porter 
ia absent. After I returned fro* the club car sorter Dickson 
Lold ec that the bell in compartment S, which »as occupied by hr. 
Tolies, had rung three or four tires. Dickson said he had answered 
each ring and that when he inhered the first ring, Hr. belles 
had asked him if he wanted to make twenty dollars. Dickson told 
me, "Youhave a cock-sucker up there in compartment E. He wanted 
to ‘blow my •whistle’ u . 

A short time later jsr. >lles dressed, went into the 

diner, and returned within a few cinutea to bio compartment. de 
than ny for me and said he wanted a waiter. I went to the diner 
and told Ur. Badeatuc, the dining err steward, that Ur. Welles wanted 
i Vnit-r. vv-r. n I returned to r r--r frm the dinar Z saw Vr. 
•^hitf'^ite, of the C-ecret sitting on nty esmp stool* -->r. 


■ its si ie nrt X ? * j.k e d f or 


jy- two ->bov:t the occurrences, 



3* C. Mitchell# 


3 . 


An that Banner. I do not remember much of rtbat Mr. 'Whiteside and I 
talked about. Shortly a waiter by the name of Galloway# or Calloway, 
came to Mr. Welles* compartment with a tray in his hand buu nothing 
was on the tray. Mr. Whiteside met him at.the door of Mr. Welles* 
oompartment. The waiter then went into Mr. belles* compartment, 
but the door was not closed. The waiter remained there only a moment, 
j id not hear any of the conversation. The waiter then left and 
went back to the diner, returned to Mr. belles' compartment, and 
served him some coffee. Mr. Whiteside was at the door at «hat time 
also. I he^rd none of the conversation. The waiter left ana alter 
that I did not receive any more rings from hr. belles' compartment. 

I did not go back to Mr. Velles* compartment again until later in . 
the day# as I r emember I called him about one hour© before the train 
arrived in Washington# which was in the afternoon of that same day. 


When the train was in Chattanooga, Tennessee, that morning 
I was in my car# and the third waiter, who had gone to Mr. Relies* 
compartment that 'corning before that and whoa I had heard Mr. belles 
tell to pull off hia clothes, tapped on a window of my car and told 
He that Mr. Thomas, of the Southern Railway, wonted to Bee at in 
a fwrj Mgfr ng room of one of the cars on -the train. I went to the smoking 
room and there saw Mr. Thomas, Mr. Kusch, and Whiteside, as well 

as the waiter who had tapped on zy window, ka soon as i got tr.ere the 
waiter left. Mr. Thomas told me to tell him what had gone on. with Mr. 
Welles. I told him about the sons thing that I have told here this 
nornlna-. A little later that sane day I told Mr. Gahagafc and Mr. 
Brooks, inspect or and conductor of the ruUman Company or. tne train, 
the name thing. 



Then personally speared before me# Dwight jruniljy# Special 
Agent in Charge, Federal Bureau of Investigation, at Washington, D.C., 
this ninth day of January, 1941# toe above named Samuel C. Mitchell, 
who took oath to and subscribed the above statement. 




Washington, D- C 
January 9, 1941* 


I, the undersigned, Alexander Dickson* on oath, depose and 
aay: a 

'jy name is Alexander Dickson?*I reside at 5421 last Capitol 
street, Washington, 0. C. There I have resided about four months. 
Prior to that I resided *t 1613 itorian 3treet, Washington, D. w. I am 
50 vsars of age* I was bom and bred in Washington, D.C., and have 
lived here all my life. I hev* been employed by the .'ullaan 'womrany 
for twenty-nine years* I have been assigned to these *-resiaeifttlai 
trips ever since the administration of the lute President *erren u. 

Hnrding. 

X was assigned to the Presidential train that made the 
trip from Washinrton, D. C*, to Jasper, Mbaaa, and return, on the 
occasion of the death of the Speaker of the House ’dr. Bankhead in 
September, 1940. On that trip I was assigned to whs car ulen 
Bain 11 which was the car that wno next to the President a oar. xy 
dsr consisted of the Ahite House staff. 

I know Pr. Sumner belles, Under Secretary of State, by 3ight 
and I know that he was a member of that party, hiring a compartment 
in compartment ft in the car "Glen Rapids,” next to mine, in which 
3. C. . “ " ” A ‘“ 


hitchell was the Pullman porter. 

On the return trip from -Jasj-^r, 'labsma, uoout oetvcocr* fivs 
gjvi ft-re thirty in the naming I was answering sirpnls in the car 
In which hr. hellos woo a passenger, Porter Id.Ache 11 having told ne 
he Vd to re to the club car to got seme clothes left up there cy 
hie to be grossed for one of his pnsrengers. It is cusvomnry to ir- 
r.nw the signal syntca in a car in *hioh -he port or is Aoen^ao 
that the porter in the adjoining car will bo aixie u> give 3orv*ce. 

Shile Mitchell was gone the bell cosspsrtaont^S 

car rang; acd I answered it* kr* "IfcllwS wac in tr.^t conpar 

1* hi., aft! ras ir. ,hor. I arrived lhare. 

When I answered the door, he said, ‘’Come in,porter* de said,^ Gl0 f« 

irc j -! 0C 1 C the door." I 0 sired din what V wanted and as said, ■ uome in 
and clone and lock the door." I refused to come in further to a.s room 
or to lock thr door. He said, "It will V all right. I taeu left 

bio compartment and returned to :tj car. He did net of for me arr r -rney 
and did not say anything else to mo. ’Jhile I was returning to my own 
car, Tortor Mitchell returned to his car sad I told litcnelu -hat ^9 
needed to attend to the gentleman in compartment 2, because x cla nut 
think he was right. I told Porter lit obeli that J. tho jtfbtttio 

gentleman in ccsuartner.t 3 was rreng,. bemuse V -n r a 

accent." This was the only bell that I answered an L^tcholl - car* 
This io all that I remember that 1 said, to iir-chell about the toac-er* 


tc 


I liter on arrival „r. 

1 tew art, Di>tr.-rl 


tii.; r..-"on, 1'.;*, reporter; the ratter 
ri;.v-if.Vrit of the -uliuaa -ocny* 

. j ; ' OC'.. - 1. <13 ^ *-6i • 




km Dickson, 


2 . 



The a personally appeared before ne, Dwight Brantley, 
Special Agent in Charge, Fodernl Bureau of Investigation, at 
Washington, D* C*, thi3 ninth day of January, 1941, the afore- 
mentioned lileiiander Dickson $r*, who ffiade oath and subscribed 
the above statement. 




Washington, D. C., 
January 1C, 1941* 


I> the undersigned, Harry T. Lucas, on oath, depose and say* 

u"y name la Harry ft. Lucas. I as known to the • Pullman Company 
as H* W, Lucas, the second , ss there is another man employed by the 
Pullman Company by the name of H. T. Lucas. I reside at 5333 Kast 
Capitoal street, Tashinrton, D. 3., where I have lived for the pact 
two years. Prior to that T resided at 1327 Florida Avenue, apartment 
102, ^Taohington, D. C., for eight years* I am employed as a porter 
by the Pullman Company ind have been -with that company twenty years. 

I have beer. assigned to Presidential specials since the administra¬ 
tion ot President Harding. I am 47 years of age and was born gnd 
brought up in Washington, D. C. I am married. 

I was a member of the Pullman Company crew assigned to the 
President's special train from T achin'; ton, L\ C., to Jasper, Alabama, 
and return, in September, 1940, upon the occasion of the funeral of 
the Speaker of the House, «r. Bankhead. On that trip I was assigned 
as porter to the President's car. On the toturn trip to Washington we 
left Jasper about four o'clock and this incident happened early on the 
following morning. 


I know Mr. Sumner Welles, Under Secretary of State, by s ight 
and he was aboard this train. !2r. Telles had space in the P ullma n car 
in which porter Sam Mitchell was assigned. I had to go to the dining 

car early that morning, about sever, o'clock. From the car in which I 
was assigned, to go to the diner I had to pass through Hr. Tellea* car. 
*hen passing through this car at this time j. passed ^4r. Telles' compart¬ 
ment. His door was opened. He was seated on the bed. He had on his 
pajamas. He called me to his dcor and I went there. He said he wanted 
to sec me. I asked him what I could do for him. I told IS r. ?el>3 I 
was not the porter in hie c*r. Porter :‘.itshell waa seated at the other 
end n the car "nd I raved at him to :.r.e down tliat way. -itchell 
motioned me to wait on Mr. Teller?, Mr. Telles, when r ^ot to Ms 
door, told me to come in and close the door. I stepped in but kept 
the door partly open. Mr. Telleo asked me if I wanted to make twenty 
dollars. He did not say what 1 ~as to do in return for the twenty 
dollars. I told him that I was busy and had other things to do, and 
went on to the diner. About twenty minutes before I made this trip from 
° ar ainer I had seen 'teller Calloway in my car, ot which time 

Galloway^ne ..r*d gone oo Jr. Teller 1 room that morning that morning 

5* '•*! T 4 leS hld ofrered ::in tlTer - t > r «oUap* if be would let ° 

Kr. 'C_les go ...cwn‘' on aim, Galloway, Shir all the -onv^rsation 
I had with Upllowny nbcut the matter. -o^r-avion 

1 h3d ****6 the trip +0 the diner, at the time that Mr. 

£ u<l l Z d ,i e 1° hi f 3n «y way back to my car I spoke 

^ ; w rt !i , ^itchell, who asked as what Jr. telles wanted, and I told him 

^-tch-rll then raid thrt Mr. Telles had been bothering 
.‘■‘f. rjxl J ni ? ht but .- id no ~ So into any details or describe how he Md 
oother^d mm, as _ new recollect. 

/ 

v / / , r 

•v Y^ " L 



H&rry W. lacas, 


2 


1 had to aake anothertripto the^diner^hat^rn^ 

and while on the way I sawn^oithf *Aer. He Is a 
had a tray, tat I do “L^^aaltersaidto as, a a he wae 
abort, browned *^^ 1 ™?* C0 ^ art nJnt, "T at old son of a bitch 
coming out of *r* + ^ilm « go down 1 on ne. H 

Tu&& and'the waiter fashed and that was all that was said. 

I wad occasion to wo to the diner to set sob* 

food for ^ 

Welles. ^ I recall it now, hewas“Se. I saw ter. belles 

lieve he had on his bath-robe b » steward Badeaux and at 

had a flwe ^oUarbm d “i Wax to have that boy coa* 

the seme time heard Sr. exx. dinin- car on that trip 

Sft brown- skinned ^--ecritad «». 

rba^:.? « 

towards yr. *elles who was in the diner at the time. 

IH occaeion that morning to make an ot her trip to 

arSKV^RS^?^ gna&as iy. 

sssuw* ass's 

fitter. This is e3l I know about *.nis _nci~ent. 



— wea-uiV- *•*- pr^M before me, Trwight Brantley, 

of Irvosti^tion, at Washington, 
Special -gent in Charge, •cderal ..o a ox in > 

n r +bi'-■. tenth day ol J;nuar^, ■*•'**-> V/,c -■ . 

i c ;;; who nade oath to a nd subscribed the stove statement. 


Witnea : 




-Eashington, D. C 
"January 9, 1941* 


If the urklersigned, Mr. Walter A. Brooks, on oath* depose 

and say) 

My name is Walter A. Brooks. I reside at So.5520 Thirty- 
third street, Horthirest, Chevy Chase, Washington, D. C. I am 
aged 59 years, having been horn in Evans City, Pennsylvania, and 
have been employed continously for the past thirty-six years by the 
Pullman Company, and for more than thirty-four years have been a 
Pul lman conductor. 

I was in charge of the Presidential train for the Pullman 
Company on the trip from Hyde Park, New York, to Jasper, Alabama, 
and return to Washington, D. C., in September, 1940, on the occasion 
of t he funer al at Jasper of the late Speaker of the House Bankhead. 

On the return trip from Jasper, Alabama, to Washington, 

D. C., my attention was brought to an alleged incident involving 
Mr. Sumner Welles, Under Secretary of State, who was aboard this 
train and who occupaied a compartment aboard the car "Qle n Rapids" , 
the porter on which was Sam 0. Mitchell, a colored man. 
st^ndingwf -this -inciderrtri e -that it -involved -aUeged-inprpper-ed- 
Y&noey , ^ y » gi'r 'to porter -MitehellT a . 3 • 

Mitchell, at about seven o'clock on the morning of September 
18th, 1940 , on board the train, told me that a waiter, whose name I 
do not know, had been called by Hr. Welles to his compartment earlier 
in the morning; that Mitchell did not tell me the name of the waiter, 
and I do not know now the name of that waiter. Mitchell at this time 
also told me that Mr* Welles had rung for him and that he had an¬ 
swered the call, by going to Mr. Welles 1 compartment. Mitchell said 
that when he went to the compartment, Mr. relies asked him,^Mitchell, 
to come inside and to close the door. Mitchell did not tell me of 
the conversation he hed with Mr. belles nor what Mr. Welles wanted 
him to do. From what Mitchell told me about this incident, whatever 
occurred there, he, Mitchell, did not like it. 

After the conversation with Mitchell, as 3et forth above, 

I saw Mr. Welles in the dining car aboard the train, where he had gone 
for some coffee, which he drank while sitting at a table. Mitchell 
in discussing this incident with me told me that Mr. Welles had been 
drinking. 


jjo other porter on the train and no waiter on the train dis¬ 
cussed this matter with me, and the only person on board the train, other 
than Mitchell, with whom I discussed it was Mr. David J. Gahagan, In¬ 
spector of the Pullman Company. My only talk with Mr. Gahagan about 

the matter was what Mitchell had told me. 

The only other persons employed by the Pullman Company who 
yere aboard thi.: -rain having knowledge of this incident, I blieve, 
are: Per - "-r l. Tiokscn, a colored nan, sorter H. -7. Lucas, the second, 
a* colored can. I base this belief on my experience as a Pullman 



2 . 


s 


Walter A. Brooks, 


t ^ at lri ? en f 310 ® incident occurs on a train the 

Se^St tT^t’thAi^h s 5 r3 iaio fd 1 ntely adjoining each other 
”! “F* TL®** their beads Aether or talk a bout it to some 
extent. The ear on the end of the train was the President^ 

?7^ r + 0n "^ ch ras , H - *• the second. The 

? ar rv« n ^ Xt to that was the car as "Qlen kain M on which 

on the p S r ^ r - ^ naxt car the ■oM^da«, 

sL c 1 ?? Bner ?? n * 8 ^ a « 0 ®part»ent, and on whioh 

thT h „* 11 p0 f t€r * Adjoining that car forward was 

S 1 ,,** 1 ® Sou ^ ern Kailw> the steward on which 
wi« ai m ? ^ d ® ailx * *&■« *• ?• Kuach, manager of the Southern 

f ,rvic «' and Mr. Luther A. Thomas, Assistant 

0f 1)16 Southern Railway Company, were 
also aboard the train on this trip. 

i j The infoimation set forth above is the extent of ay 
knowledge of thia incident. ** 


b/ 


-yf/ . 


. , . , rn " Personally appeared before am, Dwight Bjrantl-y, 

opeclal Agent in Charge, TMeral Bureau of Investigation, at 
Jas.-^ngton, D. C., thia ninth dav of January, 1941, the above 

“ 0Ut1L S nt. BrO ° k8 ’ '** t0 ° k ° nth * nd “ribed to the 




Special 4gent,' 

Federal Bui^u of Investigation. 



Washington* D. C.> 

January 10* 1941* 


I* the undersigned* David J. Gahagan, on oath*- depose and 

8ay * ^jy name is David J. Oahagan. I an presently residing at 

Hot Springs, Virginia. I used to reside at Mo.10 Chamblet street, 
Boston* Massachusetts, but am no* making my headquarters at Hot 
Springs, Virginia. I was born at Sonersworth, Sew Hampshire. X am 
52 years of age. I have been employed by the Pullman Company since 
Uaroh first, 1917. I am employed by that company as a service In¬ 
spector. 


In September* 1940, I was a member of the oilman crew 
assigned to duty on the Presidential train between Washington, D.L., 
and Jasper, Alabama, and return, on the occasion of the funeral of 
the Speaker of the House, Ur. Bankhead. Kr. W. A. BrooKO was the 
Pullman conductor on thst train; a porter named Incas was on the 
President*s carl a porter named Dickson was in the car in which 
the "Shite House staff was riding; and a porter named Bitch* 11 was 
in the c nr in which membero of the Cabinet end their representa¬ 
tives had accommodations, iir* iff. F. Kusch, manager of the dining 
car service of the Southern Railway Company, and Ur. Luther Thomas, 
of the Southern Railway Company, were also on the train, tor. Dale 
miiteside, of the United States Secret Service, White House detail, 
waa also on the train. 


Iir. Sumner idles, Under Secretary of State, was on the 
train and it is ray recollection that ne occupied compartment S in 
the Pullman car in which Mitchell was porter. I know iir. Welles 
only by sight. I know that we left Jasper late in the afternoon and 
thi: > i?;dd»-nt happened early on the following morning. Uy informa¬ 
tion concerning it is purely hearsay. 


Shortly after two a.m. of that morning I ^nt off •v.ity 
and retired. I recall that I arose shortly after 5-30 a.a. After 
making ray toilet I *®nt into the dining car for breakfast and whUe 
seated there I 3 aw Ur. belles in the diner looking into the pantry. 
Mr. belles appeared to be looking for something or someone in the 
pantry. He regained there Just a minute or two. I did not see 
him speak to anyone while there, nor did I see anyone speak to him. 
He then left the diner and it is my recollection that he went toward 
the car in which he h;,d hi? compartment. He was* fully dressed. 

\*r. '“ellos appeared rather pole and haggard; he, however, was able 
to walk without any difficulty. I did not hear him engage in any 
conversation with anyone. About five minutes or so later, while I 
was still s-ated in liiq diner, 'Jr. ~elles again came through the 
diner Alone -*nd as I rec:bL2 walked toward the club car. X did not 
observe him en.'-gQ in any conversation with anyone * 



David J. Gshagan, 


2 . 


On finishing my breakfast I went thro'igh the train to 
observe ho* everything was getting along. *ben I came to the oar 
in which Mitchell was porter and I asked him how everything had 
gone along. Mitchell shook hi? head and then asked me whether I 
had heard what had hap t ened and I replied that I had not. tfitchell 
appeared to be very nervous and disturbed. Mitchell then told me 
that during the morning Mr, Telles had rung for him several times 
and ih'it he had annwered each ring of Mr. belles. He stated that 
iSr. T e iieg had tried to get him to come into hi3 room} that he 
had offered him money, and in fact had offered him an op, ortunity 
to make some easy money. Mitchell did not name to me any amount 
that Mr. belles had offered him. Mitchell did not describe in any 
detail to me any specific act or statement made to him by Mr. 

Telles, but from Mitchell^ conversation and his apparent state 
of excitement I could not help but conclude that soma unusual 
thing had occurred. From my conversation with Mitchell, he said 
that Hr. Telles had tried to get him into the room and had offered 
him money on more than one occasion that morning. iitchell told 
me that when he would not go into Hr. belles* room, Mitchell was 
instructed by Mr. Welles to have a waiter come to his room, *iitchell 
said that he got the waiter to come to the room. Mitchell told me 
thut the w iter, whore name 1 do not know and which was not furnished 
s»T~~ot out of Hr. belles’ room in a hurry and that the waiter 
seemed excited. Mitchell told me that as many as two waiters went 
to the room of Hr. Tellea and that he, Mitchell, got each one of 
them to come back there at !£r. TTelles’ instructions. 


During this conv-rcation -.-<ith ‘itchell, I asked him whether 
any other Pullman employes kn«w alowt the matter. He replied that 
he had to leave hij car to go to the exub car to get 3Qu±e clothes 
and* cf v 'ilc ^bcent rortvr Tick non, in the .-d joining car, was answering 
the signals in his, itchell’3, car. Mitchell told me that - orter 
Jickson had told him th-’t lie Mitchell was : rone he had angered 
a bell from ir. Tolies compartment and that Dickson had said that 
■Telle s had propositioned him, lie<son, when he answered taat cell. 


r then talked to Porter Dickson, who told me that he had 
-answered a beli from Mr. Telles' compartment while Mitchell was absent 
aid that ir. To Ilea had tried to get ixim to come into his compartment 
and close the door but that he had refused to do so. Dickson told me 
that he informed Dr. Telles he won'd be pleased to render him any 
service th?t he conld but that he could not come into his room and 
close the*'door. I asked Dickson whether Porter Lucas knew anything 

about the matter -ml he said that he believed he did. 





David J. Gahagan, 
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I then interviewed Porter Lucas and asked him what he knew 
about the natter. Lucas told me that he had no actual knowledge of 
anything concerning the matter hut that Dickson had told him sub- 
atantially what I have already related here; that Dieaaon had told me. 

I then got in touch with Mr. Tciiteaide of The secret 
Service, kec&rs* Thomas and W. F. £usoh, oi the Southern railway* 
and mentioned the natter to them. These men already knew about 
i* i tol l them that I had cautioned all Pullman Company employee 
not to discuss it at all, that it was a very serious matter, and 
that I would make an oral report of it to ny superior officer, 

0. Snoddy, superintendent, hr,ter when I went to Philadelphia 
to*report it to Mr. Snoddy X found that he was gone and X then 
made a verbal report of it to Mr. Hale Holden, Jr., vice president 
o: the Pullman Company at New Tork City. Upon my arrival in 
Tfashincton from this trip I intended to report it to Mr. C. T. 

Stewart, district superintendent, but Mr. Stewart was absent and 
I made an oral report of it to Mr. ♦?. S. Jones, assistant to ltr. 

Stewart. 

X recall that during my interviews with Sorters kitohell 
Dickson some mention was made by them to the effect that Mr. 

7 /ellea had given the dining car steward a bill, probably a twenty 
dollar bill as I remember the conversation. I do not recollect 
*V-+ lii^chel' 1 or lick eon cold that they nad seen this cut I got the 
VariMy tt* dining oar waiter., who hod son. to 'Jr. 
belles 1 roon, and Porters Dickson and Mitchell, had probably talked 
about" a bill that was supposed to have been given by Mr. Ielle3 to 
car edeward* whose msec I don't know. * gained the im- 
r^ssion "‘rons oo tens Dickson and •v’itchell that it wa* their opinion 
znd that they believed the welters who went to Mr. "ellea' room 
had the opinion that because oi this bill that was given to -he 
v v • r that the steward van to provide a d inin g car 

waiter for lilies. This is solely an op-inion of nine. I did 
not i-try-view the dininr car steward or any of the waiters because 
they are employes of the Southern Railway Company which had two of 
.?*-g y.T*\ rf-'precentntives on the train. i remember that .‘dr. ..usch 
i >ld 'me that the morale of the dining cor crew was disturbed over 
the incident. 

After I saw Mr. Voiles walking fare ugh the dining car that 
— Y v v , l r * r w*sG eating breakfast I did not see him •again until 
■ J ' * ~ 1 1*—i w i - ■•'nflhingtoii, D. G., it which time ho seeded 


ne 


_ iC vEIiilTQci IpO.U -ir• iVOj. i.** 

to be in very good condition, 
thic incident. 


This ia all the information I have 





Tm .crconally .v^area bex’or^'ae, Dwight Drantley, o^ecial .. 
j*--•-!r. y ;tfderni ,: cr^■> i mv r> *Stc..j3tj.on, ct inching -on, 
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Miami, Florida, 

Sunday,. January 12, 1941. 


i 

I, the undersigned, James L. Hewitt, on oath, depose 

and say: 

I am 34 years of age. I was born in Alabama. My 
present residence is 631 Russell street* Covington, Kentucky, 
where I have lived the past five years. Before that I resided 
at 756 .Vest Seventh street, Cincinnati, Ohio. I am married. 

I am presently and for approximately the past twelve years 
have been employed as a dining car waiter by the Southern 
Railway Company. In September, 1940, I was so employed as 
dining car waiter by the Southern Railway Company. During 
that month X was a member of the crew on the Presidential 
special train that went from Washington, D. C., to Jasper, 
Alabama, and return, upon the occasion of the funeral of 
the late Speaker of the House, Mr. Bankhead. The dining 
car crew on that train was in charge of Steward Badeaux, of 
the Southern Railway. Also on the same trip with us, as rep¬ 
resentatives of the road, were Mr. <7. F. Kusch and Mr* Luther 
A. Thomas. 


Among the members of that crew who, in my opinion, 
had knowledge of that incident, were waiter John. Stone, who died 
about a month after that trip. It is my recollection that on the 
return trip to Washington, D. C., we left Jasper, Alabama, La the 
afternoon and this incident occurred early on the morning follow¬ 
ing. Mr. Sumner ,idles, Under Secretary of State, was one of the 
oassen^ers on that trip. He nad a compartment In the Pulxman 
car adjoining the dining car. Porter Mitchell was the Pullman 
porter assigned to that. car. 



I stopped work the first night out from Jasper about 
midnight and at* that time .vhen I loft the dining car Mr. Jelles 
was in there with some other people eating. I returned to duty 
the foil owing morning about five or five thirty a.m. At that time 
m r . .eileS^seated at a table alone. Waiter Jilliam 2stes had 
been on duty up to that time and left when I got there, mr. 

.Veiles gave me an order for coffee and orange juice, which I 
served him. About the time I was serving him, Jr. Welles asked 
me if I wanted to make twenty-five dollars, and I told him I did. 
.ar. V&lies then told me that asoon as I finished serving him and 
; 13 back to his car for me to come back there. I did not ask 
^ ,‘elles 7 hut I was to do for him to cay me twenty-five dollars 
■ r-.j' uq boll me what he wanted me to do. ".’hen Jr. delies 

•'■-a-hid :ic oof foe and or* in go juice ho got up and .vent back to war 
Vdii not ;o back there, because I did not figure there 


>A 





was anythin* I could do for him. that was in lino of duty that would 
be worth twenty-five dollars. I was afraid to go back tohisroom 
I was suspicious of him. I thought he was "funny". X did not think 
he was a he-man. I thought when he offered me the twenty-five 
dollars that he wanted me to come back there to his room so that 
he could ’'French'* me. No one heard Mr. flelles ask me if I want 
to make twenty-five dollars and to come back to his room. X did 
not mention this to anyone at the time. 

Vfithin a few minutes after Mr. 7/elles left the car to go 
to his room I saw him standing in his car looking into th * 

A short time after that he bame back into the diner and sat at the 
same table. X waited onhim. He ordered coffee and orange Juice 
again, which I served him. 

Before Ur. .Valles came back to the diner for the second 
order Porter Ultchell had come back to the diner, so Ur. Badeaux 
told me, and wanted the same waiter, meaning me, to come to his 
compartment. Ur. Badeaux asked me to go back to hiocompartment 
and I then told Ur. Badeaux I did not want to go back there and I 
told Ur. Badeaux what he had said to me the first time about 
making twenty-five dollars. Mr. Badeaux told me tbathawould 
report the matter to Ur. *. F• Kusch, manager of the dining car 
department of the road. Later Mr. Kusch came to me and I told him 
what had happened just as I have told It here. Mr. Kusch told me 
that if Mr. belles camo back into the dining car Tor me to leave. 

Porter Mitchell came to the dining car a time or two 
and said that Mr. Velles wanted the same waiter in his compartment 
but I did not want to 30 there. Mr. Xusch then said that I ha 
better «o back accompanied by Mr. 3adeaux to see what he wanted. 

Badeaux and I started back to Mr. ielles' compartment and as 
we wot into his car we met waiter John Stone, now dead, who said 
he had been back to Ur. .Ielles' compartment. Stone started to 
tell us something about what had happened but got no further than 
remarking that Mr. .Velles is "funny", and Mr. Badeaux tola him not 

STS52- it but to go and ten Mr Kusch about it Mr .Badeaux 

and I then returned to the diner without going to Mr. ./elles 
compartment. 

Just as Mr. 3adeaux and I were leaving the Pullman to 
go th the diner Porter ...itcheli came up and said that Ur. ,Voiles 
had been acting "funny" as he had oeen bothering him al- nigh . 
This was all Ultchell said to me about this matter. 





1 then returned to the diner and began work. Later 
Mr. Kuach instructed me not to discuss this matter with anyone 
and I did not talk to anyone about it, except Mr. Thomas, of the 
Southern Railway. 

I at no time was in M r . TJelles' compartment and this 
is all that 1 know about this matter. 

1 




Then personally appeared before ms, Dwight Birantley, 
Special Agent in Charge, federal Bureau of Investigation, at 
Miami, Florida, this twelfth day of January, 1941, the above 
named James L, Hewitt, who made oath to and subscribed the 
above statement. 



/ 


Special 'Kgent. 




Washington, D. C., 
January 9» 1941* 


X, the undersigned* Henry Callaway, on oath, depose and 

aay* 

Mv fell name is Henry Callaway. I an V years of as* and 

=■« ““fer 

in 1925 and was ployed 1934 and have been 

I again entered the employ o. ' . -r t) iivloyeri by 

ooSloyed by then continuously since ^st Urns. I a® enpioyea uy 

then ss a waiter in the dining ear department. 

IW .PW«u.<^7 "» «* SS 1 ^ 

^^assr-ss 

£ «’&» S££“S -•—««•**- 

adjoining the diner* 

c, r w th ,t morning, September 13, M4U, Ur. Badaaux instructed 

♦ V frl of co'fee to conspartoent 3, which was occupied by Jr. 

5* ta -r took '"the Otof coffee to him. The door was open and Ur. 
relies. X vOD>£ trie r a-& * It +u„ n f* his bed. ± asked him if 

*.*11*!* sitting| i^V^ohPir near the bed or on the bed. 

V .?cuId like to hsv* tp* A»ce lv on a cnf-ir e ^ close the door. 

He told me 'to «*t it on the cnair. a t f w m^. lhi« w«8 all that 
I then loft the room, closing the door alter ma. 

was said ^nd done at that time. 

Xelles Wes riding, carae me s. t refused to go back 

cone back and get * h %“,^°lnt tThave arching further to dc with 
, at th^t tins because - *1 • - Mitaholl returned to the 

the matter. A. few minutes later Wrter eitcnoi. ^ wes a 

d^larl^Thf coffee cost twenty e'ents. ' ultchell told ne 

'Selles insisted on me trip to'"to-^Tenee Wfirtaent 

Badeaux, the steward, “ h Li£ee wantLg me to come back and get 

3* LS’^tn.fK Si 3HS/S?3w w* — <“■*• 

;-?tcrr»ll ! i?H told me. 




Henry Callaway, 


2 , 


I took the change back to Mr* Welles* compartment and 
on this trip back there 12r. Luther Thomas, of the Southern Hallway 
Company, and a member of the Secret Service, stood on the outside 
of the door to Kr. Welles* compartment* When I got to the door I 
do not now recall whether it was open or closed, but when I got 
there he was seated on the side of the bed with his Jacket off. 

I gave him the change and he gave me a tip. X did not close the 
door at any time while I was in there. He attempted to say some¬ 
thing t o me but I paid no attention to it and got out of there, 
thanking him as I left. 

The above is all that I know about this matter. 



Then personally appeared before me, Dwight Brantley, 
Special Agent in Charge, Federal Sureau of Investigation, at 
n ashing ton, D. C., this ninth day of January, 1941, the above 
named !!enry Callaway, who mp.de oath to and subscribed the above 
statement. 





Washington, D. C. 
January 9# 1941* 


I t the undersigned* Sidney Joseph Badeaux, on oath* depooe 

and eayj full came is Sidney Joseph Badeaux. I residejjt 2126^ 
'once De Son* Atlanta, Georgia- I an a dining oar steward employed 
by v. h* Southern RaUwoy Company since 1926. **! 

Years I have made several tripe with the Residential train. I 
was in charge of the dining oar on board the Presidential special 
from^Ston, oT0., to®Jasper, Alabama, and return, In September, 
1940, on the occasion of the funeral of Spanker oi the *2^" 

head! We left Jasper about 4-00 p.m- on September 17, 1940* 
Bashinrton* D.C., and the incident referred to occurred early <sn 
the morning of September 18, 1940. I had never 

««11©h before that trip but X saw him at that time and know that he 
was^a 5 pesenger on that trip, he hawing room E in the adjoining car 
to the dining oar. 

I was on duty in the dining, oar until midnight of September 
17 1940. when X retired. When I left to retire Br. Welles was in 
the dining car. I returned to duty shortly after fiws o 

following^morning, September 18, 1940. ^Wlth^Vfew^ 

dining car. He had coffee before him at that time- f 

minutes after I came on duty that aorning, Mr# 1: h4s 
dining oar, handing me a ten dollar biU, out of which he hi 

cfaecK save five doll—ldgt. Ur. S.llos left the diner 

and went to his car. He had been gone but a short time when he 
returned to the diner and asked me to send to his compartment * 
pot of coffee, which 1 did. 1 instructed waiter Jimmy Hewitt, 
who wqs * member of the crew, to take the ..ot of cof-ee to Br- Wel-.es 
compartment. Hewitt r-turned within a very short time to the diner. 
Hewitt when he returned was upset and excited and said there was 
something wrong with that man in compartment E, or words to that 
effect. X stopped him and did not permit him to go into details 
as I did not want to know about it. 

Within a short time later Mr. belles returned to the 
diner and wanted another pot of coffee, which 1 J, 
waiter John Stone, who is now deceased, ^hen waiter Stone .©turned 
to the diner he was worked up and excited. In his excitement waiter 
Stone began to address me but I did not permit him to go into any 
details or give any explanation of what had happened. 

.71 thin a short time thereafter Mr. belles again returned 
to the diner and told me he wanted another p*t of coffee sent to hi3 
compartment. I sent t is coffee to him by waiter Henry Callswa*, , 
who was o member of the crew. Callaway returned very shortly, ue 
seemed disturbed and excited. X reported the matter to Mr. »• 

Kur-ch, n?nnger of the dining car service of the southern Hallway 
Company, who waa aboard the train. 


/; 

W 
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S. J- Badeaux, 



This is all that I know about, this 



q , , • Then personally appeared before ne« Dwight Brantley, 
special Agent in Charge, Fe/frel Bureau of Investigation, at 
Washington, D* C,, this nir#h/day of January, 1941, the above 
named Sidney Joseph Badeeux, who made Oath to and subscribed the 
above statement. 




/fitness: 





Miami, Florida, 
January 12, 1941. 


I, the undersigned, William F. Kusch, on oath, depose 

and say: 

My name is .William F. Kusch. I reside at 1012 South 
Mansion Drive, Silver Springs, Maryland, where I have been since 
October 1, 1939. I am presently staying at the Everglades Hotel, 
Miami, Florida. X am 47 years of age. I w&e born at Chicago, 
Illinois. For the past seventeen and one-half years I have been 
manager of the dining car department of the Southern Railway 
Company. In September, 1940, I held that same position with that 
same road and as a representative of that road accompanied the 
Presidential special train from Washington, D. C., to Jasper, 
Alabama, and return, upon the occasion of the funeral of the 
Speaker of the House, Mr. Bankhead. Since 1932 it has been 
part of my duty to accompany Presidential special trains. 

On that trip to Jasper, Alabama, and return, Mr. Sumner Welles 
was a passenger on that train. I know Mr. Welles by sight and 
had seen him before that. We left Jasper, Alabama, for Washington 
on the afternoon of September 17, 1940, and this incident occurred 
early on the morning of September 13, 1940, beginning in the 
neighborhood of six thirty a.m. and extending until about seven 
fifteen or seven thirty a.m. 


The dining car steward on that train was Mr. Sidney J. 
Badeaux. The waiters on the dining car who have knowledge of tm s 
affair are James Hewitt, John Stone, and Henry Calloway. Mr. ./elles 
I recall had a compartment in the Pullman car immediately adjoining 
the dining car, in which the Pullman porter was named Mitchell. 

.'/hen I retired at about 10.30 p.m. oeptember 17, 1940, 

Mr. ‘Velles was in the dining car. I arose the next morning and 
reached the dining car about six thirty a.m* Mr. V/ellas was in the 
dining car at that time, seated at a table, alone, and fully dressed. 
He had orange juice and coffee before him. Waiter Hewitt was 
waiting on him. I got a seat at a table two or three tables 
removed from where Mr. belles was sitting and saw Mr. .»elles talk¬ 
ing to waiter Hewitt but could not hear what was said. I saw Mr. 
fellas pay his check and he left the dining car shortly after that. 



W. F. |uach. 
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When Ur. belles left the dining car he went back towards his 
car. A short time after that Porter Uitchell came through the 
diner and not addressing anyone in particular and said that 
iir» Welles wanted that same waiter to come to his compartment. 

It is my recollection now that I told waiter Hewitt to go back 
to Welles 1 compartment but instead Hewitt went into the pantry 
of the diner. While Hewitt was in the pantry Ur. Welles came 
into the diner, sat down at the same table, and ordeeed orange 
juice and coffee, which was served him by Hewitt. After finishing 
M r . Welles paid his check and went back toward his car. Porter 
Uitchell a short time later again came to the diner and 3aid 
Ur. Welles wants the same waiter who Just served him back in nis 
compartment. 

X then went to Steward Badeaux and Waiter Hewitt, asking 
them why that passenger was not being waited on. Hewitt then in¬ 
formed me that he was afraid to go to Ur. Welles' compartment be¬ 
cause Ur. Welles had made him a proposition when he first 
him in the dining car that morning. Hewitt told me that Ur. Welles 
had asked him if he wanted to make twenty-five dollars, but did 
not say that H r . Welles had stated what he specifically wanted him 
to do for the twenty-five dollars. I then told Hewitt he should 
*o to Ur. Whiles' compartment accompanied by Ur. Badeaux. Instead 
of going toward the compartment Hewitt walked toward the pantry. 

I then asKed him what was the matter and he said that Ur. -fellas 
was "queer” and that he was afraid to go to his compartment. 

While Hewitt was in the pantry waiter John Stone, now 
deac, came up and volunteered to go to Ur. .'fellas' compartment, 
stating that he knew how to handle that type of man. otone^ot 
a trav and started towards Ur. Velles 1 compartment, alone, a 
instructed him to be careful and to be very polite and courteous. 


In the meantime, as I remember it, Steward Badeaux in¬ 
duced or persuaded Waiter Hewitt to go back to a r . 7elles' compart¬ 
ment, apoarently not knowing I had instructed Waiter Stone co want 
on Ur. Welles in his room. a short time later Waiter stone returned 
to the dining car excited and sweating. Stone told me that Mr. 

Welles was "funny" or "crazy". I asked him why, and Stone fcc±a me^ 
that when ne entered Ur. '761163' room, Ur. .fellso.slipped Mh-.a nim 
and closed the door of the compartment. Stone 3aid that ne 

was in Mr. Aelles’ compartment Mr. Welles opened his. Stone's, 
tie, began to unbutton hi3, Stone's, coat and told him, atone, 
to take all his clothes off, and get on the bed. Stone sale 
Mr. 7/ elle a then pulled out a roll of money and 3aid, "I wail ri‘ 

*r OU twenty dollars, fifty dollars, or even one hundred dollars: 
aoney makes no difference to me." ^ Stone then saia that he 
,ir>, .fells s that he .-jouda >e out of ana aiam.: :ar too -or.:: 


.hat 



3 



W. F. Kusch, 



f 




i 


♦ 

l 

i 

i 

and that he had better go back to the dining car and tell Ur* j 

Badeaux that he was serving Mr. Welles, after which he would I 

return to Ur, Welles' compartment. Stone said that he was 
able to get away from Ur. Welles through that pretext. Mo one 
heard Stone tell me this. 

The morale of the dining car crew was very much dis¬ 
turbed by this time. 

A short time later Porter Mitchell came into the diner 
and said that Ur. Welles wanted that same waiter, meaning Stone, 
back in his compartment. I then decided I would not send any more 
waiters back. Mr. Welles then came into the dinar and as he en¬ 
tered practically all of the waiters left the dining car, some of 
whom went into the pantry and some left the car. I walked into 
the kitchen of the diner to be out of view. Just as I got into 
the kitchen Ur. Welles entered the pantry and in a very angry tone 
of voice asked "Where is that waiter." Someone, and I think it 
was a waiter, told Ur. Welles he would try to find that waiter* 

Ur. Welles then left the diner, walked towards his car, but did 
not leave an order for anything. 

I then went to get Ur. Thomas and told him what .had 
occurred, I waited for Thomas until he got dressed and then we 
went back to the diner together. Mr. Thomas then had waiters 
Hewitt and Stone tell him what had happened concerning Mr. Welles. 

Ur. Thomas then called Ur. Dale Whiteside, of the Secret Service 
detail, and the three of ua went to the smoking room of one of 
the Pullmans ahead of the diner. I there related to Mr. Whiteside 
and Tjiomas all that I knew of the matter. I suggested to 
Up. Whiteside that he talk to the waiters and to Porter uitchell 
so that he could get from them what they knew about "elleo 1 
conduct that morning. As I remember it now, Porter Mitchell and 
Waiter Stone were called there to the smoking room and told what 
they knew of it. Stone told what I have related here. Mitchell 
told that Ur. Welles had been bothering him all night and had 
also propositioned him. Mitchell told Mr. Whiteside that he had 
told Ur. belles that he, Mitchell, was not that kind of a man. 

Uitchell also said to Mr. Whiteside, Ur. Thomas and myself, 
that after Waiter Stone had been in there, that Mr. Welles rang 
for him, Mitchell, and told him that if he would get Stone back 
to his compartment there would be five dollars in it for Mitchell 
and fifteen dollars for the waiter. 
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After Mr. Whiteside finished talking to Porter Mitchell 
and .Valter Stone the train arrived at Roanoke, Virginia, where it 
stopped for a short time, and I got off to get some air. After 
the train left Roanoke Ur. Badeaux told me that Waiter Callaway 
had served Mr. Welles a pot of coffee in hie compartment, later 
going to Mr. Welles 1 compartment to get the money for the check. 

I then questioned Callway as to whether anything unusual had oc¬ 
curred when he went to Ur. Welles compartment and he told me that 
it had not. 

I at no time that morning had any conversation with 
U r . Welles and I was not in his compartment. I instructed all of 
the d i ning car crew not to discuss this mat-ter as it was a very 
delicate thing. 

I did not see Ur. Welles any more that day until the 
train arrived in th« Union Station at Washington, D. C. The 
above is all that I know about this matter. 



Then personally appeared before me, Dwight Brantley, 
ipeciai ..gent in Charge, Federal Bureau of Investigation, at 
liarni , Florida, this twelfth day oi January, 1941, anc- above na.~ed 
iilliam r . isusch, who marie oath lo ana subscribed ; >ne ioove 

statement. 



wpeciai ..gout in Jhurge. 
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UR. LUTBER A. TBOUAS, Assistant to the Vice 
President of the Southern Railway Company, Room 947, 
Southern Railway Building, Washington, Dm Cm, i«is in¬ 
terviewed at the above address. 


Ur. Thomas stated that the incident tnuolo- 
ing the alleged improper advances made by Mr. Sumner 
Welles, Under Secretary of State, to colored employes 
of the Southern Railway Company, occurred on the Presi¬ 
dential train that left Jasper, Alabama, at about 3.30 
p.Mm of Tuesday, September 17, 1940, the incident it¬ 
self occurring on that train sometime between 6.00 a.m. 
and 7.00 a.m. of September Id, 1940, and probably more 
nearly about 6.00 a.m. of that date, while the train 
was enroute between Jasper, 42abamaj and Washington, 

D. C. 


Ur. Thomas stated that he had been assigned 
to that tratn as a representative of the railroad and 
at the time of the alleged happening was occupying a 
room on the train. Of the company 9 s employes who had 
knowledge of the situation, he said, were Ur. *T. F • 
JCusch, manager of the dining car service for the road, 
of Washington, D. C., who is ill and is presently re¬ 
siding at 610 Northeast Eighty-seventh street, Miami, 
Florida/ Ur. S. J . Sadeaux, the lining car steward, 
presently attached to a train running nut of Atlanta, 
which comes through Z'cshington/ Henry Callaway, a 
colored waiter presently att-iched to the s awe train 
with Ur. Sadeaux/ John Hewitt, a colored vxtra rsaitor 
presently attached to the f, Sunbeam tf , between Cincin¬ 
nati' and Miami, Florida, whose address may be obtained 
through the dining car department of Che road, and 
John Stone, a colored waiter, of Washington, D. C. $ 
who died approximately two months ago. 


The employes of the ihillman Company on that 
trip mho have knowledge of the affair, according to Mr. 
Thomas, are Inspector David J. Qahagan, and colored 
porters S. C. Mitchell and A. Dickson. Mr. Thomas 
also stated that colored porter II. . Zucas, who had 
been attached to the Presi dent r s car , Car Ho.l, may 
have had some information concerning the matter because he re 




calls that Lucas passed through that car and restart$d 
to him in passing, 99 That ts a bad fellow back there, 99 
which night indicate that posstbly Lucas had heard about 
the situation* Mr* Thomas also said that Ur* Pale 
Whiteside, of the White Rouse Detail, United States 
Secret Service, also had knowledge of the matter* 


Ur* Thomas continued by saying that he recalls 
that shortly before this matter came to his attention he, 
Thomas, had gons back to hts room to shave and to change 
his shirt$ that this was after daylight and just be- 
fore the train reached Roanoke that the situation arose* 
The dining car, of course, had been open all night and 
Ur* belles with a party of two other men were in the 
dining car very late and were seen there by him, Thomas, 
while on his way book to his room to change his clothes, 
so that apparently Ur* Welles f two companions had re¬ 
turned to thetr rooms and Ur•*Welles had gone to his 
room before the occaston arose* Ur* Thomas stated that 
he knows Ur* Welles by sight and, of course, saw him on 
board that Presidential train • 


As he recalls the situation now, Ur* W* F* 
Kusch came to his, Thomas 9 , room and in an excited 
manner told him 11 something terrible has happened in my 
dining car 99 and said it involved 99 international compli¬ 
cations," and that he said to Jr* JCusoh that whatever 
happened could not be really that bad and asked him to 
relate his story* Ur* Thomas stated that Jr, Ju3ch 
then told him of the following situation s 


After Ur* Welles had r sacked hie room from 
the dining car, according to the statement of Ur* Uusch 
and from subsequent investigation made by Ur* Thomas, 
it appears that Ur* belles rang for the Pullman porter 
and Porter S • C* Uitchell, of Car Uo*3, on which Ur* 
f el lee had his room, answered the call* Ur* Welles had 
been drinking and was no doubt intoxicated, Ur* Thomas 
said* When Porter Uitchell reached the room and was 
inside, Ur* Welles got up, closed the door and locked 
it* Ur* belles then, according to the porter, said "If 
you want to make twenty dollars, take your clothes off 
and stay in here with me for twenty minutes*" 




Ur* Thomia stated that Porter Uitchell te 
a bright, intelligent, colored man, well above the 
Q) eroge colored person in intellect, and while he knew 
the import of Ur* Welles 9 invitation, pretended that 
he did not understand him, whereupon Ur* belles td ked 
cold turkey to him, the porter still pretending he 
did not comprehend him at all, saying "Ur* Well ee, you 
have had a big time and it ie about time for you to go 
to bed and I will help get you undr eased*" However* 
according to Porter Uitchell, Ur* Tellee would not 
have it that way and proceeded to curse Porter Uitchell* 
saying Tou will have to do as I tell you on thts 
troinj tn reply to which Porter Uitchell said, *Ur* 
Welles, you have got the wrong man » not me*" 


.... . rhoaoo stated that, according to Porter 

Uitchell, Ur* Welles then told him to get for him a 
colored boy from the dining car and there would be a 
tip of five dollars for himself and fifteen dollars 
for the boy, in reply to which Porter Uitchell te al¬ 
leged to have said, To, sirj not a#/ J oin't going 
to have nothing to do with tt at all* I will put you 
to or do anything you want, buz nothing like that*" 
Ur* «elles finally got Porter Uitchell to get him a 
pot of coffee fran the dining car* 


Ur* Thomas states thaz he docs not now recall 
Ju3t who the person was who went back with the pot of 
coffee but that Ur* Xusch can furnish definitely the 
name of that person* It is his present belief that it 
was Waiter Henry Callaway who took the coffee to the 
room. Ur* Welles answered the door and said to the 
water, n Set tt over here on the bed," this being in 
answer to the wd tor'3 statement, "Here is your coffee* 
Mr*rellee* When this waiter put it on the bed, U r * 
got up, locked the door, ai d made the same sort 
of proposition to him, and the waiter was frightened 
and got out of there* 


Ur* a homes szated that when t^ia waiter got 


back to the dining car he was very scare 
tell Ur* £« *7* 3adeauo? 9 the steward, but 


ed and tried 


3adeauz did not wen 
with the 


discues 


50 tear about it 


Ur * 7 el Is s c ar, e to z h e 


?r. 


J 

zn cl 


zo 

apparently Ur* 
and did not zant to 
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thtf service, stating that he wanted some coffee imme¬ 
diately* Ur* Thorn as said that evidently in the mean¬ 
time Ur* r usch heard about it, because when J/r. Xelles 
cane into the dining car everyone is supposed to have 
gone out of there* Ur m <usch then reported it to Mr. 
Thomas and Ur* Thomas conducted an investigation of the 
situation* 


J/r. Thomas stated that he, accompanied by 
Ur* Busch, immediately went back tnto the dintng car 
and found no guests there, nor was anyone in there ex¬ 
cepting eouo of the help* The situation fn the dining 
car being apparently under control, Ur* Thomas 

then wsnt tnto the Pullman car tmmedtately ahead of the 
dining car, in order to avotd any possible discusston 
of the matter tn the dining car t* ere guests night come 
momentarily* Ur* Thomas then asked the steward, Mr* 
Badeaux to immediately summon Ur* Bale Whiteside, of the 
Whtte Bouse Detail, of the United States Secret Service* 
In the meantime, Vr* Thomas asked Ur • Kusch and the 
matter, belteved to be Henry Callaway, and Pullman 
Porter If tchell, whom he was advised had knoitde dge of 
the situation, to come into the room on that Pullman 
car, where he awaited Ur. Whiteside, who aupeared within 
a few min >tee* 


r* TTioncs states that he then told J/ r • 
Whiteside, u Ue have a bad situation here this morning 
and I want you to hear the 3tory first hand, ff whereupon 
Pullman Porter Hitchell and the waiter whom Ur. Thomas 
believes was Henry Callaway, related their experiences 
to UP* Thiteside end to JSr # Thomas, while Hessrs* 

Busch and Badeaux possibly heard a portion of the same « 


UT* Thomas states he recalls Steward Sadeaux 
coming to the car where the matter was being discussed 
on one or more occasions, saying that Jr* belles had 
again come into the dining car and was demanding service 
and that h& had an aid. waiter* uonn ±jti 


one, take a & rga 



circumstances surrounw 

t h a di r .r .v e a r am o 1 o y 


,ic the disturbance between 
*:r. ■; 'dr* "ill .n were dev el 







In the meantime, according to Ur* Thomas, 
Pullman porter uitchell and dining car waiter Cdlaway, 
as he now recalls$ were relating their experiences 
to Ur* Whiteside in the presence of Ur* Thomas* -At 
this time dining car waiter John Stone apparently 
had returned to the dining car, from Ur* Telle* 9 
room, much exctted and upset, and was told by Steward 
Badeaux to go to the room in the Pullman car ahead 
where Ur* Thomas was at that tire* Before Stone 
reached the room then occupied by Jfr, iPhones and Ur* 
Whiteside, and after l'r* Whiteside had heard the re¬ 
lations of the experiences of Uttchell and Callaway, 
Ur* Whiteside turned to Ur * Thomas and said that it 
was the worst thing he hacl ever heard and that he 
hardly knew what to do about it* At about that time, 
matter John Stone appeared in the room in which the 
conference was being held• 


Ur* Thomas stated that Stone appeared very 
excited, was perspiring freely, and stated that 
Steward Badeaux had eent him in to see Ur* Thomas* 
Stone then *<&, n That man back there must be craay," 
meaning Ur* Veils*, and "beat anything that he had 
ever seen .' 1 Stone stated that he had run into people 
like that before but that Ur* belles was the worst 
he had ever encountered, Stone relating that when he 


reached 
bed, at 

i V * W\ 


room he set the coffee on 


the 

d locked 


j- 


Stone 


Ur* j'elles 9 _ . 

which time Ur* relies shut the door & 
u/* *>i Stone an J Ur* Tolies on the in.Qide* 
claimed that Ur* belles pulled his, 3tona 9 8, bow 
tie l->o*e and attempted to unfasten his collar, at 
the same tine ~elleo, according to Stone, saying, 

"Tou know what you are in here for, don 9 t you?" 

Stone, according to Stone’s statement, claimed that 
he demurred and stated that he thought he was in 
there to bring hir hi3 coffee, whereupon Ur* belles, 
according to Stone, stated that he would pice him 
twenty dollars to take every piece of cl thing off 
and stay in there with him for twenty minutes* Stone 
stated he was trying to get out of the room and Ur* 
Welles showed him a" considerable roll of money and 
stated .that money was no object, that he would 
him, thirty, forty or even one hundred dollars 
do cs he said* CZone further stated that 
his excitement and in nio attempt 10 get out oj 
Tolies’ room, he thought of an excuse and told . 

: ell eo than the steward 'enow ho ha: oarried one 


would 


give 
ir he 


X* 





coffee back to hi* roo» and that if he atayed there nor a 
than a fee> ntnuiee he would oone around to see about 
IT, a/d that if“ e xould let hi* out of the room he 

would tell the eteward that IT. '****** *® 

atay back there end aerue him, which would not 
anu eueoicion on the part of the ateward. Upon the 
nroniae of * early r.tum he, Ur . telle*, let him out 
the doorf Stone then returned to the dining car, from 
ifr telle* 9 room, and was instructed by Steward Sadeaux 
To\efortto UrVThomas in the room in the Pullman * 
car immediately ahead of the dinar, where stone related 
in detail to Messrs. Thttestde and Thomas *he a for e~ 
msnttonld story. This was also related in the presence 

of Ur. KUsoh. 


After hearing the etoriee of Uiteh.il, Calla¬ 
way and Stone, and in the meantt *• learning that Ur. 
Valle* had been back to the dining car affatn., look ng 
for the waiter who had promised to a erve him, and creat¬ 
ine a further dieturbance in the dining oar, it wae de- 
ddsd by Ur. Thomas and Mr. Whttsside tha» inasmuch as 
UT* Welles persisted in coming into the dining car, into 
which in the mear.ti e a few other guests had come, and 
tn order to avoid further embarrassment, 
locll for Ur. Thomas and Ur. Phi beside to 
Callaway with a pot of coffee to the car 
Telles had his room. 


it might be 
accompany Waiter 
in which Ur. 


Wai ter Callaway instructed to get a po* 
or co fi'ee and take it back to Ur. Zelleo ' compartment 
but un ier no circumsttn cee to allow the door t0 ** 
closed. Mr. Thomas and Ur. Whiteside accompanied h <,m 
and stood within a few feet of the open door of Mr. 
Pella s 9 room. Ur. Thomas states he heard Mr. *eil0« 
td. king in a very low tone of voice to Waiter Callawqj 
but was unable to distinguish my words. Wed ter 
Callaway, according to Up. Thomas, was also instructed 
that if Ur. Telles made any improper advances or pro¬ 
posals to him to be mm t courteous to him, to politely 
bow, and say, "Thank you, thank you, sir and back out 
of his compartment into the aisle. 


While 

and Hr* ■ e.lles 
approached from 
-‘hj diner appar 


niter Callaway :oas in Ur. ^oil es f 


conversing : 
: real end o 
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V 'httestde to movt /ran the position in uhich he had 
stattoned himself, in order to enable these passengers 
to pass t hrovgh, this being Accessary sa the entire 
car wqs an all-roots car, and in so changing hie 
position Ur. Whiteside came into view of Ur. Welles, 
whose compartment door was still open, and, according 
to Callaway, Ur. Welles said, "What is Ur. Whiteside 
doing at my door; what ts this anyhow, or anyway," or 
wrds to that effect, thereupon Callaway stated that 
he, Callaway, bowed very politely and fcocte d out of 
Ur. Welle 9 9 room, and then returned to the dining 
car. 


Hr. Thomas stated that he, Ur. Thomas, and 
Ur. Whiteside observed Ur. relies 9 room for a few 
minutes, thereupon Ur. Welles closed the door, and 
that was the last Hr. Thomas saw of him until he de¬ 
trained on arrival at the Washington station on the 
afternoon of September 16, 1900. 


Ur. Thomas also stated that before reaching 
Washington, I. C., B. »• Lucas, a Pullman porter at¬ 
tached to the President^ car, Car tfo.l, came through 
andremakred to him, Thomas, "That is a bad fellow 
back there," to which Ur. Thomas made no reply, but which 
might indicate that possibly Porter Lucas had heard 
about the situation. 


Ur. Thomas stated th.at after this occurred 
he taLked to the individual employes that he thought 
might know anything about it and told them they should 
treat the situation as though it had never happened, 
further admonishing then not to discuss it id th anyone 
or among themselves, because it would be a natter for 
then to never mention. 


Ur. Thomas stated that the Pullman conductor 
on that train was Ur. W. A. Brooks and the Pullman 
inspector was Baoid J. Gahagan. Ur. Thomas sai d that 
after talking to the employes of the Southern^ Railway 
Company he got hold of Conductor Brooks and Xnsp actor 
Gahagan ana told 5 hem they need not make a report, 
further tolling Inspector Gahagan not to make any -Tinmen 
report but merely an oral one to .’/£• 2 noddy, Ris 
o;:':~rior in charge of trie area. 




St further 6tat ed that all of tht colored 
maitert involved in this affair have been with the 
Southern Railway Company a number of years and art 
very reliable men, pertont who were selected for 
service with the Presidential train because of their 
proven reliability. Be etatee that, general ly speak¬ 
ing, the company picks the best equipment and the 
beet crews, while the extra waiters are also selected 
because of their proven reliability. As to Waiter 
John Bewitt, Sr. Thomas stated that he has an excel¬ 
lent reputation. Benry Callaway, he eaid, ie also a 
very reliable man, and John Stone, who died approxi¬ 
mately two months ago, was not one of Badeaux crew, 
he ran usually between Washington and Roanoke, but 
selected because of hie ability and the excellent 
reputation he bore . Be further stated that the train 
conductor knew nothing whatever of this affair, because 
when ell of this happened the train was on the linee 
;cf the Borfolk aid Western Railroad • 


Ur. Thomas also sati there is no written 
record of this affair in the, files of the Railroad 
company, as ail reports were made and handled orally . 


Urs Luther A. Thomas executed the followingt 


I, Luther Am Thomas, tf Zashi igton. Dm Cm, 
read the foregoing eight pages and hereby state 


have 
that the same 
belief. 


is true, to the bes 


'.y no 


2 edge 


and 


(signed) Luther A . Thomas. 


Washington, V. C., 
January S3, 1941. 

Then personally appeared before me, Dwight 
Brantley, Special Agent in Charge, federal Bureau of 
Investigation, at Washington, D. Cthis twenty-second 
day of Jan *ary, 1941, the above named Luther A. Thomas, 
who subscribed and made oat;i to the above stat ener.t, 


Witness: (sgd) 


c ial 


(c- 

Jiest . 
Agent » 



Dwight Brantley, 
ecial Ag.jnv in Dh 
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f here ts no record in the ft 2 b 9 of the 
CREDIT BURSAR, Washington, D* 0 9 , of Samuel C* Mitchell, 
according to Mtss Libanati* 

ifre # Tobin, Of ST WE 9 2 UVSCAtiTILZ A3E8C7, 
INCORPORATED, Washington, D* C*, furnished a file on 
Samuel C ♦ Mitchell, of No*154 V street, Northwest, 
Washington, D* G*, a Pullman porter, whose wife is 
employed by the public schools in Washington, which 
fils shows the credit of Kttchell is satisfactory* 


yhe Atlanta, Georgia, Bureau office was con- 
tocted telephonically and Special Agent P* A* Larmoyeux 
was requested to have xhe credit bureaus and the records 
of the county and city law enforcement agencies checked 
'with respect to Sidney J* Badeaux, a dintng car steward, 
and Renry C* Callaway, on January 10, 1042. Mr* Larmoysux 
called h ter on the same date, by telephone, and informed 
that the CREDIT SIRVICE EXCHANGE, of Atlanta, had in 
its files a report, dated October 84, 1935, concerning 
Badeaux* whose wtfe is listed as Lena B*, residing at 
672 Glen Iris Drive, Northeast, Atlanta, apartment 1, 
at that time, and mose husband was then employed as 
a dining car steward by the Southern Railway Company* 

That file listed his credit as good; know to the 
credit bureau since 1921; age given as approximately 
45 in 1935; a resident of Atlanta since 193C, with 
previous residences listed as Norfolk and Richmond, 
Virginia, and Chattanooga, Tennessee* Hie prior 
Atlanta resides was given as 454 North Highland Aven:e, 
northeast • Be was in the United States Navy for a 
number of yeare, has been with the Southern Railway 
Company since 1935, and his ealary in 1935 was reported 
as i200*00 a month « He is also reported as receiving 
a pension from the United States Navy, and his reputa¬ 
tion in Atlanta is good • 

A supplementary report in the file s of that 
credit bureau, dated October 11, 1939, lists the residence 
c* Badeaux then as 3l&& Ponce de Leon, Atlanta, and his 
credit oo good* 

The 1940 Atlanta telephone directory lists 
Mr* S* J* Badeaux do residing at 2126 Ponce de Leon, 
Atlanta • 



Jff 46 Libonati, at the CSKDI7 BUREAU, Ho, 

1221 0 street, Worthiest, Washington, i). C,, furnished 
a record of t&ot oo5oern on Harry I, Lucas, of Ho*5333 
East Capitol street, Washington, which indicated that 
he is buying the property at that address and the bal¬ 
ance due as of irarefc 19, 1940, was (2614,36, which he 
ts paying off at tfce rate of ? 57,50 a month to the 
Capital Vtew Realty Company, Washington, That record 
also shows that he rents an apartment in this house for 
$31,00 a Bontft. He was listed as formerly residing at 
Ho,1827 riortda Avenue, Washington, D* C, He has no 
children and his wife was employed temporarily in 1940 
at the Census Bureau, These records list the credit 
of Lucas as "o, k," The file also discloses that the 
wife of Lucas was sued In 1939 by a Dr, R, C» wtlloughby, 
Washington, B, C,, on at (25,00 account. 


Mrs, Tobin, of STONE'S MSBGABTILS AGENCY, 
INCORPORATED, H0,1419 H street, Xorthweet, Washington, 

B. C,, furnished a file on Harry Lucas, listed as re¬ 
siding at Ho,1627 Florida Avenge, Washington, a Pullman 
porter, which showed that Bailey's Tire Store, Washing¬ 
ton, sued Lucqb in September, 1936, on an account in 
the amount of (19,22, The attorney i ho filed the suit 
is listed as J, A. Solen, The files of this Agency show 
that Lucas had a number of small accounts with various 
firms in lashingion over a period of years, all of which 
were listed as satisfactory with the exception of the 
one with Bailey's Tire Store, 



Ur* Lanoyeux stated that the records of 
the CREDIT £ SB? ICS BXCUAUQE, at Atlanta, contained 
a report, dated September BO, 1940, on Henry C* 
Callaway, whose wife’s name to given as Annie Uapp, 
residing at 1132 Simpson street. Northwest, Atlanta • 
CoUEcibcij /’s employment ts ehown as a waiter with the 
Southern Railway dining car service since September, 
1934 m Sts credit rating is fair* Be has been known 
to the credit bureau since 1936, has resided in 
Atlanta many years, ts a negro, whose age is given 
as approximately 31 years, no previous employment 
known, and character believed to be good • Bis 

salary is reported as $60*00 o month, meals ond 
tips • Be formerly resided at 605 fair street, 
Southwest, Atlanta • Bis wife ts employed by David- 
son-Para on, a department store, and she is well- 
regarded . 


Ur* tarmoyeux stated that the records of 
the RETAIL CREDIT COMPANY, of Atlanta, showed no file 
on Badeaux or Callaioay . 


Ur* Laruoyeux also stated that the criminal 
records of the Police Department at Atlanta and of 
the Fulton County Identification Bureau, Atlanta, 
were checked and no record was found concerning Badeaux 
or Callaway* 



At the CREDIT DBRSAM, J to.1321 G street. 
Northwest, Washington, D. C., Hiss Ltbonati was con¬ 
tacted and furnished the file of that bureau on lire* 
Alexander Dickson, formerly of 1613 Marion streets 
Northwest, Washington, D. Cwhose husband is listed 
as Ale render Dickson, a Pullman porter for approximately 
twenty-nine years. This file shorn that this woman 
ts an organist at the Asbury Methodist Church, Eleventh 
and t street*, Northwest, Washington, Dm Cis highly 
regarded, that her credit is listed as good and that 
the credit of her husband, Alexander Diokson, is listed 
as good * 

Mrs* Tobin, at STONE'S MERCANTILE AGENCY, 
INCORPORATED, No*1413 B street, Northwest, Washington, 

Dm C., produced a file of that bureau on Alexander 
Dickson, who formerly resided at No.1613 Marion street. 
Northwest, Washington, Dm Cm, who ts listed as a Pullman 
porter • These records show that he had small charge 
accounts tn 2940, which were listed a# satisfactory • 

Those records also show a mechanic's lien filed May 
1, 1931, by Ralph Gibson and Company agatnst Dickson, 
thsn Itving at No.1613 Morton street, Northwest, Washing¬ 
ton, Dm Cm, in the amount of $306.00. They also 
that on January 11, 1936, the Associates Investment 
Company filed a suit against Dickson, residing at No. 

1613 Marion street, Northwest, tn the sum of $241*70 
on a note* They show that in 1937 Dickson was in arrears 
on the payment of soma notes secured by a deed of trust 
on the premises at No.lCl3 Marion street, Northwest, 
in the sum of $1246.98, which included principal and 
interest . 



f 







There was no record of Walter A, Brooks at 
the CREDIT BUREAU, No *1221 Q- street , fkprthwest, Washing- 
ton, D • C,, according to Miss Libonatv. 


Mrs, Tobin , at STONE T S MERCANTILE AGENCY, 
INCORPORATED, N0ml419 R street, Northwest, Washington, 

D . C,, produced a record in the files of that Bureau 
which lists Walter A . Brooks, of No.5520 Thirty-third 
street, Northwest, Washington, D. C., as a Pullman con¬ 
ductor, whose income is reported as about (250,00 a 
month / credit satisfactory, excepting one judgment 
against him in 1936 in favor of the Hecht Company, a 
department store of Washington, in the amount of $3?,14, 





Hr* t% A * Obenshain, Acting Special Agent 
in Charge, of the Cincinnati, Ohio, Bureau Office was 
contacted telephontcally on January 14, 1941, and re¬ 
quested to check the police department and credit 
bureaus with respect to James L* Hewitt, a waiter, 
employed by the Southern Railway Company • 

Later in the day Jr* dfcenehain called by 
long distance telephone and stated there had been found 
in the records of the Cincinnati Police Department a 
record of an arrest of one Janes Hewitt, Police Depart- 
■tent Ho*91003, residence address 311 Broadway, Cincin¬ 
nati/ date of arrest, April 30, 1934$ charge, disorderly 
conduct / witnesses, two police officers$ charges dis¬ 
missed April 30, 1934 » This James Hewitt is described 
as aged 33, in 1934$ male, single, negro, occupation 
waiter • Ho photographs or fingerprints were made at 
the time of arrest • 

The Cincinnati Police Department records 
also show, he stated, an arrest of Jamas Hewitt, colored, 
of 430 Cutter street, Cincinnati, Police Department Ho • 
0963, which record shows that thts James Hewitt sur¬ 
rendered to the police of Cincinnati on April 30, 1935, 
on a warrant charging disorderly conduct, the prosecut¬ 
ing witness being Ines Stopall, apartment 31, ffo.626 
Zest Fourth street, Cincinnati, and thi3 case was dis¬ 
missed on April 30, 1933, for want of prosecution . 

There is no police record of James L . Hewitt 
at Covington , Kentucky. 

The records of the RETAIL UERCHAH?S CREDIT 
BUREAU, at Cincinnati, he informed, show a record of 
James L • Hewitt, wife's name £mma, with r estdenc e at 
631 Russell Avenue, Covington, Kentucky, known to the 
files of that Bureau since July, 193Q • The last report, 
dated October 6, 1940, shows his age as from 30 to 35, 
employed by the Southern Railway Company, Ludlow, Ken¬ 
tucky, as a waiter for three years, salary {95*00 a 
month plus tips$ with good habits, morals and character . 
In 1938 he gave as his employer the Hotel Gibson, Cin¬ 
cinnati, but on checking at the Hotel Gibson the credit 
bureau could find no record of his employment at that 
hotel . Hie credit rating is from fair to good • 
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Butlding, Covington, .Kentucky, have a record of Janes 
X. Tfetatbtm t :htch date c from 193?, and which is the 
sane as that of the Retail Uerchanta Credit Bureau 
of Cincinnati, with the exceptions, ao follows: 

Re was formerly employed as a waiter by 
the University Club in Cincinnati, and his wife did 
general housework for Mrs* Schran at 326 Fast Twenty— 
fltxth street, Covington, Kentucky* 



At the CP.FDIT BUREAU $ 1221 Q street, Northwest, 
Washington, D. C., Mss LtbonaU produced a file relat¬ 
ing to?William F. Kusch, and his wife, °*r*rudo, dated 
October 23, 1239, at vhich time they resided at No.6 
Mansion Drive, Silver Springs, Maryland, to tcMch 
dress, according to the report, they had moved from No. 

1629 Columbia Road, Northwest, Washington, D. i. 

This fils indicat es that Mr* Kusch ts white, 
married, and has a wife and two chtlftren dependent upon 
him for support, one of his children being a **“£•** 
the United States Naval Academy. This report indicates 
he has resided at his present address since October 1, 

1939, where he then rented a house. For sixteen years ^ 
theretofore ha rented an apartment At t^tf^ r gonn« iporu- 
sonto, No.1029 Columbia Road, Northwest, ro*Mn^ton, C., 
for which he paid $150.00 a month* Before that ho re¬ 
sided at No.1639 Madison street, Northwest, Washington, 

D. C., and at Chicago, Illinois. 

The rsport further states that he is manager 
of the dining car department of the Southern Railway, 
has been employed in that poo it ion for fifteen years, 
and in 1232 was reported as receiving 

annum, approximately. Ss was transferred to f^h.ngton 
from Chicago, and formerly had been employed ae on en¬ 
gineer on the Chicago, Ilxaukee and St. Paul Railroad • 

His credit is reported aa good. 


1419 ff street. Northwest, Washington, D. C., on ^“nuary 
14, 1941, Mrs. Tobin produced a file concerning tilliam. 
F. Kusch which contained a report dated September 22, 
1939, indicating that Mr. Kusch, and his wife 
then resided at No.1629 Columbia Road, Wa **~ 

inqton, D. C., where they had been since 1923, and from 
which address they were reported as about to move to No. 
6 South Mansion Drive, £<2uer Springs, Maryland. 

The report described KUsoh as aged about 45, 
married, white, and employed by the Southern Railway, 
McPherson Square, Washington. That report also Indi¬ 
cated that there was a notation from hi3 employer which 
stated n from about 1923 to date has been employed here 
a manager of the dining car department; compensated at 
about C50C0.CC per annum; permanent position; regarded 


satisfactorily . 


has a satisfactory credit rating 



and it is stated that he pays as agreed 


At the Bureau- of Records § Detective Bureau f 
Washington, J). (?•$ Police Department,a search natie of 
the records by lfr» F* T# 0 tr >rien, on January 14, 1941, 
brought the information that- the Department has no 
crtninal records relating to Willian f, Kusch or to 
WcH tor A • Broohd . 




HR, CHRIS SET7ARTH, of the Files Section, 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Washington, 

D* C,, caused the indices of the Bureau to be checked 
and informed that no record mas found therein reiot- 
ing to Sidney Joseph Badeaux, Walter A. Brooks, 

Henry C, Callaway, Alexander Dickson, Harry T* Lucas, 
Somuel C • Mitchell, David J* Oahagan, James L * Hemitt, 
and William F, Kusch, 


UR, D* If* LADD, in charge of the Identifi¬ 
cation Division of the Bureau, assigned Ur, Uiller of 
the card index section, mho made a search of the index 
cards and reported that he found no criminal records 
on any of the above persons. 


At the Criminal Records Section, Detective 
Bureau, Washington, D* C *, Police Department, Ur, E * K 
O'BRIEN caused a search of the record* to be made and 
reported that his Department had no criminal record 
on William 7, Kusch, Writer A* Brooks, Samuel C . 
Mitchell, Alexander Dickson, and Harry 3 . Lucas, all 
of Washington, D • C * 



In view of the fact that ifr* Dale Whiteside, 
of the White House Detail of the Uni twi State* Secret 
Service, stated that Pullman Inspector A* w* Brewer, 
had informed him that he had heard that Ur* Sumner 
i relies had been involved o similar incident which 
it is alleged happened sometime after this first in¬ 
cident hereinbefore described, in accordance with in¬ 
structions issued an investigation was conducted into 
that incident which is alleged to have occurred on a 
regular run of a Pennsylvania train out of Washington, 
D « C • 


In this second instance, the allegation has 
been made that Ur* Sumner Welles, Under Secretary of 
State, while traveling between Washington, D* C*, on 
a Pennsylv ania train which left Washington at 8*30 
p*n* of September 27, 1940, and which arrived at Cleve¬ 
land, Ohio, at approxi mately 6*30 a*»* of September 
26, 194C, made similar obscene and indecent proposals 
to colored employes of the Pullman Company* 


When the train, out of Washington, l* C*, 
reached Harrisburg, Penney 1 van ia, at approxinat ely 
11*35 that night, the two Washington Pullmans were 
attached to train No*39, from New Tork City to Cleve¬ 
land, and thereafter became a part of that train 
which left Harrisburg at 11*45 p* su Ur* Sumner belles 
it appears traveled to Cleveland at that time to 
address the Foreign Affairs Council at the Hotel 
Statler, Cleveland, on Saturday, September 28, 1940 • 
Ur* Welles, it is said, left that train at the 
Fifty-fifth street and Euclid Avenue Station at 
Cleveland, Ohio, before the train reached the down¬ 
town Cleveland station* 


The employes of the Pullman Company and 
of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company that are alleged 
to has knowledge of that situation have b sen inter¬ 
viewed and incorporated into this report are th* 
results of such interviews* 



It is to be noted that Pullaan Inspector 
A* W* Brewer stated that with respect to another in¬ 
cident which is alleged to have occurred a short 
time subsequent to the one on the Presidential 
specials it was h -is understanding that Ur* E* £• 
Ernests chief of passenger transportations Penn¬ 
sylvania Railroad, philadelphia $ and Ur* J* F* 
Finnigan, manager of the dining car service of the 
Pennsylvania Railroads possibly had information 
concerning such an incident in which Ur* Welles 
is said to have been involved* 


UR* E* E* ERNESTs Chief of Passenger 
Transportations Pennsylvania Railroads Room 1644s 
Suburban Buildings Philadelphia, Pennsylvaniag was 
contacted on January 1S 9 1941, who advised that he 
would like to confer with Agents in this matter tn 
the presence of Ur* J* F* Deasy, Vice President in 
charge of Cperationsg Pennsylv ania Railroads Room 
1622s Suburban Buildings Philadelphia* 

Ur. Deasy informed that he had no official 
information concerning any incident involving Ur* 
Velles having occurred on any of the Pennsylv ania 
lines* Asked whether he had heard anything with re¬ 
spect to such an incidents Ur* Leasy said that only 
a rumor or two had reached him, to w'ich he gave no 
credence$ that no record exists of any such incidents 
no investigation was made by the Pennsylvania Rail¬ 
roads and using his ’zords, Ur* Reasy seated, "no 
record whatever exists in this matter in the files 
of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company * w 


IfR* 0* ** SffDDDT, Superintendents Pullman 
Company, 1567 Suburban Building, Philadelphia, was 
intervi aired, and stated that it is his information 
that YT. Runner Welles is alleged to have been in¬ 
volved in some misconduct in a Pullman car on a 
Pennsylvania Railroad train, between Washington, D*C* 
and Buffalo, New York, or Cleveland, Ohio, which 
incident is said to have occurred a short time after 
the alleged incident on the Providential special train 
from Jasper, Alabama, to Washington, V* Cbut that 
the assails thereof were no; familiar to him* Mr* 

Cr, d . 'j j.;atjd that ‘Jr* H* E • can/ or d was the Pullman 
,.:cicr on zhe train when this incident is alleged 



to have occurred* Ur* Snoddy advised that conductor 
Sanford could he located through the office of Mr* 

E* P* Schwotaer, dtstrict superintendent, Pullman 
Company, Room 175, Pennsylvania Terminal Building, 
New York City* Ur* Snoddy also informed that 
through M r * Schwotaer f s office. Agents would be 
able to obtain the names and addresses of the other 
Pullman Company employes having knowle dge of this 
incident* 


On January 16, 1941, UR* E* P* SCRNOTZKR, 
District Superintendent, Pullman Company, New York 
City, was interviewed an''' stated that it is his in¬ 
formation that Conductor B* E* Sanford, William 
Coins, attendant on a lounge car, and Pullman Porter 
Thomas Williams, all employee of the Pullman Company, 
are said to haue information with respect to the al¬ 
leged incident involving Mr* Zelles* Mr* Sohwotaer 
stated that William Coins and Conductor B* f>* Sanford 
could be located at New York City, while Porter 
Thomas Williams n ght be located at Cleveland, Ohto . 
jr* Schwotaer also stated that while he has no written 
record of znis matzer, it is his under3 tending that 
it is alleged to have occurred on Pennsyl vania train 
No*39, uhich runs between New York City and Cleveland, 
Ohio, which zrain at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, picks 
up two Pullman cars out of Washington, D* C* destined 
for Cleveland, and that ihose Pullmans at Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, are attached to that train shortly after 
11*00 p*m*, the train arriving at Cleveland, )hio, 
the following morning about 9*30 o'clock* 


At New York City, on January 16, 1941, 
signed statements were obtained from Pullman Conductor 
F. 7 . Sanford and Pullman Attendant William Coins* 


On January 16, 1041, *fr* J* F* Finnigan, 
manager of the dining car service, Pennsylvania Rail¬ 
road, Su'.nyside Station, Long Island, New Y„rk, was 
inzervi ewed, and stated that he has no information 
either directly or indirectly concerning any incident 
i it living .Vr* Sumner Pelles which is sa d to have oc- 
zurreci on a Penns yl van i a Pailroad train* 



On January 17, 1041, US. T. U. O'UETL, 
District Superintendent, Pullman Company, Soon i 
601, Century Building, Vo*414 Feet Superior 
street, Cleveland, Ohio, dated that him only 
information concerning the incident in question 
came to him orally from Porter Williams several 
hours after ft is alleged to have occurred/ that 
no written report thereof was made, and that he 
preferred that Agents obtain the story from 
Porter Williams, who was then in Cleveland* 


On January 17, 1941, Pullman Porter 
THOMAS WILLIAMS, residing at No*2373 East Eighty- 
third street, Cleveland, Ohio, was interviewed 
and from htm a signed statement was obtained with 
respect to the incident in qx estton* In hts 
statement. Porter Thomas Williams indicated that 
Pullman Porters T* E. Lewis, whose residence is 
Cleveland, Ohio, and Edom Boston, whose resid¬ 
ence is Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, but uho 
makes a rur to Cleveland, Ohio, are poestbly tn 
possession of information concerning the same 
situation in which Mr* belles is alleged to have 
been involved . Pullman Porters P* ?* Lewis and 
Edom 5 os ton were interviewed at Cleveland, 

Ohio, ana from them signed a tat event s were ob— 
•lained* Porters Lillians and Boston indicated 
in their statements that possibly the Pennsylvania 
train conductor and Irakeman, whose names andwi- 
dressea they did not know, were possibly in pos¬ 
session of information with respect to the in¬ 
cident in question* 


At the time that Ur* T . U* O f Xetl$ 
District Super in endent, Pullman Company, was 
interviowed at Cleveland, he stated that he be¬ 
lieved that some official of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad at Cleveland had information concerning 
the incident, as it was hts understanding that 
the Pennsylvania Railroad had some men meet the 
train at the down-town station at Cleveland that 
morning of September 28, 1940, indicating that 
possibly the t rain conductor had sent a message 
to Cl jv eland headquarters of the Pennsylvania 
Da£2road of some unusual happening on that train 
curia-; zhj night • Ur* G'.Veil stated that he be- 
1 i j v : i ha t Ur * T* .?• Crick, Division Sup or in ten- 




/ 


dent, Pennsylvania Railroad $ at Clevelaa d, is the 
official who night have thie information. 


MR • F. E. FRICK, Division Superintendent, 
Pennsylvania Railroad, Fifty-fifth street and 
Euclid Avenue station, Cleveland, Ohio, was in¬ 
terviewed on January 17, 1941, and he stated that 
he had no tnforelation with respect to any such 
incident occurring on his division. Asked whether 
any information had been brought to his attention 
concerning such an incident occurring on any other 
division of zhe railroad, he stated he could not 
discuss it • He became very disturbed and stated 
he would not talk about it. 


The "CLEVELAND PLAIN-DEALSR, ” arfleveland, 
Ohio, newspaper, in its issue of Sunday morning, 
September 29, 1940, carries a news item to the ef¬ 
fect that Mr. Sumner Eolles, Under Secretary of 
Stats, addressed a meeting of the Foreign Affairs 
Council, at the Hotel Statler, Cleveland, Ohio, 
on Saturday, September S3, 1940, as isevidenced 
by clipping hereto attached. 


At the CLEVELAND RETAIL CREDIT COMPANY, 
National City Bank Building, Cleveland, Ohio, on 
Jan-cry 10, 1941, Mi sc Laura Bruce, Clerk, informed 
that zhe company has a file on Frank E. Lewis, re¬ 
siding at No.2310 East Eighty-fifth street, Cleve¬ 
land, with his uife, maiden name Lundy, covering the 
period from 1926 to 1939, which indicates that at 
first he was slow in payments of bills but Ja ter 
showed improvement in that respect. She further 
advised that the comocny has no file on Thomas 
Williams . 


MR. FRANZ 10CNIN, Records Division, 
Cleveland, Chio, Police Department, advised that 
a search of the crirrnal records failed to show 
any cri inal record on Thotias till tarns or Frank 
2. Lewis. 



On January 2D , 1941 , Agents palled at 
the office of Ur • R* £• Grieve, Passenger Train 
Master, Pittsburgh Division, PennsyJb ania Railroad 
Company, Roots 206, Pennsylv ania Terminal Building, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, for the purpose of lo¬ 
cating and interviewing the conductor and brakeman 
of train Ro*39, Altoona to Pittsburgh, on September 
26, 1940 . 


On entering this off tee Agents were met 
by Ur* Amend, a lead clerk employed therein* Re 
was told that Agents were desirous of getting in 
touch with the official of the company who could 
furnish information with respect to the names of 
the conductor and brakeman of a passenger train 
between Altoona and Pittsburgh some several months 
ago* Ur* Amend then asked what firm Agents repre¬ 
sented* On being told we represented the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, Ur* Amend replied n Tou 
are on the Sumner Zelles matter*” To that no 
answer was made by Agents and he introduced Agents 
to Up* R* E* Grieve* 


UR, R* E* GRIEVE then advised that the 
con luctor between Altoona and Pittsburgh, Pennsyl¬ 
vania, on the train in question on September 26, 
194G, was Ur* E* C • Stephens* He further stated 
that ! ^rain did not have a brakeman but as baggage- 
mmter had John 3, Nissock, while its flagman was 
3, Q* B • Haupt* 


UR* BLUER C* STEPHENS, residing at No* 
1613 Alverado Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
who states he has resided at that address since 
October, 1914, and tAi o is presently employed as 
a passenger conductor by the Pennsylvania Railroad, 
on its ?t rtsburgh Division, was interviewed. Ur* 
Stephens advised that he is 61 years of age and 
has been in the employ of this railroad for the 
past 36 years* Re stated that in September, 

1940, he was conductor on Pennsylvania train Wo* 

39, which left Altoona, Pennsylvania, at 2*39 a*m* 
and arrived at Pi - sburgh, Pennsylvania, at 5*05 
a,m*, eh or 3 he turned the train over to another 
co^Iuc tor * He also said that this train, which 




operates between New York City and Cleveland, 
Ohio, at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, hae attached 
to it two Pullman sleepers out of Washington, 

D* C*, which become a part of the train which 
arrives in Cleveland abouf 6*25 a«»*$ 


Mr* Stephens stated when he was first 
questioned concerning the matter in question that 
it was a motter of deep concern to the officials 
of the railroad company $ that he was r eluctant 
to discuss it, and that he preferred not to make 
any written statement coneerning it* He further 
stated that no written report of the incident had 
been made to the company by him but that he orally 
reported it to one of his superiors • Ur* Stephens 
orally furnished information, as followsi 


He stated thot after leaving Altoona 
on board this train No*39 at approximately 2*39 
a. a* on September 28, 1940, he had passed through 
the coaches, went into the Pullman section to 
work the Pullmans, and then into the lunge ear, 
where he, Stephens, seated himself at a table to 
do his work* Ur* Stephens stated that seated 
only a few steps from him was the passenger whom 
he later came to know was Hr* Sumner Welles, 
who wa3 learning back, talking to a porter, whose 
name Hr* Stephens does not know* Hr* Stephens 
stated he w as seated so near to Hr* ' : 'elles that 
he could hear all Of the conversation, and that 
Hr* £ slice kept askng the porter for whisky and 
sodaj that he heard Hr. Velles make the same r«- 
quest at least four or five, or more, times, and 
the porter each time told him that he could not 
be served os it was then after hours* Mr* 

Stephens then stated that porter, who was supposed 
at zhat time to be off duty, left and Mr* Welles 
rang the signal and another porter answered* Mr* 
Stephens stated that he heard that porter, name 
not known, in answer to the order of Mr. I ell as 
for wriiaky and soda tell him that he could not 
serve him as it was after hours* That porter 
left the car and again Ur* belles rang and the 
same regi est was made by Mr* l el Iso and the same 
reply made by that porter, whom Mr* Stephens 
stated told Hr* Telles that he would give him any 
assistance he could , that he would help him back 



berth, but that he could not furnish him 





tr rtth whisky and soda as the piles was locked* 

The porter thereupon took Mr* Welles to his com¬ 
partment which was in Room A on one of the two 
Washington pulInane 9 the number of which Ur* 

Stephens does not now recall* 

Ur* Stephens stated that when the porter 
returned from taking Mr* Welles to his room 9 the 
porter then told him 9 Mr* Stephens $ that Mr* Welles 
had made an improper and indecent propoeitton to 
kim 9 offering him fifty dollars for hie services 
in connection therewith* Mr* Stephens stated that 
when the porter made the statement to Mm concern- 
tng Mr* Welless Mr* Kissock another employe of the 
railroad was present and heard it* On being asked 
to relate in hie oan words what the porter stated 
Mr* Welles had offered hi « fifty dollars to do 9 
Mr * Stephens stated that the porter said that 
Mr* Welles wanted the porter n to suck him'** i/r# 
Stephens further stated that Mr* Kissookf who is 
a'Jovial fellow and more or less of a practical . 
joker * aaid to the porter 9 *What do you mean? 

Tou turned down fifty dollars to suck a nice, 
clean dick?** and the porter replied that he would 
not accept five t housand dollars to do such a thing* 
Mr* Stephens said that the porter 9 a ccording to 
hie best recoils ction 9 was not in the room with 
Ur* Welles more than two minutes when he returned 
and told this story to him and to Ur* Fissock* 

Mr* Stephens states that he then asked 
that porter what space the passeng er occupied 9 
whereupon the porter told him that he had compart¬ 
ment A 9 which Ur* Stephens now believes was in 
Car No*339 9 although not absolutely sure of the 
exact number • !/r* Stephens states that in check¬ 

ing his diagrams he then discovered that the 
passenger in question was Mr* Sumner Telles 9 arod 
recalled that he had a special attention order 
from the conpany 9 advising that Mr* belles >oas to 
be shown every courtesy and given all assistance 
within reason on the trip* Vp to that time 9 
states Mr* Stephens he did not know the identity 
of that passenger* 



Ur* Stephens stated that a little while later 
Ur* Welles again came up into the club oar or lounge 
car and sat down there. At that ttme Ur* Stephens was 
about finished with his work and therefore started for¬ 
ward on the train, to go into the passenger coaches* 

He states that he then noticed that Ur* Welles was 
going forward towards the passenger coach section of 
the train and realised that he was headed in the wrong 
direction * Ur* Stephens stated that ae Ur* Welles 
started to go tnto the passenger coach he, Ur* Stephens, 
told him, "four room is back the other way / in reply 
to which Ur* Welles said, "Is it?" Ur* Stephens stated 
that Ur* Welles then turned around, walked back in the 
direction of the Pullman cars, and that was the foot 
he saw of him on that trip, as he, Stephens, at Pittsburgh 
turned the tratn,over to another oonduotor* 

Ur* Stephens further stated that while he 
could not state that Ur* Welles was intoxicated he had 
been drtnking very heavily* Ur* Stephens also stated 
that in so far ae he knows, Ur. Kieeock was the only 
other employe of the Pennsylvania Railroad who had any 
knowledge of this affair. Ur* Stephens also etated that 
he knows that Ur* Welles arrived on that train at Cleve¬ 
land, because on the following day he read a newspaper 
article vfxich reported that Ur* Velles made a speech 
at Cleveland. Be further said that another Pullman 
porter on the same train, attached to the car in which 
Ur* Welles had his compartment, told him that Ur* Welles 
had awakened him while he was off duty and was sleeping 
in his berth in the smoking room/ that that porter told 
him that Ur* Welles asked him, the porter, how old he 
was, in reply to which the porter stated he told Ur* 

Welles that he was sixty years old and Ur* Welles said, 

"You are too old," and asked him to send somebody else 
to his room but the porter advised him that he could 
not do that* Ur* Stephens stated that he did not know 
the n~me of that old Pullman porter, nor does he know 
the names of any other porters or attendants of the 
Pullman Company on that train* Ur* Stephens also stated 
that he never eaw Ur* Welles before or sines that trip • 

On being asked to describe the Pullman porter 
who made the statement to him and to Ur* Kiseock, }£r* 
Stephens stated that he was a fellow close to six feet 
in height, with a deoided droop in one of his eyes, as 
though that eye had been n lop-eided* n 

• i 



UR * JOSS S* KISS OCX, an employe of the Penn¬ 
sylvania Railroad Company since 1906, was interviewed 
at hia residency 67 Parke streets Crafton, Pennsyl¬ 
vania, where he has resided since about 1918, on Janu¬ 
ary 20, 1941 * Ur* Xissock, who states he was born in 
County Antrim, Ireland, advises he was a member of the 
Pennsylvania train crew on train No*39, from Altoona to 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on September 26, 1940, the 
conductor of which train was Elmer C* Stephens, Ur* 
Xissock being the baggage-master on that particular 
train, which train, he stated it is his present recol¬ 
lection left Altoona sometime after two a*m* and ar¬ 
rived at Pittsburgh sometime in the vtotnity of 5*02 
a*m* '/r* Xissock stated that while he would dtsouss 

the incident orally with Agents, he preferred not to 
make any signed statement in connection with the affair* 

Ur* Xissock stated tt ts now his best recol¬ 
lection that that train was about an hour and a half 
out of Altoona, at which time he was near the end of 
the day coach when Conductor Stephens came up to him 
and said, "John, corns on back to the lounge car^ some¬ 
thing has happened there* 9 * Ur* Xissock states that he 
went to the lounge car with Ur* Stephens and saw the 
passenger in qi estion sitting there* Be stated that 
while he would not say t hat the passenger was drunk 
he had the appearance of a person who had been drinking* 
Be stated that Ur* Stephens told hia that he, Stephens, 
had some other work to do and did not want to leave 
the pass enger in qeetton alone and wanted 'Jr* Xi ssock 
to watch him* At that time, according to Jr* iT. ssock. 
Conductor Stephens told him of the experience of the 
Pullman porter with the passenger* 

ifr* Xissock stated that Conductor Stephens 
then told him that zhe passenger in question had 
offered the Pullman porter fifty dollars f, to get down 
on him*" He states that Conductor Stephens then went 
to the drawing room and came back and said, n Lo you know 
who that was?” in reply to which Xissock said he did not, 
and Ur* Stephens then told him that the passenger was 
ur m Sumner Xelles, stating that he, Stephens, had an 
order on him, and remarked, "What do you think of the son 
of a gun*" Ur* Xissock states that the passenger then 
got up and left the lounge car* Then, according to Jr* 
Xissock, the porter involved in the incident came into 
the car and repeated his experi ence with If r . : elles • 
-/according to Ur* X : ssock, that porter then told the ■,wo 
of zhem, Lfeasra* Stephens and Xissock, ha- '.e, the 



porterf had been back in the room t oith the passenger 
and that the passenger had offered him fifty dollars. 

On being asked what eervtce the porter reported he 
teas to furnish in return for this fifty dollars, Hr. 
Kissock claimed that the porter did not say exactly 
what it was and that they, meantng Stephens and rtasock, 
started to "kid” him about it, saying to him, "Tou 
could not earn fifty dollars any easier than that," 
in reply to which the porter said something to the 
effect that "You have to work three years to become 
a carpenter or a brick-layer but it takes only one 
suck to make a cock-sucker 

Ur. X'.ssock further stated that he had no 
conversation at any time with Ur. Sumner Welles, and 
that the last time he saw him he was between the day 
coach and the first sleepsr on*the train, standing there 
near the entrance to the day coach, as he, Ki ssook, 
passed him. Ur. Itissock further stated that he made 
no report of this matter, oral or written, to his 
superiors and that he does not know whether or not the 
conductor made a report of it. Be further stated that 
he does not know the name of the Pullman porter who 
related the incident to him, but reoalls that he was 
a fellow "with a funny eye". 


At the C'i \DI? hURPAB, IVCORPOCAT^D, Chamber 
of Commerce building, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, it was 
learned that John S* Fissock, 5*7 Parke street, Crayton, 
Pennsylvania, owns his own property at that address, 
pay s his bills promptly, and has a small checking ac¬ 
count at the Union Trust Company, Pittsburgh. 


At the same bureau, it was learned that Dinar 
C. Stephens, a passenger conductor, residing at 1013 
Alvarado Avenge, Pittsburgh, owns his own property, 
has a small savings account at the Dollar Savings Dank 
and a checking account at the First Bet zonal Sank, 
Pittsburgh, and. that all his bills are paid witr-in thirty 
days • 


Tnqttyy at the Pittsburgh Police Department 
and the Allegheny Detective Bureau, Pittsburgh, revealed 
no crin nal record of John 2. Ziscock or Sloicr C. Stephen 



UR. T. Um O'NEIL, District Superintendent, 
Pullman Company, Room 601, Century Building, 414 Jest 
Superior street, Cleveland, Ohio, stated that Pullman 
porters Thomas Villiams, Frank E. Lewis, and Edom 
Boston haue been with the Pullman Company for many 
years and that they have proved theme elves to be r«- 
ltable, trustworthy and dependable employes . 


Signed statements, which were obtained from 
the foil wing employes, are incorporated herein and 
are as followsi 


Yilltom Goins, of Jamaica, Long Island, 
New York, a Pullman Company employe / 

Thomas Pillions, of Cleveland, Ohio, 
a Pullman Company porteri 

Frank E. Lswis, of Cleveland, Ohio, a . 
Pullman Company porterji 

Edom Boston, of Philadelphia, Pennsyl¬ 
vania, a Pullman Company porterj and 

henry E. Sanford, of New Brunswick, New 
Jersey, a Pullnan Company condi ctor* 



New York, K. Y. 
January 16 * 1941. 


I, the undersigned, Willimi Qolrus, on depose and cay: 

«y mil n»™« la William Goina. I am 23 years of age and am 
ainsle. Presently 1 reside at 111-83 156th street, Jaamloa, Long 
Island, New York. I la to lived at that address about two years. 

Prior to that I resided for a short while at 666 St. Nicholas avenue, 
Manhattan, New York City. Prior to that for about fire years I 
resided at 154 West One Hundred Forty-first street, New York City. 

I was born at Winston-Salem, North Carolina. I have been employed 
by the Pu llma n Company as an attendant since November 14, 1938. I 
have never been arrested. In September, 1940, 1 was employed by 
the Pullman Company. I am known as an extra bus-boy with the 
pullran Company. I have not been with the company long enough to 
be permanently assigned as a regular bus-boy or attandant on a 
lounge oar. In September, 1940, I was assigned as attendant on the 
lounge car which ms a part of train No.39, of the Pennsylvania 
fiallroad, running between New York City and Cleveland, Ohio. This 
leaves New York City in the evening and arrives at Cleveland the 
following morning. It passes through Philadelphia and Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania. At the offices of the Pullman Company, in New York 
City, on January 16, 1941, I saw the sin who «a the Pullman con¬ 
ductor on train No. 39 on the trip that this incident occurred, but 
I do not know his name, I have been informed that tnis Pull nan 
conductor’s name is Mr. Sanford. I do not remember the names 
of any of the pullaan porters on that train. 


*x\ about midnight, as well as I can no-< recall, on this 
trip I was serving some paseen^ers in the binge oar. All of the 
passengers in the lounge at the time excepting one, a tall man, 
not too slender, in his fifties, to the best of my recollection, 
with a aim 11 blonde moustache, who to me seemed to be of distin¬ 
guished appearance, left the lounge oar. After these passengers 
had gone from the car this man who remained signaled for me. He 
was 80 ated at the ether end of the lounge from the buffet. I 
answered the signal, and the nan ordered a scotch and soda, which 
I served him. The price of the scotch and soda ws seventy cents. 
In payment this man gave me two one dollar bills. I informed 
him the price of the drink «as only seventy cants and he z»id 
ror me to keep ths change, which I did. I returned to the buffet. 

After a few minutes this man rang for me a&Lln and I 
answered. He asked mo my name and I told him -*hat it ?&3. Kd 
then asked xo if I wanted to make thirty dollars. I told him I 
vaa on the train to make money. I told him tnirty dollars was 
& lot of money. Ho then told me that ho .**atod .-.r to cose back 
to his room, jhich was about two cars back. Hu iid not toll me 



William Goins, u, 


what ho wanted me to do in his room or what he wished me to do 
for the thirty dollars. 1 told this nan I could not lea ye the 
oar. He asked na what tine 1 got off duty and 1 told him at 
two a.a., as I remwaber. 1 continued to tell him that I could 
not lea ye the car and he told me not to be foolish, or words to 
that effect which mean the sane thing. He then told me would give 
ns as much as fifty dollars If X would cone back to his room. 

I told him that I could not leave the car and I did not go to bis 
room at any time. I served this passenger th-ae or four scotches 
and sodas and each time X served him he pestered me by offering 
n» money to coxae to his room but each time I told him tint I 
could not go to his roots and that I could not leave the car. 

I remember that when he had offered me the money to come to his 
room I told him that I thought there was some tind of a catch 
in the one dollar and thirty cent tip he had given me at the 
time that I served him the first drink that night end offered to 
return this money to him but he did not accept it. 

As I remember now, while this passenger was in the lounge 
the Pullman conductor came in and sat down at the desk and I be¬ 
lieve worked on his records for a few minutes. I don’t recall 
that 1 had any conversation with the conductor at that time. The 
conductor left shortly thereafter. The desk at v&ich the conductor 
was seated is at the opposite end of the lounge from that where the 
pass anger was 3euted. As I remember it, while this incident w ©3 
going on a Pullman porter, whose name I don’t know, came into the 
lounge, X believe to purchase something from the buffet. I told 
this porter that this passenger who was still in the lounge wua 
pestering mo and that he had offered me money to come tc his room 
and this porta told me that kind of thing was to be expected on the 
job I had and that I should not let it bother me, or something like 
that. 


.ifter I had finished serving this passenger with drinks, 

I got the shoos of the passenger© in my car and brought them to 
a place near the buffet and was shining them while seated there. 

This passenger X have described got up and came towards the buffet, 
h'hen he vsas opposite a table on which there tbo a lamp, the truin 
sn-ie a turn and this passenger was thrown against the table and 
a table lamp was smashed by him. X went to the passenger and 
assisted him in getting up. I told this passenger that I would bo 
questioned about how the lamp was saished and he told me not to worry 
about the lamp. If I remember oo rectly the train or railroad con¬ 
ductor cuiao through about tint time and this passenger than returned 
to the scat he has formerly occupied the entire time ho wie In the 
lounge. 



William Go 1 m , 
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I finished shining ths shoos, went back to the adjoin¬ 
ing oar to awaken the porter, whose car I had been taking wre 
of while he was sleeping* and told him I was to retire* When I 
retired he was to take care of ay oar. I then went to bed in 
my car and when I left the lounge that passenger was still in there. 
I would say that this passenger from the time I served him tho first 
scotch and soda until I retired was in the lounge about two hours. 


X have already stated that this passenger did not say 
what he wanted me to do in his roam for the money he offered n®. 
but I thought ho waa”<;uear" or "funny". I was suspicious of him 

* 




I got up tho next morning about five o* clock,went about 
my duties, and shortly before the train arrived at Cleveland, 
as well as I recollect, the Pullman conductor came to ms and asked 
ro If I had anything unusual happen j.n the car the night before 
involving a passenger. I told the conductor about what X hare 
already told here. Th© conductor mentioned that this passenger 
had postered son» other porters during tho night. The conductor 
told cm to treat taia matter in strict confidence. He told me that 
he would report it to the superintendent of the Pulljaan Company at 
Clove In nd and it was understood that 1 would be called in to tell 
what X knew. I did tell some official of the Pullman Company In 
Cleveland about what I havo told here. If I remember correctly, 
tho fullaaa conductor that morning told 2 ® that the passenger tfho 
had bothered me the night before was 5i r . Sumner ttellea. I never 
saw him before nor have I seen him since. Thi3 ia ell that I 
know about this incident. 

I n so far as I know ther3 were no railroad employes who 
know about this matter. 



Then persomlly appeared before me, Dwight Brantley, 
Special Jtgent In Charge, federal 3u eau of Invoet lotion, at *>.? 
York, N. Y., this sixteenth day of January, 1941, the above named 
ffilliam Coins, who made oath to and subscribed the above statement. 
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Cleveland, Ohio, 
January 17, 1941. 


I, tile undersigned, Thomas Williams, on oath, 
depose and says • 

My name is Thomas Williams. I am 88 years of 
age and was born at Greenville, 3outh Carolina. I am 
married. X have resided in Cleveland, Ohio, for twenty 

£ ea ?;L? r ® or ® for tfae P aat flix have resided at 

No.2373 East Eighty-third street, Cleveland. Before that 
I resided in Thirty-ninth street, Cleveland, but X do not 
now remember the number. X have been employed as a 
porter by the Pullman Company for twonty years. In 
September, 1940, X was so employed and was assigned to 
the run between Cleveland and Washington, D. C., and re¬ 
turn. The train on which I was running at that time was 
one of the Pennsylvania Railroad trains. This train left 
Washington about 8.30 in the evening. There were two 
Pullmans which left Washington Which were brought on 
straight through to Cleveland. At Harrisburg, Pennsyl¬ 
vania, these two Pullma n s were attached to Pennsylvania 
train No.39, running between New York City and Cleveland. 

The train from Washington arrived at Harrisburg about 
li.SO p.m., and the train from New York City to Cleveland 
to whion these Washington Pullmans are attached left 
Harrisburg about 11.43 p.m. and arrived at Cleveland at 
8.25 a.m. the following morning. This incident occurred 
in September, 1940, but X don’t remember the date. 

At Washington, D. C., a passenger got on my oar 
and occupied Drawing Room A« This passenger was destined 
for Cleveland, Ohio. I saw this passenger when he got on 
the train at Washington. I did not know his name. He was 
fifty years old or more, In my Judgment; he was tall, well- 
dressed, and I thought he was a fine-looking man. As soon 
as^the train pulled out of Washington X went through mv oar 
and went to the door of Drawing Room A, but the passenger 
was not in there. He was not in my oar at the time. I 
suppose that he had gone to the lounge car, as the red cap 

7 h0 K! 00 * P Bas ® n g°r’a baggage into the drawing room when 

he boarded the train told me when he left the oar that the 
passenger in Drawing Room A was a fine man, for me to take 

$h« d i!! ar0 ° f ® nd that h ® had S° n ® up to the lounge car. 

lounge oar that was attached to the train when i t left 
Washington goes through to Buffalo, New York. 

On this run I went off duty at 10.00 p.m. and 
, r f hired in a space in the smoking compartment of my car. 
»fhile the train was at Harrisburg and while I was in ar? 



Thomas Williams , 



£« 
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berth, a man came into the smoking compartment, shook the 
curtain which was drawn over my berth and awakened me. 

This passenger asked me, "Are you ay porter?" and I replied 
that X was. He asked me how old X was and X told him that 
I was fifty-eight years old. He then told me that he 
wanted to see a boy in Drawing Hoorn A for a few minutes. 

I then told him to ring the bell and that the porter in the 
next oar would answer him. It is customary that when one 
porter is off duty that the porter in the adjoining car will 
answer calls in the oar in which the porter is off duty. 

This passenger apparently rang the bell and I had no 
further conversation with him at that time. He did not 
say what he wanted with the boy in his room and I did not 
ask him. The porter from the other oar, I believe, answered 
the signal of this passenger beoause 2 heard the door slam 
shortly after the ring. As soon as this passenger rang 
he left the smoking oompartment and I suppose went to the 
drawing room which is in the opposite end of the car. Z 
heard no conversation bdtween the passenger and the porter 
from the other oar. 



I arose and went back on duty at £.00 a.m. Shortly 
after I got back to duty X saw a Pullman porter, known to me 
as Boston, who runs out of Philadelphia to Cleveland, and who 
was on duty on one of the oars on that train, with the 
passenger in Drawing Room A of my oar. This porter entered 
my car with this passenger and naked me if the man was my 
passenger and I told him he was and that he belonged in Draw¬ 
ing Room A. This man with the porter looked to me ns though 
he had been drinking pretty heavily. The porter took him 
to his drawing room, entered with him, pushed the door to 
and remained in there for a moment or two and then left for 
his car. I had no conversation with Porter Boston about 
this man. 


The porter who was watching my oar while I was 
off duty that night is a man named IP. S. Lewis, of Cleveland, 
Ohio, who at that time was porter on one of the cars running 
from Cleveland to V/ashington and back. Porter Lewis, when 
he came back to wake me up that morning, was asked by me 
what the passenger in Drawing Room A wanted when he called 
him . Porter Lewis told me that he had no time to bother 
with that passenger. This la all the conversation X had with 
Porter Lewis about this man. 

About an hour after I came back to duty at 2.00 
o’clock that morning, the railroad conductor, whose name 
I don’t know, came to my oar and asked me if the passenger 
In Drawing Room A got to bed all right, as he, the conductor, 
said he had started him out of the club oar aone time before. 



Thomas Williams, 5, 


X told the conductor that the had retired* That is 
all the conversation I had with the railroad conductor 
about this man* 

I called that passenger in Drawing Room A at 
7*30 o’clock that morning, whioh was about forty minutes 
out of Cleveland. Shortly after I called this passenger 
the Pullman conductor on that train, whose name is Mr* 
Sanford, came to my oar and said that he wanted to see 
the passenger in Drawing Room A about some lamp whioh had 
been broken in the olub oar sometime during the night* 

The conductor rang the bell of the drawing room A but 
got no response from the passenger and then the conductor 
left* This is all the conversation I had with this Pullman 
conductor about this passenger* 

The lounge oar on this train, after it leaves 
Harrisburg, is a lounge oar that starts out from New York 
City and goes through to Cleveland. I do not know the 
attendant who was in charge of that lounge oar that night, 
did not see him, and had no occasion to contact him at all 
on that trip* 

The passenger in Drawing Room A got off the train 
at the Fifty-fifth and Euclid Avenue Station at Cleveland 
that morning. I had no conversation with him at the time 
except to say "Good morning," and "Good-bye". That morning 
in Cleveland I made a report of this matter to District 
Superintendent of the Pullman Company in Cleveland, whioh 
is required when any incident occurs on a Pullman car. 

When I made my report that morning of this matter, Hr. 

Bacon, assistant to the superintendent, told me that the 
passenger in Drawing Room A in my oar on that trip was 
Ur. Sumner Welles, whioh was the first time that I knew his 
identity. This is all I know about this matter. 



Then personally appeared before me, Dwight Brantley, 
Special Agent in Charge, Federal Bureau of Investigation, at 
Cleveland, Ohio, this seventeenth day of January, 1941, the 
above named Thomas Williams, who made oath to and subscribed 
the above statement. / } 

pedal Agent in C-irg^e. 


V/itness: 



s 


Uj h 




Cleveland, Ohio, 
January 18, 1941 


I, the undersigned, Tr&nk 2. Iawir*$ on oath, depose 

and say: 

My nans is Frank 2. Levis* I as 51 jeers of age end 
wee born at Woodstock, Virginia# For approximately twenty years 
or mare I have been resldiife at No.2310 East Eighty-fifth street, 
Cleveland, Ohio. I am employed as a porter by the Pullman Car 
Company and have been so amployed for mere than eighteen years. 

For about three years last past Z have bean engaged as a Pullman 
porter on the run between Cleveland, Ohio, and facing ton, D.C., 
and return, over the Pennsylvania Railroad Company tracks. On 
that train, the train leaves Washington about 8.30 at night; 
at Harrisburg the two Pullmans out of Washington are attached to 
train No.39, of the Pennsylvania Railroad, out of New York City, 
and the train then leaves Harrisburg about 11.45 p.a. and ar¬ 
rives at Cleveland about 6.30 the next morning. Zn September, 

1940, I was employed on that run and the ©foresentionsd dis¬ 
position of cars at Harrisburg and times of arrivals and de¬ 
partures were maintained ae I have stated. . 

Porter Thomas Williams was assigned to the other 
Washington car on that train. I was answering signals in Porter 
Williams oar when he was off Aity from about 10.00 at night until 
about 2.00 o'clock in the morning. The Washington cars are switched 
at Harrisburg and I remember that X was putting up the gate in tbs 
car when I saw a rather tall, well-dressed, light-complexionsd, 
distinguished appearing man ocming from the lounge oar to the 
Washington Pullmans. That passenger told me that he had Crewing Room 
A in Porter Williams' oar. He as tod me at this time whether there 
would be a lounge oar on the train from Harrisburg to Cleveland 
and I told him there would be. Hs then went onto his Drawing 
Roc®. Be rang for me a short time later and I answered. X asked 
him if I could do anything for him. He asked where his porter was 
and 1 told him he was off duty. X left and this passenger then 
went to the lounge oar. I had no further conversation with him and 
nothing unusual happened with this passenger eo fares I know. 

I believe it was Porter Williams who told me that the passenger 
wae Ur* Sumner Welles of Washington. That is ell that I know 
about this passenger. 

VnNOSfJfl. k 


Witne sa: 


ini 


Then personally appeared before me, Dwight Brantley, Special 
Agent in Charge, Federal Bureau of I n vestigation, at Cleveland, Chic, 
this eighteenth day of January, 1941, the above name d ?renk 3, Lewis, 
^wbo made oath to and subscribed the above statenant. 



3 ! *6eia 1 ..rant 1 ~ C '^r -a . 



Cleveland, Ohio, 
January X?, 1941 



X, the undersigned, Edom Boston, on oath, depotso 

and say: 

IZy nano la Edom Boston. I am 50 yaars of ago and was 
born at JamssviUe, North Carolina. I am married. X am present¬ 
ly living at No.5306 Race street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where 
I have lived since June, 1940. Before that I used to live at No. 

123 North Fifty-third street, Philadelphia. I ara employed as a 
porter by the Pullman Company and have been employed by that com¬ 
pany for the past twenty-digit years. In September, 1940, X was 
a Pullman porter on that train numbered 39, between New Yoric City 
and Cleveland, over the Pennsylvania Railroad. 

That train ploka up at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, two 
Pullmans from Each 1 ns ton for Cleveland. Those oars beooma a 
part of that train that goes onto Cleveland. This incident oc¬ 
cur rad in September, 1940. X don’t ressmber now the exeat date. 

I know now and knew then that Porter Williams was a parter on 
one of those two cars from Washington to Cleveland. This incident 
occurred between Altoona, JtontyXranle, and Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, 
about four o’clock in the morning, as wall as I recollect. X gpt 
up at 2.30 a.m., after having been off duty. I was answering belle 
in the Rings car when the attendant in that car wqs off duty, I 
recall that I answered a bell from the lounge oar and found just 
one man in that car. I dLd not know the man’s name at that time 
but he was tall, about fifty-five to sixty years old, and I -feou^it 
ho was a nice looking man. Nhen I answered the bell this man wanted 
a drink but I told him I could not aarve him as the buffet was 
closed. I asked him if I could do anything else for him and he 
told me to take him to his id am, which was Drawing Room A in or» 
of the Washington Pullmans in which Porter Jilllama was assigned. 

I took this passenger back to the drawing roan in that car, I 
left his drawing room and he ealled me back. I thought that be 
oalled m back to tip me. He told me to come Inside and to close 
the door. I pushed the door to but kept one hand on it all the 
time. Then this passenger said to me that he "wantod me for some 
screwing purposes." I said "screwing purposes?" and he said, 

"Yes." I then told him that 1 do not do that kind of a thing. 

He 3aid he would give me twenty dollars, I told him that money 
meant nothing to me in a matter of that kind. H© then offered os 
fifty dollars and I left him and had nothing more to do with him. 

No other person beard this coareraation. 

I then returned to my car and began my duties. I was 
shining shoee and in about ten minutes I got another ring frcca tho 
lounge car. I answered again and found the sane pa- senior in tho re. 





Sdorn Boston, S, 


That passenger mated a drink but again I told hia that I oould 
not serve hia. X than disconnected the bell cord batmen ay ear 
and the lounge ear so that X vault! not be bothered by hia any 
more. I then retained to ay duties of shining shoes In the sacking 
Qoajnrtnent of ay car. X had been back there but a little while 
when the train conductor and the brekaaen, whose names X do not 
know but who are aiplayed by the Pennsylvania Railroad operating be¬ 
tween Altoona and Pittsburg, cams into the ooapartment, end wondered 
why I had not answered the signal from the lounge oar, ae the 
paaser^er up there had been pushing the button. I told them that 
I had disconnected the signal between the two cars because the nan 
had been drinking and X did not want to be boetbered by hia. The 
train conductor then told ae that the passenger was Mr. Sumner Relies 
and he shewed ae a little typewritten note ifcloh indicated that M r . 
Welles wee to receive special treatment end courtesy on the train. 
These sen told ae that X should look after this passenger imsanch 
as they had a note that he was to be given special attention. I then 
told them that X did not want to be bothered and that this passenger 
had said that he wealed to use fa: tor seme "screwing purposes"• 

While I was in thoxw talking to these two man this nan whose name 
had been given to ae as Ur. Welles came to the &>or of the sacking 
compartment, took e look In, sad went on and I did not see him 
again. 

Shea I left the Pullman to which I had taken this passenger 
I told rbrtor Sflllioaa that I wished ha *culd look after his passenger 
and this was all that I ever said to Williams about it. I hove not 
discussed this matter with eny other people excepting the train con¬ 
ductor and tba brakeoan of the Psnneylvnia 3&ilroad idio were on the 
train that ui^it. Ttia is all that I knew about this net ter, and 
I do not know what this jasaengcr meant when he said that ho wented 
to use me for "screwing purpoaea" as I got away from hin end bed 
nothing further to do with him, excepting to answer his bell that 
one other time • 



Than personally appeared before ae, Dwifeht Brantley, Special 
Agent in Charge, federal 3ur«au of Investigation, at Cleveland, Ohio, 
this seventeenth <tay of January, 1941, the above named Idorn Boston, 
who rede oath to and et&scribed the above statement. 



'.71 "31 esa: 



Mew York, B« Y., 
January la, 1941 


X, the undersigned, Henry E. Sanford, on oath, depose 

and say: 

My name is Henry E. Sanford, I am 34 years of age and 
was born at North Adame, Massachusetts, My present address is 
354 Semen street, New Brunswick, New Jersey, I am employed as a 
conductor by the Pullman Company, I haire been so employed for the 
past seventeen years, X have resided at New Brunswick, New Jersey, 
for the past twenty years. Since October, 1940, 1 have lived 
at the Sanon street address, at New Brunswick, New Jersey, and 
prior to that I used to live at 170 Somerset street. New Bruns 
wick, New Jersey, 

On September 87, 1940, I was Pullran conductor on 
Pennsylvania train No,59, running between New York City and 
Cleveland, Ohio. This train leaves New York City about 6.50 
p.m.j it passes through Philadelphia and Harrisburg, Pennsyl¬ 
vania. At Barrlaburg this train picks up two Pullman cars 
from Washington, D. C., destined for Cleveland, Ohio. In other 
words those two Pullman cars from Washington become a part of 
Pennsylvania train No. 39. We left Harrisburg at about 11.35 
that night destined for Cleveland and arrived at Cleveland at 
about 8.00 o’clock in the morning of September 28, 1940. 

It is a part of my duty to go through those two Pullmans 
from Washington which are attached to the train at Ha "’isburg, 
to rake a check-up. I went through these oars, and as 1 got to 
the smoking room of one of those Pullmans I found that the porter 
in that ear, T. Williams, a colored man, had retired to the space 
ho uses for sleeping which is in the smoking compartment. He was 
in bed. Seated on the small seat in that smoking compartment in 
which Porter T* Williams had retired was a passenger, a rather 
tall, well-dressed, sedate ran. I would say that that ran was 
somewhere in his fifties. Before I reached the door of that smoking 
compartment I heard voices but could not distinguish any words. 

When I entered the smoking compartment I heard no more conversa¬ 
tion. I asked that passenger, the man seated on the small seat, 
whether I could do anything for him and whether he wanted anything, 
to which he replied that everything was well taken care of. I 
had no conversation at that time with Porter rill lams. 

After X left that smoking compartment I tnen went to the 
lounge oar, which m3 approximately five cars xh«.ad ol’ the .^okiiig- 
ton Pullman I have jurt mentioned. The panaenjer I have non- 
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Henry s. Sanford, £, 


tioned as being in the sacking compartment was a passenger from 
Washington, D. C., on his way to Cleveland, Ohio* This I learned 
from his ticket. Ha had a drawing room in the Pullman oar in which 
T. Williams was porter. X do not at this time remember the came 
of that Pullman ear or its number on the train* X had not been 
in the lunge oar a half an hour until the passenger 1 had seen in 
the smoking oompartment, as mentioned above, came to the lounge 
oar. The attendant in that lounge ear tea W. Ooines, a colored man, 
and an employe of the Pullman Company. When this passenger came 
Into the lounge, Ooines and 1 vier© the only other persons present 
there. I was seated at the.little writing desk in the lounge doing 
some work. The passenger ordered something fro* Ooines. I be¬ 
lieve ho ordered a drink. I remained in the oar, the lounge, about 
a half an hour after the passenger entered it and then retired for 
the night to another oar on the train, leaving the passenger and 
Ooines in the lounge* At no time while the three of us were in 
there did X hear any conversation between Golnas and the passenger. 

I had no conversation with the passenger in the lounge oar. 

I arose the next morning at approximately six o , clook 
and went through the train as is my duty. When I got to the Sashing- 
ton Pullman in whiah Williams was porter, I asked Williams if every¬ 
thing at all right* Williams began to laugh, when I asked him that, 
and said that the paeeenger who had been in the smoking compartment 
in whieh he, Williams, elept, at the time that I had ohecked the 
train after it left Harrisburg the previous night, "had triad to 
make me", meaning him, Williams, I asked Williams what he meant 
by the passenger trying "to make him". Williams replied that this 
passenger had propositioned him. Williams did not go into details 
or furnish me any further explanation about being propositioned 
by that passenger, other than that Williams did tell me that he 
informed the passenger that he, Williams, was an old man with a 
family and that he at not interested in anything of that kind. 

I cautioned Williams to not discuss the nattor. 

After this conversation with Forter Williams I went to 
Attendant W. Goines, who was in the lounge car of that train, and 
askod him if he bad had any conversation with that passenger who 
was in the lounge at the time I left it. I asxed Goines whether 
he had had any conversation or any experience out cf tho ordinary 
with the passenger* Goines told me that the passenger had talked 
to him and had asked him some questions but that he, Goines, just 
"played dumb". Goines did not tell me that the passenger had tried 
to proposition him and I did not question him any further about it, 
as it appeared to mo that Goines did not want to talk about it. 

I at the time told Goines not to^discuss the letter ;vith others. 



Henry S. Sanford, 
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I told Porter William* end Attendant Goinea that it wee 
my duty to make a report to the Pu ll c a n superintendent, Mr* O’Kell* 
at Cleveland* Ohio, end that they wy likely would he called upon 
to toll him wtet they knew of it, and for them to tell him the truth. 
Of my own knowledge 1 do not know whether they *fcr© ever called 
upon to sake any report but I did make a verbal report of it to 
Mr. O’Neil. 


Vhen this train arrived at the Euclid Avenue and Fifty- 
fifth street station, In Cleveland, Ohio, that corning, the 
passenger I saw seated in the smoking compartment and later in 
the lounge the night before, detrained. He me met by a group 
Of men. The train then went on into the old Union Station at 
Cleveland. When I got off the train at the old union Station 
at Cleveland I saw two or three special agents or police of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad, one of whom asked me "Where is the funny 
boyf" and I asked him what he meant by "the funny boy", to which 
one of them replied "The big shot from Washington." I then told 
them that a passenger from Washington had detrained at the Xuclid 
Avenue station. One of these special agents or police of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad then told me that that passenger »s Mr. 
Sumner Welles, Under Secretary of State. I then recalled that 
the winter before Mr. Welle# was a passenger on a train on which 
X was conductor from Florida to Washington. I then «ns able to 
recall that Mr. Welles waa the same passenger 1 had seen seated 
in the smoking comjartmant In Porter Williams car, and In the 
lounge car, the night before and «*ttrwhom I lad discussed with 
Porter Williams and Attendant Goines. 



Porter iUlliama, Attendant Goines and I so far as I 
know are the only employes of the Pullman Company on that train 
who knew anything about tills natter. So far as 1 know no em¬ 
ployes of the Pennsylvania Railroad had any knowledge of what bad 
happened and I do not have any idea how those special agents or 
police of the Pennsylvania Railroad, who «e:a at tho train that 
morning in Cleveland, nay have learned anything about It, nor do 
X know Just what they meant. I never made it my business to t ry 
to find that out. This is all that I know about this incident. 



Then personally appeared beforc^^KQ, Dwight Brantley, 

Special Agent in Charge, Federal Bureau of l n 7Js.isation, at Mew 
York, N. Y., this sixteenth day of January, 1-Ml, the above named 
henry 2. Hanford, who made oath to and subscribed tho abov3 .i tat om nt. 

/ /leu 

l&'t SpocIn Cnarrn. / 

Special 


/i/Cibaair/ 

" /sYU 



MR* ROBERT A* GUERIN, Assistant Special 
Agent in Charge, of the New York City Fteld Division, 
reported that a check had been made with the CREDIT 
BUREAU Or GREATER REV YORE, *55 Fifth Xbenue, Yew York 
City, and no record teas found therein concerning 
Yilliam Goins* 


Ur. Guerin also informed that the filee of 
the New York City Police Department were 8 earched and 
that no criminal record was found on Nilliam Goins* 


UR* E* E* CONROY$ Special Agent in Charge, 
of the Newark, New Jersey, Field Division, reported 
that he caused a check to be made of the credit bureaus 
in New Brunswick, New Jersey, but no record was found 
relating to Henry E* Sanford *- 


Mr*.Conroy also reported that a check had 
been made of therecorde of the New Brunswick, New 
Jersey, Police Department, where it had been ascer¬ 
tained that Henry S* Sanford has resided in New 
Brunswick for several years, where he is considered 
as a man of good habits and of excellent reputation, 
and no cri\.nal record on him ivaa found* 


SPECIAL AGENT TN CHACD J* *\ S^ATS, o * 
the Philadelphia Field Division, reported that a'’ check 
had been made at the Phtladcl hia Credit Bureau and 
at the Retail Credit Bureau of Philadelphia, but no 
record was found in either place relating to Edom 
Boston* 


Ur* Sears also reported that no record was 
found at the Philadelphia Police Department concerning 
Edom Boston* 


MR* E* P* SCH/iOTZER, Superintendent, Pullwm 
Company, Room 175, Pennsylvania Terminal, New York Citu, 
stated that Conductor Henry E* Sanford and employe 
Milton i Goins are considered reliable and trustworthy 
employes and have at all times since ohoy have teen \:ith 
the Pullman Company rendered good service* 



I©• D • If. lUBB* In charge ©/ tfta Idsntifi - 
eat Ion /Ht/iaion* .Fedarai bureau e/ TnuasSipat <on # 
IFaaMnpton,* JU cauead t/ia recorda there to be 
checked and advised no criminal record teas found 
therein of Elmer C . Btapfcana, Fran* F. Xaarta, John 
8 * JTfaaooftr* Fdorn Boaton* Viliam £oin«, TAoaaa 
Killians, and Eenry S% Sanford* 


MR* CHRIS SEIF ARTS) of the Files Section, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, Voshington , D . C*, 
caused a search to be made of the indices of the 
Bureau and found no reference therein to any of the 
above named persons • 


Respectfully, 



